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In Karmayoga, the third chapter of Bhagwat Gita, Sri Krishna says that
action is life and inaction is equal to death. No one can live without action. The
activity of an Academician or Researcher reflects in his creative writings, pub-
lications of research papers in a reseatch journal shows researcher's cotinuous
efforts towards knowledge and academic growth. Logical thinking without
prejudices, presuppositions leads to proper study and research. Only logical
thinking separates man from other animals in the world.

Generally, pecople don't wént to think or use his brain, b_ut researchers
and academicians apply their brains with dedicated thinking and contributes
towards the ocean of knowledge which enriches the human race.

Research Consultancy Cell of Sonari College is trying to encourage re-
searchers, teachers for deep thinking and research by publishing their papers,
articles in the "Sonari College Academic and Research Journal." The SCARJ is
becoming able to get a recognition in the field of research and academic jour-
nals. 5 ;

On the publication of the Vol. 8 of Sonari College Academic and Re-
search Journal, | congratulate the editorial board together with the contribu-
tors of this volume. | hope SCARJ will reach its highest achievement in future
with continous efforts for execellence. :

L »

(Dr. Bimal Ch. Gogoi)
Principal
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Kolkata Graffiti in late 60’s and infrapolitics:
resistance as a tool to
‘de-generate’ art form

Dhrupadi Ghosh

Research Scholar, Jamia Millia Islamia University
New Delhi

I am writing thls paper at the veryjuncture of history when one country
Is planning surgical strike on the other. Like Nazi Germany’s Blitzkreig that was
a military tactic through a Ilghtmng war to confuse the enemies the war
mongers here are silently paralysing a land and its people while slowly
sculpting a policed society. The walls between lands are fearing the new age
warfare as they want to protect their people who are destructible of this
strange vu!‘m rability of constant trauma and separation. Let’s look at a painting
palette that is divided In little compartments so that the colours don’t mix up
unintentionally, There are porcelain or plastic walls to divide blue from vellow
and avoid an accldental green. Two countries are divided by a no man’s land or
meshes of barbed wire through which the flood water may flow from one land
to the other unrestrictedly. Betwoen restriction and accidental stands the wall
of thought beyond the borderlines of destination, In one poster of William
Kentridge, an artist from South Africa It was wiltten that You Will Find No New
land, You WIll Find No Other Sea’. What if a war lands in no man's land and
heraave the lsolation to recelve a piick? The lands that never existed without
conflict always hore the histary of a strange melancholia, This melancholia has
never haen the finest feature when the physiognomy ol retaliation is
consideiad, The equation of land thus flows from its phonetic to the tactile
lucidity of soil, its permanence and a lot of temporary erosions. A wall defines
an area that either stands freely without getting conditioned or stands in
solitude under security folds, Precisely the lands on both the sides of the wall
are differently woven with thelr own restrictions and anxiety. The walls often
accompany the divided lands and reflect their disquiet inviting the layers of
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pigments on them. The inscriptions on wrecks of Roman catacombs? or those
surface scratch that survive in modern day Turkey the directness of text and
images always travelled as a shelter to the warrior. As the history invades the
role of warrior too alters from a collective to a loner. Thus graffito has a history
to layer out a surface in a very personal way. Someone may read it as a
disturbance to the real surface or that idea could be contradicted when a real
surface shreds its artificiality through a very private message that pushes the
comfort zone of present calm. This calm could be often misunderstood as
peace that is a forced silence. From the Churches of Jerusalem to the ancient
land of Pompeii, graffiti could not stay only as the surface entity but the
messengers of a hiddenintuition that grew like parasite when the presence
was not loud yet felt. Thierry Noir3a Graffiti artist in 80s smeared the desolate
presence of the partition wall with the images of lost cartoonish faces, very
biological, often geometric with other imageries that remind of the Dada
nihilism and bright chronicles of weird expressions. He painted the long strip
saying Red Dope on Rabbits in August 1985 to illustrate a bleak expression of
life of those who lived on the death strip? around Potsdamer Platz who had
nowhere to go after the fall of Berlin Wall. Soldiers from East Germany tried to
catch the artist many times as his face was known but failed as the artist never
replied to them and escaped to paint the walls of resistance. Wings of Desire a
romantic fantasy by Wim Wenders finds one of its important locations in
the background of the painted wall with elongated huge eyed portraits and
conversing weird satirical faces resembling the people in George Grosz's
paintings projecting café indoors or streets: Interesting is when graffiti is used
as a locale to substantiate a presence or a contradiction of history through
other medium. They might be portrayed as the legitimisation through other
means, be it movie camera, viewfinder or indirect interaction. When Thierry
Noir collaborated with Christophe Bouchet the language of the massive wall
again unintentionally altered in the depiction of one of the Aesop’s fables. In
their version of hare and tortoise the hare won which appeared frontally to

face the viewer. This wall also reflected the signs and pieces of artworks that

were once scandalous in white cubes. Marcel Duchamp’s Fountain, a urinal on
display that once challenged the parameter of gallery art was reverberated
again on the Berlin Wall as a refuge to the ‘non-institutional. The strip
accommodates Joan Miro, Picasso, Haring in the forms and their details where
the perceptions are juxtaposed on top of the other as the direction of layers
unfurl from its mere objectivity. This wall froze fleeting moments, differently
allocated normativity in the moments of crisis and new age cold war, exodus
and persecuted love stories. When the graffiti mix with the Lou Reed’s tune to
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Berlin between action and melancholia the public places jdin in to the collected
human minds holding back layers of public memories of metropolis Dada, the
movement and its energetic cafes. In later years there has been anti-social
behaviour act® in West that legally tried to tame graffiti and termed it illegal
which resulted spending billions of pounds for sanitisation. The phase
between act of painting and clean-up, there are days, even months during
when the citizens and immigrants pass by while framing a unified background
of vibrant aerosols defying the line of licit and illicit. These days are to be
a‘ssorted together with slight regards to the traditional rules but at the same
time imprinting the traces of caves and later civilisations where the striking
power of language and expressr'vism6 don’t only interpret a motion confined
in its decoration.In Second World War the V on the Spanish walls or P
against the anti-Franco authoritarian regime shook the status quo of neglect
and aggression. 1961-89, a period marking ‘genial’ of expressions on Berlin Wall
created an epistemic reality of exodus to resist its authorisation. As a
separating wall stands between Palestine and israel, the graffiti often done
by western tourists fail to talk about a land under occupation. In a 2017 online
news portal trt world shows that the ‘security fence’ allows the American
President Donald Trump to write a letter to Eminem’ on the seven hundred
kilometre long wall that divides the occupied West Bank from Israel. The
Palestinians failed to connect with the graffiti as they thought it to be a counter
propaganda a publication of pro-American thought that doesn’t connect to the
unit of pain and exodus, domination and illegal occupation. They fail to
resonate the perennial conflict. In May 1968, in the students uprising in France,
two young activists Antoine and Gérard Guégan, behind the barricades of
Censier de-encrypted history to the human imagination. In the Sorbonne
University or outside the campus the mass student protest against police
atrocities the slogans like ‘be realistic, ask for the impossible’ started appearing
as the propaganda materials and on the walls of a city under psychological
r_gnovation. In those ten years of 1920s to 30s the Socialist artists from Mexico,
frida, Rivera, Alfaro Siquieros, and Orozco painted essential realism on huge
walls as propaganda that later turned art. The divide between art and non-a:l,
fetishizing court to capitalism artists always travelled in isolation. Though they
often worked as social performers they often failed to establish strict cultural
cannectivity with rules and regimentation. The gigantic murals at the former

chapel of National School of Agriculture the land and productivity, peasants
holding the hammer and sickle all got depicted in thelr own compartments
unifying the whole surface like a paint palette, It was not in the hands of the

soclalist realist artists to restrict the paintings only to propaganda. They
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immediately suffered from the cultural disconnect the moment the onus of
regimentation shifted. New iconography emerged in Chicano Movement of

1960s where fight for identity and dignity infiltrated a forced crisis. This -

movement for emancipation occupied the topsy-turvy of the walls that were
relentlessly trying to equate life to rights. In late 70's, graffiti like ‘we are not a
minority’ with the image of Che Guevara, his finger pointed to reach out to
people in society established a need to add them to his struggle. If graffiti is

called as ‘oppositional speech acts’ , the idea of ‘free spaces’ to it where -

oppositional frames can be actually developed can again be re- identified as
confirms Sociologist Francesca Pqﬂettag . In Communist Poland the social actors
engaged in graffiti as the tool to resistance during the ongoing movement and
also at the strikes at the Lenin shipyard, 1988. The slogans were written in black
enamel paints. Those remlnded of the German Expressionist use of direct
thick patches of colour or the French film postersfrom 1966. The avant-garde
artists from Dada movement to 1970s to the underground graffntl of 1980s
continuing to the 90s and the era of Banksy, the popular Graffiti warrior, the art
of conflict constantly altered the idea of beauty through methods of
juxtaposition and shock As beauty was replaced by the arbitrariness of images
followmg an uncertalnty, the culture of infrapolitics developed as a fresh
experience. As mentioned by James C. Scott graff'tl stood between the
messenger and the ground of politics. As graffiti dlssolves to a combination of
real and imagined the idea of GwHaume Marche® who penned that graffiti
primarily is the mfrapoht:cal system of resistance, never had to fly from a logic
of intense and universal.

GuemHa gardeners, the croppers from \nllage occupled the urban space
merging a line of legal and illegal. Can it really be merged sans conflict? If the
locus shifts from the performer to the occupier, would not that be a question
in a world of exaggerated fantasy? The mercury of anonymity intensifies where
the streets become the participants in footages of everyday life, rehabilitation
and resettlements. Benjamin Shepard tells that the street always walks two
steps forward to theory while the intervention in public spaces is concerned.
A depersonalised approach to personal act came into account holding the hand
of graffiti. When through some actor institutional occupation is legitimised
the warrior is responsible to break its control. The constant struggle of
destabilised connection between authors and viewers, the scriptural
manifestation of social movements, and the emancipation of nocturnal
aloofness associate where lies the social dementia in a policed society. Be it
vagabonds the anti-revolutionary force or the thieves they leave marks on
wall to prohibit their non-existence. The revolutionary force and the political
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elements leave symbols in disguise to occupy walls in form of concrete or
fragmented demands and shout outs. Post to the period they all become
celebration against the act of abandoning. American artist Claes Oldenburg
imagines a man standing in a station where everything appears to be grey and
depressed and unexpectedly the trains with graffiti slips in‘which im mediately
animates the space like a huge bouquet that comes from Latin America. It was
quoted in Fitzpatrick 187 when people memorised a rupture on shabby walls
that confronted the stigma, fear and discomfort of rule that subsides in a
beheaded reality of war. The expression on walls are not the actual movements
but the sounds and noises to counter a regimentation that is too unreal to
confront. As a dynamic cultural claim for space graffiti has been a form to be
riddled over and again, puzzled and finally experimented in habitation
through the aspiring units that are organically pressed against the bodies of
walls to consciously break hierarchy. Hence there lies a corporeal dimension in
the approach of projection where the ‘purity’ of art form remains in dlalogues
of visual of mfrapoht.rcs As the walls don’ tportray the condltloned to view’

- area, The organic forms that derive from subconscious walk past the very

restriction of execution. The stage of subconscious is not aloof from the
culture of barricading. Thus we wait for an aiternatlve to appear as the avenger
to the urban consciousness surrounded by walls and barricades where human
relations are frail beneath the carpet of open market.

When we walk past the walls of North Kolkata near Marhatta Bndgneml
and reach a location where two old houses face each other in conversation:
what we trace back are old letters derived from unskilled hands are covenng"
the walls with coal tar. They survived sanitation. The language of aggress:on
appeared like a propaganda poster, like -'no more war by Kathe Kon.'tz
painted after First World War where a human is seen raising his arm in rage.
Adjacent to Badridas Temple Street the human roots were found in inexpert
hands, in swift writings asking for annihilation of brokers against
revolutionaries and celebration of China’s Cultural Revolution. The late 60’s
political graffiti in northern part of Kolkata are all sanitised except these two
Interacting houses. How the cursives appeared as a people’s art form of social
resistance on neighbourhood walls, how dilemma itself generated a different
viewership, were all seeded to the soil of upsurge for land and dignity. Local

pockets, amateurish hand and determined flow broke vagueness of ages
where only the landlords and money lenders had the command on lands.
Fhese graffiti were introspective to the movement. The history of
collaborators could not be spared on the surface where Red Jacobins'! were

building a movement where the idea of creative seeing became a social
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pesture of breaching orthodoxy. Seeing as a ‘total act’ as Einstein once
mentioned combkined with the fundamentals of aesthetics and the suddenness
of an act of polity. Historically graffiti is recognised here as an infiltrating tool
to critical self-reflection. It performed as a dominant art form against a
despotism of a particular social class. Someone might call it a ‘de-generate art’
that was termed by German Nazi Party to describe modern art. Interestingly
they also held an exposition vilifying de- generate art in 1937 where Adolf
Hitler and Ziegler appreciated the Dada art works that were trapped in hate
comments to satisfy Nazi conscience. Graffiti acted on the walls of old Bengali
households like an illegal occupier since it was not commissioned and crafted.
It survived sanitisation for more than five decades reinforcing a historical time
that involves dystopia of a surveillance society and tumult of a physically
recorded space. This particular art form aims to dominate a dialectical discourse
of art and resistance. These walls were to propagate certain political thoughts
through a direct interaction process to incorporate action against annihilation
in playful script and was used as a mode for political mobilisation against a
social paralysis.The abuse in language was a direct threat to the collaborators
of the movement. It was explained in writing, if the Chinese Cultural
Revolution can’t be upheld and collaborators try to tame the momentum of
the movement then they will be left to be eaten by stray dogs. These features
of abusive language were maybe countering the staleness of ruling elites but
it also created the irritants to the sense organs to face the objective of the
aesthetics and application that could not blend in a traditional way. It was like
cutting off artist abruptly from a surface projecting a dissolute. protest against
beauty. This unrest was not in abstraction as the act of doing the graffiti is itself
the responsible feature for action. We don’t know whether the pictorial, poetic
and the ‘philosophical’ embedded in the moment of triumph post graffiti,
during the act of fleeing of an artist. One interesting part of this visual is though
arisen out of society this art form was never alienated from the people. What
is to be looked into, how this form of art is seen as counter conformist where
human emancipation bridges discontent of everyday life. e
Keu khabe aar Keu khabena ta hobena ta hobena, (someone will get
to eat while the other will starve, we won’t let that happen again) appeared
near gate number four of Jadavpr University campus that was later sanitised
by the authority. Let the Wall Fall, was a graffiti done by USDF, a revolutionary
students’ wing in Bengal, dripped the red enamel paint across the peeled
concrete wall which was a divider between the narrowed pavement and some
official’s building. Or in College Street another place in North Kolkata which is
primarily a university area casing huge walls, it was written hungry mob is
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angry mob. Arnold Hauser in his book Social History of Art shows that how a
painting can walk out of the doors to the dawn of real life. These graffiti
between history and imagining the local stand at the edges of art where a
stalemate situation is countered through a collective mechanism of
emancipation. A big section of USSR propaganda lied on the artists like
Stepanova, Lissitzky, Rodchenko from Socialist Realism to convey what is left
there to be glorified. But the Naxalbari movement of late 60’s on walls as
infrapolitics appeared like the cultural dynamite to recruit a domination
against police repression. These graffiti don’t carry the calmness of a demand
statement neither a poem but this agitation of language itself draw a
metaphor where emancipation occurs in a form of subjectivity. This art served
other purpose than resources to procure food. They often came up like agitprop
accommodating the movements of self-determination around the world.
When the students wrote the words for nation’s right to seif-determinatioh,
Kashmir, Manipur and Nagaland, the walls of a people’s land ramified in
multiple emotions. Through these walls in Kolkata a space was recorded that
instilled real time. Political graffiti found timbre through alleys and roads
documenting possession of a movement. From owning a movement to the
riseof public opinion, as Habermas once pénned, the existing notion of
revolutionaries through a social spectacle the order and restrictions of, higher
authority got challenged. The walls were to resort to alternative force ta
nurture power in peoples’ hands, In Democracy and Public sphere Habermas
discussed on shifts and struggle and shifts of opinion in public sphere. The
history consolidates where the reminiscence of migratory dialogues
accommodates a physical space in incessant shift. From Bhimbetkal? cave
hunting scene to Altamira®? bison to which Picasso reacted, the investigation
process of an intimate graffiti was constantly reproduced as evidence of
strategically executed form, from the surface scratches to the contestation of
everyday life under compulsion. The reflection of unwanted hand writings
like some underbridge romance came up in late 60’s Bengal to celebrate Spring
Thunder over India announced by Radio Peking in 1967. Naxalbari movement
ignited the search for an address that peeled off the existing hesitation and
confusion. Movements are inconsistent and this inconsistency bears the
romance of public places that blur and appear in cultural transferrals. Dada
movement did set a trend towards nihilism with the sounds like yes yes in da
da against a displacement of life. An alternative power structure was born to
counter the prevailing. The bad boys of history travelled from 13th century
Egypt to the 60s walls with the different war dynamics, not to invade but to
retaliate against a manufactured hopelessness. The alternative war dynam'-ics

—
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of graffiti was there to stop war. On the other front we call the legttlmlsed
legal ones as the counter form against the cultural dynamlte This war of graffiti
was not patriarchal. It was neither for mechanical reconciliation but certain
politics that invented newer forms of collective accent to which Ranciere in his
Disensus on Politics and Aesthetics said a sense of common world is building.
Between repressive state apparatus and isolation an artist like the adventurer
of George Grosz in 1917 transforms the new world order through the dream
experience of building the new shapes around border where figures of speech
and motifs intersect to break a unity for the sake of it. -

00000
Footnotes
Collected from an exhlbltlon in Seagull Medla Resource Centre Kolkata
Underground burial grounds.

2 :
3. First French artlst to paint the Berlin wall.
4

27-mile. share of the barrier splitting Berlin into east and west mvolved of two
concrete wails between which was a “death stnp” 52003 Parhament of UK

Where moral terms don t denote to:real.

i

6
7. American rapper

8. Professor of Sociology at the Unwersrty of California

9. Professor of American studies

10. Maratha-Ditch was a British project to make Calcutta secure agamst Marathas
11. Source: Thermidor and Russian revolution, 1921 -

12. Rock shelter in Madhya Pradesh of Paleolithic and Mesolithic period’

13. Upper Palaeolithic period cave A ;

Picasso commented as “after Altamira everything is decadence”. Even thoug-h Paul
Bahnargued that Picasso was minimally influenced by Ice Age work

Reference:
Barnicot,John (1972) : A Concise History of Posters, Great Britain: Thames and
Hudson, Jerrold and Sons Ltd : :
Scott, James C (1990): Domination and the Arts of Re5|stance UK: Yale University
Press :
Scott, lames C (1990): Weapons of the Weak UK: Yale Umversny Press
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An Empirical Analysss of!Growth Structural
Changes and Inter-sectoral Linkages in India

Dr. Paranan Konwar
( Assistant Professor, Department of Economics
Sonari College, Sonari

1. Introduction

India as a democratic, multi-religious and multi-cultural country with
mixed economy focuses on five years plans for all-round deve!opment of
land and people of the nation. Indiais on growth turnpike. With 17.9 per cent
of total world population India’s share in aggregate world GDP of the World '
has been estimated to be 7.0 per cent in Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) terms
during 2015. Of course, the contribution of the neighbouring China to world
GDPis 17.3 per cent in 2015 (IMF, 2016:207; Gol, 2016: 1). g

New political mandate with reform-to-transform agenda deuswe
shifts in policy measures and favorable external environment propel India
onto a double-digit growth trajectory. After-big-bang reforms in the early 1990s,
India has followed gradualism and evolutionary transition rather than shock
therapy (Ahluwalla 1993). Thus, focus is on growth with a pers:stent
encompassmg, and creative incrementalism aiming at creatmg opportunity
and reducing vulnerability. Government has taken pro-poor, proactive and
provides (minimum income) and protects (against adverse shocks) 'po'!icy
measures for wiping every tear from every eye of weaker and vulnerable
section of the society (Gol, 2015:1). New BIP government follows the policy of
fetorm-led growth advocated by Jagdish Bhagwati and Arvind Panagariya (2014)
against the policy of state-led redistribution followed by Amartya Sen and his
collaborator Jean Dréze. :

The rapid and consistent rise in share of services in production and
employment in most of the countries of the world has evoked theoretical and
empirical discussion on the emergence of de-industrialisation and service

i
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geanomy in a number of developing economies with low level of per capita
income. The growing share of the services sector in the GDP of India signifies
the Importance of the sector to the economy. The phenomenon of the robust
growth of services sector in India and structural shift to a services dominated
economy is often described as “disproportionality” or “excess growth of
services” (Bhattacharya & Mitra, 1989, 1990, 1997) or “services revolution”
(Gordon & Gupta, 2004) or “Services-led growth”. The services sector in India
currently occupies more than half of her GDP. Thus this process of tertiarisation
of the Indian economy has been supported by a decline in the share of the
primary sector and a more or less constant share of the secondary sector over
the years. '

The sectoral composition of India has undergone a structural shift in
terms of the changes in the shares of agricultural, industrial and services sector
in the GDP over the decades. The country which was primarily an agro-based
economy during the 1970s has emerged as predominant in the services sector
during the 1990s. The shift causes significant changes in the production and
demand linkages among the three sectors and momentous ramifications in
the development process of Indian (Sastry et al, 2003: 2390). The transition of
Indian economy to a high-growth pathway during the 1990s is said to be
triggered by accelerated growth of services sector that has apparently been
fostered by new economic policy.

siraac offas

2. Objectives :

The objective of this paper is to empirically examine the nature and
direction of linkages between primary, secondary and tertiary sectors and
their long-run equilibrium relationship in the post independence period from
1950-51 to 2013-14. This paper makes a comprehensive investigation into trends
of growth rates and relative shares of different sectors in Indian economy.
Based on empirical findings, we suggest some possible policy measures to
achieve higher growth rates.

3. Methodology and Data Sources

Data used in the present study are collected from the Handbook of
statistics on Indi-an Economy by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI, 2016) and
Central Statistics Office (CSO). All data are annual figures covering the 1950-
51 to 2013-14 period and variables are measured (at constant price} with base
year 2004-05 prices. Thus, the data consists of a time series of 63 years since

India’s First Plan Period.

mrcﬁ%: sz R el e araac) ot |

The Centrai Statistics Office (CSO) has recently revised the national
accounts aggregates by shifting to the new base of 2011-12 from the earlier
!lase of 2004-05. The new set of information cannot be compared with the
information and analysis based on the 2004-05 series (Economic Survey, 2014-

15:4). So we use on_iy the data available on the 2004-05 series in causality
analysis. '

4. Results and Discussion
4.1 Sectoral Composition of GDP and Structural Changes

When a country shifts from being a largely agrarian economy to one
based on services or industry, it is said to have undergone “structural
change”(IMF, 2013). Structural change in an economy takes place mainly along
two dimensions: one along sectoral shares and another along work force shares
engaged in these sectors. In addition to labour and'capital, the t'ech.nologica.l
changes play an important role, in the structural change (Joshi, 2013:1). The
structure of the economy has also undergone significant changes over iime.

During the 1950s agriculture was the dominant sector of the economy and
accounted for the largest share in GDP. However the whole scenario changed
subsequently, and the services sector emerged as the major sector in the

economy. The share of agriculture in GDP has continued to consistently decline
Iuver the past six decades (from 53.1 per cent in 1950-51 to 15.4 per cent in
2015-16); industry has risen, but not substantially (from 16.6 per cent in 1950-
'31 to 31.3 per cent in 2015-16), while services contributed ehormously durin
-t'hIS period (30.3 per cent in 1950-51 to53.4 pef centin 2015-16). It is becauseg.
in contrast with volatile growth in agricultural and industrial sec"‘tors:
throughout the planning periods, the growth in services sector has trended
upwards, accelerating from 3.29 per centin 1951-51 to 8.9 per tent ih 2015-16.

Table 1: Sectoral Share of GDP (in per cent)

Years Agriculture Industry Services
1950-51 53.1 166 | 303 ©
1960-61 487 et g
1970-71 423 o7 33.8
1980-81 36.1 i, FH 38.0
199091 | 296 277 427
2000-01 2230 RO 50.4
2011-12 18.9 32.9 48.2
2012-13(2Re)|  17.7 T 50.0
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2013-14 (2RE) | 17.5 31.6 51.0
2014-15 (1RE) | 16.3 3.2y 5id 52.5
2015-16 (PE) 15.4 31.3 53.4

Source: Central Statistics Office (CSO).Notes: 2RE means second revised
estimate, 1RE indicates first revised estimate and PE implies provisional
estimate.

The share of agriculture sector in GDP was estimated to be higher as
compared to that of industrial and services sector during the period from
1950-51 to 1963-64. Between 1965-66 and 1971-72 share of both agricultural
and services sector was around 41 per cent each to real GDP. Since 1972-73 till
to date the share of services sector in GDP exceeded that of industrial and
services sector. From table it is evident that the share of the industry sector in
GDP increasing by around 11.1 percentage points from 16.6 per centin 1950-91

to 27.7 per cent in 1990-91. Similarly, the share of the services sector increased

by 12.4 percentage points from 30.3 per cent to 42.7 per cent during the period
from 1950-51 to 1990-91. After adoption of new economic policy or LPG
(Liberalization, Privatization and Globalization) policy there was a remarkable
change in structure of Indian economy. It caused rapid growth in shares of
services sector in GDP followed by industrial sector. In contrast, it led to decline
in the share of agricultural sector in real GDP. The entire decline in share of
agriculture has been balanced by an increase in share of the services sector
(Economic survey 2011-12:8) i
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4.2 Growth and Shares of Sectors in Gross Value Added (GVA)

The table 2 portrays the growth and share in GVA at constant (2011-12)
haslc prices (per cent). The Gross Value Added (GVA), which broadly reflects
the supply or production side of the economy registered an increase in the
growth rate from 5.0 per cent in 2012-13 to 7.2 per cent in 2015-16 affirming
ihe positive trends in the economy (Economic Survey, 2015-16:7).
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Growth in the agriculture sector in 2015-16 has continued to be lower due to
unfavourable monsoon rains. During 2015-16, growth in industry is estimated
to have accelerated on account of improvement in manufacturing activity. -
The manufacturing activity registered continuous and robust growth during -
the period from 2012-13 to 2015-16; while the mining & quarrying, electricity,
gas, water supply,& other utility services and construction activities, are
witnessing a deceleration in growth. Growth in the services sector moderated
slightly in 2015-16 at 8.9 per cent as compared to 10.3 per cent in 2014-15, but
still remains robust as the main driver of Indian economy.

cetfe

fable 2: Growth and Share in GVA at Constant (2011-12) Basic Prices (per cent)

Sactors 2012-13** | 2013-14** | 2014-15* 2015-16#
GrowtH Share|Growth Share|Growth|Share |Growth Share -

I Agnculture, Forestry

& Flshing 16 |17.7] 42 [17.5] -0.2 163 | 1.2 | 154
I, Industry .18 la2al solate] sol-3t2l74.1313
Mining & Quarrying 29130 30| 29 108}: 3.04.74 |31
Manufacturing 64 [183| 56 174| 55 [ 17.1] 93 [175
Eloctricity, gas, walor j
supply, & other utility
s0Ivices 11 | 24 47122 1780 =22 66| 22
Construction -51 | 8.6 4690} 44 | 88| 39| 85
III. Services 85 | 500 78510 103]| 525]| 89534
lrade, repair, hotels & : :
restaurants,
transport etc. _ 9.8 18.0 781184 98 |18.9 9.0 | 19.2
Financial services, :
Real estate etc. 8.8 195| 10.1 {20.3| 106| 21.0| 103|216
Public administration ' ; -
elc, 6.2 125 45(12.3| 10.7| 127| 6.6 | 126
GVA at basic prices 5.0 |100.0] 631000 7.1 (100.0f 7.2 | 1000
GDP (at market prices) | 5.1 | 6.6 1 72 | 7.6

Source: Central Statistics Office (CSO).Notes:Trade, repair, hotels &
restaurants, transport etc. comprises Trade, repair, hotels and
festaurants,transport, storage, communication & services related to
broadcasting.Financial services, real estate etc comprise financial services,
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real estate, ownership of dwelling and professional services.Public
administration etc. comprises public administration and defense, other
services™*, *, # means second revised estimates, Frst revised estimates and
provisional eshmates

The contribution of agriculture sector to gross value added (GVA) has

dropped by 2.3 percent points from 17.7 per cent to 15.4 per cent between

2012-13 and 2015-16. The share of the industrial sector as well has declined by
1.0 percent points during the period from 2012-13 to 2015-16. Such
deceleration in share of these two sectors in GDP accelerates the shares of
service sector in the economy. The service sector continues to lead growth
over the decades, manufacturing activity shows revival in industrial sector
and agricultural sector has continuously witnessed subdued growth and
shares. .
4.3 Econometric Analysis of Inter-Sectoral Linkages in India
4.3.1 Structural Changes or Trend in the Sectoral Share in GDP
he semi-log regression on a time trend related to three sectors is presented
in table 3. It is evident from the table that the co-efficients of time are highly
significant in case of the three regressions. It signifies the existence of
significant trends in the sectoral shares in GDP. The coefficient of time is
negative for the agricultural sector, but that for industrial and services sector
is posi-tive. Statistically all are shown as highly significant. It suggests that the
share of the agricultural sector has fallen sharply and those of industrial and
services sector have risen over the study period.

Table 3: The Estimated OLS Result of Sectoral Shares in GDP

Agri'culture Industry Service
Coefficient -0.020484 0.008929 0.010749
Standard error 0.000668 0.000591 0.000196
- statistic 3064518 1511130 54.90942
(p-value) (0.00000) (0.00000) (0.00000)
R-squared | 0939008 0.789184 0.980169

1.3.2 Inter-linkages: Long-run Analysis based on Cointegration Test and Error
Correction Model (ECM)

Before testing for co-integration, we tested for unit roots to find the
stationarity properties of each series of the data. Augmented Dickey Fuller
(AL} and Phillips Perron (PP) were used on each of the three time series
tata Table 4 presents the results of ADF test and PP test on each variable, viz.
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AGR, I' D and SER at level and at first difference. The lag length for ADF tests
was se ected to ensure that the residuals were white noise.

To det rmine the stationarity property of the variable, the unit root test was
used fo r their levels. The table 4 shows that the null hypothesis of a unit root
canno’ be rejected for the given variables at their levels. To determine the
statior irity property of the variables, the same test was applied to the first
differences. Based on these results, the null hypothesis that the series have
unit roots in their differences is rejected implying that the two series are
stationary at their first differences, that is, they are integrated of the order
one Le (1),

Table 4: Unit Root Tests

Augmented Dickey Fuller (ADF) Phillips Perron (PP)
Level =
Variahle Constant Without  Constant With  Constant Without  Constant With
Trend Trend Trend Teend
ALl 2 808009 ~ -0.328608 1632591 -0.798035
(1) (1) fo] el
IND) 2925456 -0.761468 | _ -3 22161 4%* -(.241058
(0) 0) ' [2] [4]
SER 0.202720 -2.455751 0.898762 -3 277915
(2) (1) 7] f3]
: First Difference :
AGR -11.00365%%% 12 112204%%x -10‘617'?5?_‘** -12 33706%%*
©) (0 1 2]
IND -8.236554*** -9.58}8_499**‘ —8.236%3?“‘* -10.04745%%%
(0) (0) 31 [4]
SER -7.917523%%% -7 B53308%*%* -11.48069%%* -11.37909%**
(1) (1) * 5] [6]

Note: *** and ** denotes significant at 1%, and 5% significance level, respectively. The figare
in parenthesis (..) represents optimum lag length selected based on Akaike formation
Criterion. The figure i bracket [ ] represents the Bmémcf& usaeﬁ in the KPSS test selected
based on Newey-West Bandwidth criterion.

F

Note: *** and ** denotes significant at 1%, and 5% significance level,
uv-.p:-ctlw-ly The figure in parenthesis (...) represents optimum lag length
selected based on Akaike Information Criterion. The figure in bracket [...]
fepresents the Bandwidth used in the KPSS test selected based on Newey-
West Bandwlidth criterion,
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Selection of the Optimum Lag Length

Before undertaking cointegration tests, we first need to determine the number
of lags that will be used in the underlying vector autoregression (VAR) model.
Ihe relevant order of lags used in the VAR model was determined using the
Akaike information criterion (AIC), Schwarz information criterion (SC), Hannan-
Quinn information criterion (HQ). Table 5 presents the lag specification results
and the number of lags determined is one.

Table 5: Lag Selection Based on VAR Lag Length Criteria

Table 5: Lag Selection Based on VAR Lag Length Criteria
Lag LogL LR FPE AlC SC HQ
157.9853 NA 75408 -5.048658 4910280 -4.99445%

0
1 472.0658 5766724 430e-12* -14.82183 -14.12974*  -14.55059*
2 488.2483 27.58980* 4.31e-12 -14.82781* -13.58205 -14.339359

Notes:* indicates lag order selected by the criterion LR: sequential modified
LR test statistic (each test at 5% level) FPE: Final prediction error AIC: Akaike
information criterion SC: Schwarz information criterion HQ: Hannan-Quinn
information criterion

Johansen-Juselius Co-integration Test

Table 6 shows the results of Johansen-Juselius Cointegration Tests under the

null hypothesis of no co-integration. The results indicate that both Trace test
and Max-Eigen test are statistically significant to reject the null hypothesis of
the zero co-integrating vectors. This implies that the variables are co-
integrated. It indicates that there is equilibrium long term relationship among
AGR, IND and SER in India in the period of study..

‘Table 6: Johansen-Juselins ion Tests
Hypothesis Trace Max-Eigen Critical Values (5%)
Null Alternative .. Statistic Statistic Trace Max-Eigen
r=0 =1 £2.20859 41.32153 29.79707*** 21.13162%**
rsl =2 ‘20.88706 20.82433 15.49471%%% 14 26460%%*
=3 0.062733 0.062733 3.8414606 3.841466
Note: *** ** and * denotes significant at 1%, 5% and 10% significance levels. -
-Juselius Cointe on Tests
Hypothesis Trace Max-Eigen Criticall Values (5%)
Mull Alternative Statistic Statistic Trace Max-Eigen
p=0 | m 62.20859 | 41.32153 | 29.79707*** | 21.13162***
rd” 1| re2 20.88706 | 20.82433 | 15.49471*** | 14.26460***
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rd”2 r=3 0.062733 0.062733  3.841466 3.841466
Note: *** ** and * denotes significant at 1%, 5% and 10% significance levels.
Granger Causality Test Results under VECM

The direction of causality can be divided into short and long run
causation. We therefore explore the dynamic Granger causality in the Vector
Error Correction Model (VECM) specification to obtain both short-run and long-
run direction. The estimate of long-run equation along short-run dynamic
LCM equation is presented below. In the long-run equation, the coefficient of
IND is positive and statistically significant at 1 % whereas the coefficient of
SER is negative and statistically significant at 1 %. Itindicates thata 1 % increase
in IND increases AGR by 81.12 per cent.

i) Agrlcultural, Industrial and Services Sector

The estimated coefficient of the error term (ECT ) indicates the speed
of adjustment of the AGR towards the equilibrium state. The state corrects
approximately 6.99 per cent of their error during one year.

Long run Equation
INAGR = 13.96831+ 0.811252InIND , - 3.341750In SER
SE (0.17016) (0.18796})

t-statistics [-4.76751] [17.7791] Significant at 5 %
level, P-value.

ECM Equation:
“InAGR, =-0.069918 ECT,_4, -0.327779 “In AGR,_; -0.039332“In IND, 4

b 0,236129“InSER,_4 -0.030605
R-squared = 0.209427; Adjusted R-squared = 0.152957; Durbin-Watson statistic
= 2.104974

The significant negative coefficient of error correction term (-0.0699)
fisf causality from IND and SER to AGR implies that the variable is not

avershooting and thus the long run relationship is attainable in AGR equation.
hus, if the system 1 exposed to a shock, it will be converge to the long run
seputlibinim at 06,99 % per year. In the long run, industrial and services sector
aid g an englne of growth of agricultural sector. The coefficient of short-run
dypainle cadsal relationship among AGR, IND and SER are statistically
Irvslpiitieant . That s, IND and SER have a positive and statistically insignificant
At i the short ron on AGK
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i) Industrial, Agricultural, and Services Sector

I'he estimate of short-run dynamic ECM equation indicates that
approximately 4.86 per cent is being corrected in the current year. It suggests
that one year lag IND is positively associated with present year’s IND.

Long run Equation
ININD , =-17.21820+ 1.232662 In AGR , + 4.119249 InSER __
SE (0.29737) (0.57144)
t-statistics [-4.14521]  [-7.20858] Significant at 5 %

level. P-value.

ECM Equation: _
“InIND.=0.048638 -0.042702 “In + 0.107182 “In -0.290200 “In +0.013814
R-squared = 0.240794 ; Adjusted R-squared = 0.186564 ; Durbin-Watson
statistic=2.051408. '

The value of the coefficient of the ECT for causality from AGR and SER
to IND is 0.048638 that is positive and significant. It implies that 04.86 % of
disequilibrium is corrected within the current year. It indicates that growth of
AGR and SER force growth of IND in India in the long-run. The results for any
short-run dynamic causal relationship between AGR and IND and SER are found
statistically insignificant indicating that in the short-run AGR, IND and SER
donot influence each other. :

iii) Services, Agricultural, and Industrial Sector

The estimated, coefficient of the grror term (ECT_ ) that indicates the
speed of adjustment of the SER towards the equilibrium state, suggests that
the state corrects approximately 05.02 pef cent of their error during one year.

Long run Equation 5 dp ;
INSER | =4.179938 -0.299244 InAGR  , +0.242763 IniIND
SE . (0.02300) (0.04001) .
t-statistics [13.0105] [-6.06706] Significant at 5 %
level, P-value. . o

LCM Eguation: ;
"l = 0.050166 -0.184856 “In -0.011645 “In -0.139034 “In +0.013903

Hoaguared = 0.096892 ; Adjusted R-squared = 0.032385 ; Durbin-Watson statistic
1 WU
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The coefficient of the ECT for causality from AGR, IND to SER is found

statistically insignificant. In the long run growth of AGR and IND doesnot
influence the growth of SER in India. The coefficient of short-run dynamic
causal relationship between AGR, IND and SER are also statistically
insignificant. It indicates there is no short-run causality among AGR, IND and
SER in any direction.
We can come to conclusion that in the long-run industrial and services sector
have positive influences on agricultural sector in India. Simultaneously, growth
in agricultural and services sectors has impact on industrial sectors. But,
agricultural and industrial sector donot influence the services sector in the
long-run,

% Concluslons :
The study empirically investigates the inter-sectoral linkages in India
uslng the vector autoregrassive (VAR) model over the period 1950-51 to 2013-

14, This paper also makes an attempt to examine the trends of growth rates
and relative shares of different sectors in Indian economy. The study reveals
that the continuous deceleration in share of the agricultural sector and the

moderate Increase in the share in industrial sector in gross domestic product
(GDP) and gross value-added (GVA) cause robust acceleration in the shares of
service sector in the economy. India registered robust and stable growth in
services sector as compared to that of industrial sector and volatile growth
rate of agricultural sector. The Johansen-Juselius co-integration test shows
the long-run equilibrium relationship among the agricultural, industrial and
services sectors. The causality test reveals that there exists unidirectional
causality running from the industrial sector and services sector to agricultural
sector and from the agricultural sector and services sector to industrial sector
in the long-run. No evidence of short-run causality among the sectors. The
nature of relationship between agriculture and industry, and between industry
and services are positive. But, there exists a negative relationship between
agriculture and services sector. The findings suggest that government policy
should focus on agriculture and ‘industry for sustainable, faster and inclusive
growth of India in the long-run. It should be kept in mind that the flash of
growth at the cost of sustainability is detrimental to our economy. On the
other hand depending solely on service sector, which is a temporal and fragile
phenomenon, there is a looming danger of sudden collapse of the economy
unless it is cushioned by a strong agricultural and manufacturing base.
: 00000
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Export and Economic Growth in 'Indi_a : An
Empirical Investigation in the Post-reform Era

Nirmali Borkakoty
Sapekhati, Charaideo

1. Introduction

The trend towards market economy in almost all the countries of world
has nereased the role of exports in developmental efforts. Expansion of
exports may lead to larger output and employment. It allows fuller utilisation
of capacity, increased exploitation of economies of scale and separation of
production pattern from domestic demand. At micro level, exports make
provision for important outlets for a number of industries. Development °
economists have long recognized the potential impact of export-led strategy
in the growth process of national income. The Export-Led Growth Hypothesis
(ELGH) postulates that export expansion is one of the key determinants of
economic growth. Ramos (2001) suggests that the hypothesis of export-led
growth (ELG) is substantiated by the following four arguments: first, export
prowth leads to an expansion of production and employment by the foreign
trade multiplier. Second, the foreign exchange made available by export growth -
allows the importation of capital goods, which, in turn, increase the production
potential of an economy. Third, the volume of and the competition in export
markets cause economies of scale and an acceleration of technical progress in
production. Fourth, given the three arguments mentioned ab'ove the
observed strong correlation of export and produc:tion growth is mterpreted as
aempirical evidence in favour of the ELGH. :

A number of studies have been conducted to examine the export -
growth relationship in an attempt to provide policy recommendations geared

(7))~
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towards enhancing growth of exports and subsequently economic growth of
countries. However, the export-growth nexus has exhibited mixed results in
case of different countries. The results for time series data covering 1950-
1081 for 37 LDC’s obtained by Jung and Marshall (1985) did not support the
export led economic growth in 33 countries except in Egypt, Costa Rica,
Indonesia and Ecuador. Ukpolo (1994) did a study of 8 African LDC’s over the
period 1969-1988 using time series data for each of the countries. The findings
showed a unidirectional causality running from non-manufactured exports to
output. Ismail and Harjito (2003) empirically tested the relationship between
export and economic growth in the case of ASEAN countries over the period
1966-2000 using a co-integration and causality framework. They found that
exports and economic growth are integrated in Indonesia and Singapore while,
in other countries there exists a short run relationship between exports and
economic growth. Secondly, a two-way causality relationship between exports
and economic growth was found in Indonesia and the Philippines and a
unidirectional causality running from exports to economic growth was found

in case of Singapore. Shirazi (2004) also found the existence of a unidirectional

relationship that runs from exports to output in case of Pakistan during the
period 1960-2003. Medina-Smith (2000) tested the ELGH in case of Costa Rica
for the period 1950-1997. The study found that the ELGH is valid in case of the
country; however, the empirical results also showed that physical investment
and population mainly drove Costa Rica’s overall economic performance from
1950 onwards.

The foreign trade policy regime of the developing countries was
governed by import substitution policies until the mid-1970s. But in late 1980s
developing countries had to make a decision to go either for export promotion
measures or import substitution policies where many developing countries
opted for export promotion measures ahead of import substitution (Sharma
and Dhiman, 2014). It was hoped that expansion of exports would lead to
better resource allocation, creation of economies of scale and production
efficiency through technological development, capital formation and
employment generation (Shirazi and Manap, 2005). India’s export policy in
the pre-reform period has been classified by Bimal Jalan, the former Governor
of Reserve Bank of India, into three phases. The first phase covered up to the
first oil shock of 1973, was mostly characterised by export pessimism with a
stagnant demand for exports. The second phase covered the period starting
from 1973 and continued for a decade. In this phase, exports were accorded
high priority and the policies were followed accordingly. The third phase
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covered roughly the latter half of the Sixth Plan and the whole of the Seventh
Plan. During this period, export promotion experienced a more positive
approach and the Government of India enhanced incentives for export
production and exports were incorporated as an integral part of industrial and
development policies. With the onset of liberalisation in 1991, the importance
of globalisation through trade and taking exports as engine of growth of the
economy has been broadly recognised in the country. The Government of
India has undertaken various export promotion schemes to boost up export
sales growth and has established various institutions to assist the export trade
sector. These organizations do not directly involve in trade activity but they
provide organizational support to the exporters and help them to promote
their export business. Presently, when the country is close to complete three
decades of the initiation of economic reforms and it is moving through radical
policy changes in order to become a more liberalised economy, it will be
interesting to understand whether India’s exports have any effect on the
country’s economic growth as per the expectation. In this context, this study
attempts to examine the relationship between export growth and economic
growth in India in the post-reform era.

The rest of the paper has been designed as follows: Séction 2 outlines
the objective of the study. In section 3 the methodology of the study has been
specified, Section 4 gives an overview of the trends in the growth of India’s
exports; section 5 includes the results of the empirical analysis and its
discussions and finally the section 6 concludes the study.

5 S s e

2. Objective

The objective of this study is to examine the relationship between
export and economic growth in India over the post-reform era and to test the
validity of Export-Led Growth hypothesis in the economy during this period.

3. Data Sources and Methodology

The required data for the purpose of this study were sought from
published reports of Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
(MoSP1) and Handbook of Statistics on Indian Economy, RBI, for the period
elapsed between 1991-92 and 2017-18. Data which are collected for this

analysis are: the values of Exports from India (in Crores) and the values of
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in Crores. In this study, export and GDP are
converted into real terms for analytical purpose. Real export and real GDP are
the indicators for export growth and economic growth respectively,
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The model used to investigate the' relatronshlp between export and

economic growth in case of India can: be forrnulated as: _
Growth =f (X) PO Ao D hits _.(1)

Where, growth: represents economic growth of Indla measured by

real GDP and X stands for value of real exports.”
The equatlon can be specified'as: ' L BAL O foisadan ol
' RGDP,=3,+4aRX+U, isoid rigad 2sd vipynay:
Where, RGDP= Natural Iog ‘of Real GDP METIabIY 2el slon
' RX= natural log 'of Real Exports
' @, is the intercept term of the model
& "5 is'the slope coeffi cient for RX
J '-Uastheerrorterm
e stands for current time perlod .
In 1ts non Hdinear form the model can be re written'as:

' INRGDP, = 8+ &, INRX#U, '~ /00w Dosiosehng o i3y

“The study was conducted by usung Vector Auto-Regression (VAR)

model with the appropriate techniques for the work of the analysm to test the

null hypothesus and the alternative hypothesis which are:

H There |s no relatlonship between real export and real GDP growth :

in lndia

real GDP~ warii prowth.”

The emplrlcal model used to test the causallty between export and sconomic .

growth by the technique of VAR can be specuf‘ed as:

InRGDP =4 +Z alnRX +Z QInRGDP +U,  {4)

= =

InRX, =4 + Zé.lnRG.D_E_.+.é InRX_+U
T 1'-j=l et TR AT TR

This study approaches the |ssue of export economlc growth

relationship in India through the following steps:

Step 1. Testing for Unit Root in INRGDP and InRX by applying Augmented chkey- :

Fuller (ADF) test.

H: There isa causal relatlonship exlsts between reaI export and lndla’s '

eifareT R W el “fel

el
Step 2: Testing for Cointegration between InNRGDP and InRX by applymg

Johansen’s Test for cointegration.
Step 3: Appllcatlon of VAR model and Granger Causality Test.

4. Trend in the growth of India’s exports

- The'progress of Indian economy in terms of exporting goods has been
remarkable since the mid 1990s. The exports from India are broadly classified
into four categories, namely, primary products, manufactured products,
petroleum products and other products: Table 2 presents:the annual growth
of exports under different heads from 1991-92 to 2017-18. In this study, trend
in the growth of India’s exports has been analysed with the help of Annual
Growth Rate (AGR) expressed in percentage for smooth comparlson

Table 1: Trend in the growth of India’s exports (1991—92 to 2017 18 (In percent)- -

YEAR AGRp AGRm “‘AGRpp- ~ AGRo °  ‘AGRx
199192 & L ey T 220 S e :
199293 6.26 6.77 1483 ' -1264° ©3.76

199194 26.91 18.65 -16.46 80.35 19.97

199495 6,08 22.50 4.80 9.96 18.4

199%06 19.17 16.38 8.83 14.46 20.75

1996-97 10,72 165 6,19 0.62 527

1997-98 4.3 7.85% 26.77 23.69 4.59

1998-99 9,88 2.84 -74.66 ¢2.381:55 a8 1l i
1999-00 -5.83 15.21 5649 '-32.90 2 340BS iy
2000-01 9.23 1555 ' 470643 ' 12558 - 2101 @ -
2001-02 0.52 2281 I3 3FnaRs 2y o e :
2002-03 2153 = 2060 °- 92158 - 153 2IEIORG i
2003-04 11373 0204970 038507 57700 1211
200405 " ©' 36887 5T P59q 5w QE R Lk 20337k O8G0
2005-06 -~ 20847 771948 ¢ 6653 - 0510972341
2006-07 - '~ 20207 - 17.030 ¢ 60407 ¢ 263900 22:62
2007-08°/%250 3919677 & = JpPF I iE BPDYCS 2H0YBRY T DRIET

200809 © - (8047 " 1959 © 51288 0013099 1374

2009-10 *+ 554,19 UI-CULE gy 00 g 3R cons 0 i3987: © 383

2010-11 - <2443 0s L3717 0 47130 ©0 7109500 40.49
201112 3982 ¢ 1736 35.10 -1.27 21.83
2012-13 060 0.92 7.59 4423  -1.82

201314 -16.86 231 4.79 13999 4.67
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2014-15 -5.44 5.29 -10.11 -22.26 -1.29
2015-16 -16.96 -7.62 -46.43 -3.86 -15.49
2016-17 8.52 6.30 3.94 -7.89 517
2017-18 16.49 7.80 18.45 6.78 9.98

Notes: AGRp, AGRm, AGRpp, AGRo, AGRx denotes Annual Growth Rate of
primary products, manufactured products, petroleum products, other products
and total exports respectively. Growth rates are expressed in percentage.
Source: Author’s calculation based on Handbook of statistics on Indian Economy,
various issues, RBI;

Table 1 reveals the trend in growth of exports in India during the study

period. India’s total exports have increased from Rs. 44042 Crores in 1991-92

to Rs. 1955541 Crores in 2017-18. However, the increase has not been uniform
over the years. There is some welcome evidence of a new dynamism of India’s
export performance aided by a more supportive domestic industrial policy
during the initial year of the study period. After that it has been increased in
real terms but the annual growth rate was reduced in subsequent years till
1994-95. In the year 1994-95 manufactured exports recorded 22.50 percent
growth whereas export of primary products and petroleum products were
lower than the previous period’s growth. However, the export of manufactured
products had registered lower growth in the year 1995-96 over 1994-95. On
the other hand, export of primary products, petroleum products and other
products had increased by 39.17 percent, 8.83 percent and 14.46 percent
respectively in the same period. The overall exports were increased by 20.75
percent during 1995-96 over the previous period. There was a gradual decline
in annual growth of India’s exports from the next period and exports had
registered a negative growth in the year 1998-99. The exports witnessed a
sharp upward trend in the year 1999-2000 due to favourable terms of trade for
non-oil exporting countries and the improved profit margins for the domestic
industry in the national markets. However, this trend did not last long and
during the period 2001-02, the growth rate of exports perished by 1.65 per
cent. The slowdown in exports could be attributed to a marked deceleration
in world output and trade. Exports recorded a robust growth of 20.29 per cent
during 2002-03. The growth of exports in the year 2009-10 was negative which

wis the minimum in the entire decade of 2000-10 and it may due to the
negative growth in both the exports of manufactured products as well as other
products. Moreover, the economic slowdown experienced by the countries
during this perlod was another important reason for decline in exports. It
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revived in the next year with the 40.49 percent growth and it was the maximum
during the entire study period. In the present decade, exports of the country
have registered negative growth during 2012-13, 2014-15 and 2015-16
respectively. The rate of decline in exports was the highest in 2015-16 i.e. a
decrease of 15.49 percent over the previous period which was also the
maximum rate of decline during the entire study period. However, it has started
to increase gradually from the next period. It is revealed that there is greater
volatility in the growth of primary products exports during the study period.
Exports of manufactured products recorded impressive growth in many years
during the study period. The export of petroleum products also maintained
remarkable growth during the later part of the study period.

The shares of exports in GDP throughout the study period have been
presented on the Table 2. It is observed that export to GDP ratio had been
gradually increasing since 1991-92 to till 2013-14 however, in recent years the
share of exports in GDP is declining .The recent fall in export share since 2013-
14 can be attributed to some structural factors like low technological
adaptability and absence of technology intensive foreign investment;
fluctuations in ol prices resulting in lower amount of foreign exchange

varnings and slowdown of demand in global markets and moderation in
commodity prices

fable 2: Export to GDP Ratio in India (1991-92 to 2017-18)
(In percent)
YEAR Export to GDP Ratio  YEAR Export to GDP Ratio YEAR Export to GDF Ratio

1991-92 7.18 2001-02 9.96 2011-12 -17.47

1992-93  7.63 2002-03 1128 +2012-13. :1741

1993-94  8.53 2003-04 1156 201314 18.19

1994-95 865 200405 1263 201415 1521

1995-96 9.51 2005-06 1346 201516 1246
1996-97 913 2006-07 1446 201617 12.04
1997-98  8.99 2007-08 14.31 2017-18 1144

1998-99  8.37 200809 1585 e

1999-00 859 ~ 2009-10 13.84

2000-01  10.58 15510 % o A L i

Source: Author’s calculation based on Handbook of statistics on Indian
Economy, various issues), RBI; MoSPI, GOI.
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%, Results of the empirical analysis and discussion

5.1 Stationarity analysis

The first step of the analysis on the relationship between export and
economic growth in India was to check for stationarity of variables. For this
purpose, a univariate analysis of the two time series i.e. real GDP (RGDP) and
real exports (RX) was carried out by testing for the presence of a unit root with
the help of the Augmented Dickey-Fuller (ADF) test. The results of the ADF
tests are summarised in the Tabie 3.
Table 3: Stationarity analysis: Results of ADF tests
Results of ADF tests in leve! of INRGDP and InRX

INRGDPINRX
Without trend -0.858 -1.057
With trend -2.752 -0.756
Result Non-StationaryNon-Stationary
Results of ADF tests at First Difference of INnRGDP and InRX

A INnRGDP A inRX
Without trend -5.396**%* -3.664%*
With trend -5.341%** LG L7 L
Result Stationary {1) Stationary {1}

Note: ** and *** indicates significance at 5 % and 1% level respectively.
Source: Author’s estimation. It can be seen from the table 2 that RGDP and RX
are two non-stationary time series in level as the nuil hypothesis of a unit
root cannot be rejected. The results of the ADF tests at the first differences of
INRGDP (A, INRGDP) and InRX (A InRX) show that the two time series are
stationary implying they are integrated of order one.
5.2 Co-integration analysis

Two time series are said to be co-integrated if they have a long-term
or equilibrium relationship between them. Before proceeding for further
analysis, RGDP and RX were tested for_co—integration by using Johansen co-
integration test. The optimal lag structure of the VAR was selected on the
basis of Akaike’s information criterion {(AIC), Schwarz’s Bayesian information
criterion (SBIC) and Hannan and Quinn information criterion (HQIC). The results
of the co-integration analysis are presented in the Table 4. It can be seen from
the table that the calculated trace statistics and max-eigenvalues are smaller
than their critical values; therefore, the null hypothesis cannot be rejected.
I'hus, the two series are not co-integrated. It can be concluded that real exports
and real GDP do not have long-term equilibrium relationship over the study
period it :

sraacl “llad
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Table < : Johansen's test for cointegrating vectors
H, = T' ere is no co-integration between INRGDP and InRX.H, = InRGDP and
INRX o 2 cointegrated.
Hypotl asised no. of Co-integrating relationships Trace statistic Max-
Ligeny ilue .
r=0  10.3912(15.41) 9.3743 (14.07)
rel 1.0169(3.76) 1.0169(3.76)
Notes: rindicates the number of co-integrating relationships. Figures in
parent 1eses indicate critical : i o
values of Trace and Max-Eigenvalue.
Source: Author’s estimation

%4 Application of VAR: Granger causality test

In the next step VAR- model was applied in order to determine the
causality direction between exports (RX) and economic growth (RGDP). The
causality can be of four types — firstly, no causal relationship between exports
and economic growth; secondly, unidirectional causality from exports to
cconomic growth; thirdly, unidirectional causality from economic growth to
exports and, fourthly, a bi-directional causality. The results of the Granger
catsality test are presented in the Table 5. It can be seen from the Table 5 that

unidirectional causality from RX to RGDP exists in case of India during the
study period,

Table 5: Results of the Granger causality test
Observation=26 , Lag=1

Time period Hypothesis F-Statistic Direction of causality
1991-92 10 2017-18 RX does not Granger cause RGDP QN IZ 10 4 ARk
(0.002) RX . RGDP

RGDP does not Granger cause RX 0.4942 (0.483) No Causation

Note: Figures in parentheses are the p-values; *** indicates significant at 1%
level.

Source: Author’s estimation. The estimated pair of regression equation can
be fitted as:

INRGDP, = - 0.6782807 + 0.4274872 InRX, , + 0.5991125InRGDP_, (6)

¢ SE= (0.5010723) (0.1401485)  (0.1246623)
p= (0.176) - (0.002)
(0.000) o e
INRX, = 0.2662203 —-0.053910‘1In_RGl§P(_1+ _1.r137372_9|nth_-1 (7)
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SE= (0.863683) (0.768247) (0.863686)
P= (0.389)  (0.483) (0.000)

The equation (6) reveals that lagged values of real exports (InRX) has
strong positive effect on real GDP growth. The growth of real GDP is also

significantly influenced by its own previous year’s value. The unidirectional .

causality running from real exports (RX) to real GDP and the statistically
significant effect of real export on real GDP growth supports the validity of
export-led growth hypothesis in case of India over the study period. The growth
of real exports however, does not significantly influenced by lagged valued of
real GDP (equation -7) and results of the Granger Causality test also revealed
the neutral causality from real GDP to real exports.

6. Conclusion

This study investigated the relationship between export and economic
growth in India over the period 1991-92 to 2017-18 using VAR model and Granger
Causality test. The variables considered for this purpose were real exports
and real GDP. The results showed that these two time series were non-
stationary in level and stationary in the first difference. The Johansen’s
Cointegration test revealed that there was no long-term equilibrium
relationship between real export and real GDP during the study period.
However, a unidirectional causality running from export to GDP was found in
case of India. The VAR results revealed a strong effect of the lagged values of
real exports along with the lagged values of real GDP on economic growth
(real GDP). Thus, the findings of this study support the validity of Export-led
Growth in India during the study period.

The findings of this study have important policy implications. The
strong positive effect of exports on economic growth implies that the policies
should be designed to encourage export production and in view of recent
decline in exports it is utmost necessary on the part of the Government to
adapt corrective measures to boost up India’s exports so as to avoid any
deteriorating effect on economic growth of the economy.

00000
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Translation in the Age of Globalization:
Problems and Prospects

Dr. Anita Konwar
Assistant Professor, Dept. of English
' Sonari College, Sonari

I_ritro'duc_tion: ;

' Translation is the communication of the meaning of a source-language
text by means of an equivalent target-language text. Translation involves
taking a text in one language and producing a version of it in another language.
Translation is normally from other languages into the translator’s native
language. It is part art and part science, and translators are faced with a variety
of challenges. The important thing is that translation is the transfer of meaning
from one language to another. It is not the transfer of words from language to
language. Ohe must translate the meaning of what is being said, rather than
do it word-for-word. This is because languages are not just different words.
Different languages also have different grammar, different word orders,
sometimes even words for which other languages do not have any equivalents.

The increasingly global and multicultural world has rendered translation more

and more important both as an actual, material practice and as a cultural
phenomenon to be critically analyzed. The relative increase in human contact
across linguistic-cultural boundaries, be they regional, national, continental,
etc. that has occurred in the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries
has generated, in turn, an increased need for communication across
boundaries. Despite the equivalence suggested by bilingual dictionaries, it is
common knowledge that people do not say precisely the same things in

different languages. Facial and corporeal gestures differ. Often colors are not *
designated similarly in unrelated languages. The social functions of the various -

meals of the day may be wildly dissimilar in various parts of the world. And

——r
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when one combines infinitely multiplied commonplace terms such as these
with the difficulties presented in interpreting such abstract notions as political
sovereignty and individual identity from one language to another, one begins
to glimpse both the difficulty and the vital interest of translating across
languages. '

Since the 1980s, translation as practice and as theory has become
central to comparative literature. Traditionally, this was not the case: the
discipline, founded largely in the United States by post-war European émigrés,
devoted itself almost exclusively to the European languages and demanded
that all texts be read in the original language. But as the canon has expanded
to include many non-European literatures, including various creole and hybrid
literatures and oratures, scholars have acknowledged the necessity of using
translations in research as well as in teaching. Whereas it used to be the case
that most major African literary works could be read in either French or English,
such Is not the case of writers such as Ngugi wa Thiong’o, whose African
languages also require translation, Along with the practical turn to translation
in comparative literature has come, not surprisingly, the critical and theoretical
assessment of translation in the context of globalization, multiculturalism,
cultural hybridity, post-colonial theory, and an emphasis on interdisciplinarity.
With its interest in crossing the borders between languages, cultures, and
hational literatures, comparative literature is implicitly committed to
performing and also to assessing theoretically the function and value of
“translation” in the widest sense of the term. : ;

Objective and methodology:

The objective of this paper is to analyze the problems and prospects
of translation in the Age of Globalization. The methodology applied in the
paper is analytical method. ;

Analysis:
Problems of translation: : _ :
Translators need an in-depth knowledge of two languages, and need
to be familiar with the subjects of the texts they are translating. This is
especially true for translation in such fields as technology, science, law and
medicine. When translating literature, poetry, songs and similar material
translators need to be familiar not only with the two languages involved, but
also with the cultures of the people who speak them. One problem literary
translators face Is what to do with culture-specific references — they could

e e (1)



confa sraifEmETs Rt s scaact #fae

translate them literally and provide footnotes or other explanations for
readers not familiar with the source culture, or try to find equivalents specific
to the target culture. Translation is a very big and complicated field. There are
some other problem areas related to translation: : '

Understatements and euphemisms:

One should be aware of the cultural differences in languages. Some
languages like to hide unpleasant facts beneath understatements or
euphemism. Euphemisms are mild or inoffensive words which are used in the
place of harsh or hurtful words. Some speakers might use humour in one
situation which another language would not permit. Again, one must
understand the meaning in context. :

Linking words: -

Words such as “although”, “but”, “from”, “even” and a host of others
are usually very important in English, as they are used to show the
relationships between the words in sentences. Getting these small words’
wrong can alter entirely the sense of the sentence.

Verbs:
These can sometimes cause problems in their different forms. There

are, for example, quite distinct meanings for the words “can”, “may”, “must”
and “should”. If one is not sure, it is best to avoid the construction altogether

and say it a different way.

Accuracy:
Some languages are more accurate than others in certain areas. For

example, many language groups in Papua New Guinea have more than 10
different words for varieties of sweet potato. The Inuit Indians of Canada
have different words for 20 separate things which in English we just call “snow™.
English is not a precise language in many areas. The translator should be aware
that a vagueness in English may not be acceptable in another language. For
example, one can say “Doctor Smith” in English, whereas in Chinese one has
to know the gender of the doctor to translate the word “doctor”. :

Ambiguity: - ; _
sometimes the exact meaning in the source language is left ambiguous
o purpose, in which case one should try to keep it that way. This is especially

o ol S . -
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so \.Nhen reporting claims, accusations and hearsay evidence in such things as
police stories. For example, a person might be charged in English with “unlawful
carnal knowledge”, which usually means a sexual offence against a person
under the age of consent. One should not translate that as “rape of a child” or
“sodomy of a little boy” or any other specific sexual act unless that is part of
the_charge. It is better in this case to use a phrase similar to “a sexual offence
against a young person”.

Names and titles:

There is still a debate about the need of translating names from one
language into another. For example, if a translator should retain the English
title “Education Department” or translate it into something like “office for
schools”? Of course, a lot depends on how the rest of the community use the
term, especially those people who are most closely involved, such as the
Education Department itself. The newspaper, radio or television station may
have a policy on this. One should get together to decide on a policy, taking
into account how the community in general deals with names and titles. There
are two ways people use names or titles. The first is to identify the place or
person, the second is to describe their function. It is usualto leave untranslated
names which act as signposts for people, but translate those names which
describe a function. For example, one would not translate the word “Baker”
in the name “Baker Street”, because it acts as a signpost, but one would
probably translate the name “Police Station”. If a language used by one’s

community is also used elsewhere in the world, one should remain aware of

how it is spoken in other countries. For example, French may be commonly

.used in one’s society, so one need to keep up-to-date with how French is used
in other French-speaking countries.

Prospects of translation and globalization:

Translation is considered as one of the means, among other
communicative activities, to shape, reflect and negotiate with the social
Fontext; that is, the social context interacts with translation activities. There
is no doubt that the situation of translation in the world has undergone radical
changes over the past decade. These changes are directly or indirectly related
to the changes in human communication, pushed by technology, tourism
international finance, and economy. The scope of communication is e,xpandingt
more modes, forms, media, and channels are available and used for makiné
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rmmnmug ‘thaw megmmﬁeggfmletlon has a mgmﬂcant roIe to play in the Age_
ob glapalizatiens sonsho tsuxse = 2o
) “binans hatiap 45 zingvitabie for compames whuch operate in multlple
0 1equnties.Semetimesthey need to pass information or collect data from
aonsalb thexemplayessiar: branches acrass the world. In-this scenario, it is
necessary that they translate the information to-and fro..Moreover, in
scenarios where they need to negotiate terms with international
governments or other local companies for tie-ups, the~,4r need to have
sno prefestnansiationaf-proposals and demands. .
dilzin totlayisswobldointarnational diplomacy.is the most |mportant of all
10t sexfierhabldftaitss dapy a times-the world leaders are expected to present
arly sheinrideas-nosiuations arising in-other parts.of the world. Itis important
st thatsthosesideasiiave translated properly when expressed; -else they can
s Fasdtzimanajekcatastrophes.. Moreover, international dialogues on
gnistdifferent mattessirest heavily on successful translation. . o
gjar{ Tranglations ofmarious art forms like music, films and Ilterature from a
10 sTegieniisynacessary. for global understanding of a region and its life. The
batsiplightrofRalestine refugees, the poverty in Brazilian streets, ‘the: colorful
didifesinsypanisty cities and the myths and legends of ancient India are
“15isPreading:atrass the world; riding on the shoulder of good translation.
bivoWransiated films and subtitled films generate more revenue-for global
2sndilm ndustey, while: translated music and literature provides-added
to oveayaltigsteithe artists. Recognition from the world stage and 1nternat|onai.
yinofamsisanadded bonus:

. 16Hz1;\Watld events can only be. transmitted accuratety |f the correct mformatlon

is received by news agencies. This involves proper. translation of news
coming from local bodies and regional centers. Unless proper translation
is done, the news will be ambiguous and unreliable.
©)i1The.glebal citizenship can only be achieved through sharing and caring.
IsiroPifferent peaple - around the world use different languages and are most
grarfcomfortable handling their online activities in their own regional
Isnibianguages, but they translate their thoughts in Eng!;sh so:-that- global
hotelfriepds can understand them. e
f)oiTaurists around the world complain: of bemg short~changed and tncked
nnibasghey are unfamiliar with the destinations. The primary reason for-such
anblimegative experiences. is the absence of proper translation. If proper
translation along with genuine guidance is provided to tourists, the quality
of a particular region will be enhanced as a tourist friendly destination.
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This not only makes the country as a popular tourist destmatlon but also
helps in mcreasmg the revenue of the country. i
Conclusron ; e & b i v
: G!oballzatlon has had an enormous impact on peoples Iwes and

becomlng a'more lmportant tooI to enhance understandmg between cultures.
Cultures that readers are traditionally not familiar with have become more
familiar as a result of globahzatron The practice of foreignising or exoticizing
translation has changed as a result of globalization. The source and target
cultures are so different that translators face a considerable challenge in
enabling readers to understand the source culture. Globalization has made it
possible to include lesser known cultures and languages. Globalization is linked
to English berng a hngua franca the language is said to be used at conferences
and seen as the main Ianguage m the new tech no!ogles The use of English as
a global language is an importar wWol ommumcatlon Globalization
is placed in the context of cha'n es in e g nomrcs Scit '_n_ce technology, and g
soclety. Globalization and technology are very helpfu! to translators in that :
translators have more access ta online, mformatlon such as dlctlonanes of
losser-known languages.
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Cognitive PerSpective of Lev Semyonit:h
Vygotsky and Child’s Development
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Assistant Professor, Department of Education,
Sonari College, Sonari

1.0. Introduction:

Change is inevitable on this Earth, and human civilization has gone through a
vast course of change throughout the centuries. With the rise and growth of
human civilization, human thinking and numerous theories, related to human
thoughts evolved with remarkable differences and still novel ideas and
theories are being introduced to get a closer look into human nature and
nurture.

Psychology is a very important part of the study of human nature. It is
the study of human behaviour. In every individual there are three prominent
aspects of behaviour- cognitive aspect, psycho-motor, and affective. Among
these, cognitive aspect or perspective or individual development helps the
individual to adjust his behaviour to the ever-changing environmental
conditions or to enable him to accomplish a task that needs complex cognitive
abilities. In this respect, Vygotsky’s name is uttered with great reverence
whose theory of cognitive perspective or theory of social cognitive
development may be considered as the most relevant and important cognitive
theory in the contemporary social context.

A brief life-sketch of Lev Semyonich Vygotsky

A humanist and intellectual, Lev S. Vygotsky was born in 1896 in Orsha,
in the Russian Empire {(now known as Belarus). He was influenced by his cousin
Devid Vygotsky and tutored by Solomon Ashpiz. Fluent in French and German,
he studied philosophy and literature at Shanyavsky People’s University. while
completing a master’s degree in law at Moscow University. Returning home in
1917, he taught at various institutes, and began reading widely in psychology
and education. He later worked extensively on ideas about cognitive
development. In 1934 Vygotsky died of tuberculosis just at the age of 37, in
Moscow. ; '
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Vygotsky was a pioneering psychologist and highly prolific author, well
known for his 6 volumes work began with Psychology of Art (1925). In 1934 he
completed his last work, Thought and Language (or Thinking and Speech). In
his brief ten-year career, interrupted by severe bouts of tuberculosis,
Vygotsky’s demanding schedule included lecturing throughout the U.S.S.R.,
organizing research projects, and conducting clinical work. His writing,
undertaken late at night and during his hospitalizations, was banned in the
U.S.S.R. in 1936 for twenty years for “bourgeois thinking.” This charge originated
from the fact that Vygotsky had incorporated ideas from European and American
anthropologists, linguists, psychologists, and zoologists into his work.

2.0. Objectives of this study

The main objectives of this study are

1.1. fo provide a brief concept of Cognitive Perspective of psychology.

112, fTo focus on the different factors influencing the Cognitive
development of children.

1.9 To discuss on Vygotsky’s theory of cognitive development

1.4. To analyse the merits and demerits of Vygotsky’s theory of cognitive
development )

1.5. To make a discussion on practical application of Vygotsky’s theory of
cognitive development in the present context. :

3.0. Methods of the study ; :

In this study, basically descriptive method has been used for discussion
or highlighting of the main features. The data have been, collected from
secondary sources such as scholars’ views written in different books of
psychology, qualitative books, journals, periodicals and from internet, and
provided in this paper after through self analysis.

4.0. What is Cognitive Perspective of psychology?

‘Cognitive perspective of psychology or cognitive process or cognitive

development is one of the complex parts in the process-of child development.
The child development is consists of three processes (i} Biological processes
(ii) Cognitive and {iii) Socio-evolution processes. _

Cognitive development is not merely acquiring knowledge and adding to it.
Knowledge is barren until it is accompanied by understanding and wisdom.
Cognitive is also described as intellectual or mental development. According
to J.S. Bruner (1964) “Intellectual development is the capacity to deal with
several choices at the same time.” Cognitive development includes various
aspects such as development of concepts, perception, language, memory,
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reasoning, thmkmg, imagination and mtelhgence creativity and problem
solving.

There are different factors influencing the Cognitive development of children:

(i) Heredity — affected by the inherited intelligence and the individual
experience.

(ii) Physical Growth — A healthy person is likely to have a better cognition
than a person who has poor physique.

(iii) Physical Environment — Fresh air, sufficient light and ample space has a
great bearing on cognition.

(iv) Family Environment — The kind of discussion held in the famlly, type of
reading material available in the family also affects the cogmtwe
development.

(v) Socio-Economic Status of the family also affects the Children’s mental
development, what type of developmental facility provided to them. But there
are some exceptions also.

(vi) School Environment — The quality of the school and its physical and human
resources also affect the cognitive development of the child.

Cognitive development/process is not static in one specific stage of
development. It is a continuous/gradual painstaking process that goes on from
birth to death; but it is not an automatic process.

mterrefat:onsh.'p of Cognitive development with other aspects of
Development. .

5.0. Vygotsky’s Theory of cognitive deveinpment
Vygotsky began to work in psychology shortly after the Russian revolutlon
The new philosophy of the Marxist emphasized socialism and collectivism.

Sharing and co-operation was encouraged, and the success of any individual

was seen as reflecting the success of the culture. Vygotsky was influenced by

these new trends of thinking and he made a socio-cultural approach to study
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human deve]opment For him, the individual’s development is a result of his
or her culture. Development, in Vygotsky's theory, applies mainly to mental
development, such as thought, language and reasoning process. These abilities
were understood to develop through social interactions with others (especially
parents, peers, and teachers) and therefore represented the shared
knowledge of the culture.

Vygestsky’s theory of cognitive development is also well known as
theory of social cognitive development. It is complimentary to Bandura’s Social
learning theory. In contrast to other cognitive perspectives, Vygotsky accorded
a central role to culture and social interaction in the development of complex
thinking. In addition, he advocated the study of children’s unfolding
development of cognitive processes, and pioneered a research method to
accomplish this purpose. He also contributed ideas to pedology (child study)
and defectology (special education) that anticipated current views.

An important concept in Vygotsky’s theory is that the potential for
cognitive development is limited to a certain time span. He believed strongly
that community play a strong role in the process of “making meaning”. Piaget
mentioned that child’s learning takes place after development. Opposing this
idea, Vygotsky put forward his view that children’s learning occurs because of
social interaction and can happen before development.

Vygotsky believed that there were four key elements to a child’s
learning mechanism -

(i) Inter-subjective: It can be thought of as shared understandmg particularly
between a child and an adult.

(ii) Internalization: It is the process where a child converts potentlal
development into actual development through social interaction.

(iii) Mediation: It is where learner develops higher mental processes such as
verbal thinking and categorized perception. :

(iv) ZPD (Zone of proximal development): Vygotsky defines ZPD as “the distance
between the actual developmental level as determined by independent
problem solving and the level of potential development as determined
through problem solving under adult guidance or in collaboratlon with more
capable peers.”

Iin the social development theory Vygotsky has taken three
developmental approaches to understand the child’s cognitive functioning.
Vygotsky’'s theory is one of the foundations of constructmsm The major
themes are —

(i) Inter-psychological and Intm-psycholog:ca! approg h
Inter-psychological approach or social interaction plays a fundamental
role in the processes of cognitive development. In contrast to Jean Piaget’s
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understanding of child development in which development necessarily
precedes learning, Vygotsky felt social learning precedes development. He
states that every function in the child’s cultural development appears twice —
first, on the social level or between people and secondly inside the child or
the individual level.

In inter-psychological approach, according to Vygotsky, young children
use language not only for social communication but also to plan, guide and
monitor their behaviour in a self-regulatory fashion. The use of language for

self regulation is called inner speech or private speech. For Piaget, private

speech was egocentric and immature, but for Vygotsky it was an important
tool of thought during the early childhood year. Vygotsky focused on the idea

that all mental functions have external or social origins. Children must use
language to communicate with others, before they can focus inward (focus on .
- their own thoughts). Children also must communicate externally and use

language for a long period of time before the transition from external to
internal speech takes place. This transition period occurs between the ages of
three to seven years and involves talking to oneself. After a while the self talk
becomes second nature to children and they can act without verbalizing. When
this occurs children have internalized their egocentric speech in the form of
inner speech, which becomes their thoughts. In this matter Vygotsky argued

that the children who use lot of private speech represent early transition to -

be more socially communicative than who do not.

(2) Zone of Proximal Development and scaffolding:

ZPD is the most influential concept provided by Lev. S. Vygotsky and
he observed that learning leads development and the children’s cognitive
task can be completed in collaboration with an adult or an advanced peer.

According to Vygotsky Z.P.D is — “The distance between the actual
developmental level as determined by independent problem solving and the
level of potential development as determined through problem solving under
adult guidance or in collaboration with more capable peers.”

The ZPD is the difference between what a learner can do without
assistance and what he can do with assistance. The actual developmental

level represents retrospective (to learn in past) mental development, while

ZPD represent prospective{fulfilled in future}mental development.
Vygotsky defines that the ZPD has four learning stages. These stages

range between the lower limit of what the student has the potential 'of

accomplishing.

Stage 1: Assistance provide d by more capabte others {coaches experts,

teachers).
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Stage 2: Assistance by self.
Stage 3: Internalization automatization (Fossmzatlon)
Stage 4: de-automatization, recursiveness through prior stages.
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The important aspect of Wgotsky s theory is that the instruction is
more efficient when students engage in activities within a supportive learning
snvironment and when they receive appropriate guidance that is mediated
iy tools, Tools may be a mentor peers, computers, etc.

For example — A new bicycle rider has faced lot of technical problems
to handle the cycling. If, in the meantime someone, adult or peer shows the
appropriate techniques of bicycle ridding then it will be easier for the new
rider to learn '

In this example — The new rider when he/she tries to tackle the
halancing and controlling of cycle she/he is in Zone of proximal Development
(ZPD). The adults or peers who teaches is the M.K.O (More Knowledgeable
others)

And the techniques instructions and specific tools which are used by the peers
(MKO) are the Scaffolding. The following diagram presents the child’s learning
process in cognitive development.

Show
current
. achievement
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Scaffolding: :

Scaffolding is often used in connection with Z.P.D and both are closely
related. Vygotsky himself did not coin the term. In 1976 Wood, Bruner and
Ross invent the term ‘scaffolding’ to describe tutorial interaction between an
adult and a child. The metaphor was used to explore the nature of aid provided
by an adult for children learning how to carry out a task they could not perform
alone. According to Balaban ~ “Scaffolding refers to the way the adult guide
the child’s learning via focused questions and positive interactions” Just as
the scaffolding of a building helps to support it, assistance from adults and
peers in a child’s environment helps support the child’s development.

It is where the teacher or more competent peer provides hints or
prompts to assist the learner in reaching the edge of his or her Z.P.D into their
classroom activities and providing group-work involving children of different
abilities who can help each other learn. Scaffolding does not have to be a
person — it can be a computer or graphing calculator. The use of technology as
a scaffolding tool besides human being is criticized in the context that
technology localizes a child and therefore it prevents that child from receiving
valuable social interaction. But its merit is that technology enables students
to explore their own Zone of Proximal Development without the assistance
of a teacher or peer. Dialogue as an important tool of scaffolding in the ZPD is
emphasized in Vygotsky’s theory.

{iii) MIKO {More knowledgeable others)

The MKO refers to anyone who has a better understanding, experience
or a higher ability level than the learner in respect to a particular task, process,
or concept. The MKO is normally thought of as being a teacher, coach or older
adult, but the MKO could also be peers, a younger person or even computers.
Some campanies support employees in the service by such Electromc
Performance Support System. (EPSS)

Two essential features of Vygotsky's theory are that the learning and
developmental processes don’t happen at the same time; the develapment
processes comes after learning has taken place; and learning and
developmental processes are never equal to each other.

Vygotsky believed that children learn through play. He opined, “Play
creates a Zone of proximal development of the child. In play child always
behaves beyond his average age, above his daily behaviour; in play it is as
though he were a head taller than himself.” Another aspect of play that
Vygotsky referred to was the development of social rules that develop from

ciehfs srifawrier el e srzach «ifaw

the side of different family members and peers th'rough- different playing
situation.

6.0. Criticism of the Vygotsky’s theory

Vygotsky’s.$ocial cognitive theory is considered most influential theory of
social constructivism. This theory has some merit and demerits also —
Merits:

(i) Vygotsky's theory considered for the first time that learning occurs because
of social interaction and can happen before development.

(i) For the first time Vygotsky’s theory reveal out the idea or phenomena of
Z.P.D, MKO & Scaffolding and their role in the cognitive development of the
child. :

(iii) In the social cognitive theory of Vygotsky, one important analysis is done
about the private speech or inner speech of the children.

(iv) Emphasis on the play as learning phenomena of the child is another
Important aspect of Vygotsky’s theory which helps the child to earn social
acceptable rule and regulation and provide opportunity for their development
of Inter-psychological and intra-psychological aspect.

Demerit/Criticism:

(1) Vygotsky's theory is Iater criticized for his over emphasis on the role
language in thinking,

(i) Some psychologist criticized Vygotsky’s theory for his notion about role of
MKO, arguing that some children may become lazy and seek help or become
utterly dependent in spite of having the ability to do a task on their own.

(iii) The school of Vygotsky and specifically his cultural historical psychology
was much criticized during his life time as well as after his death. The criticism
was done mainly for ignoring the role of practice and practical, object bound
activity. _ ‘
(iv) Vygotsky’s social cognitive theory was also criticized by Soviet
psychologists, Sergei Rubinstein and his followers for his notion about
mediation and its development in the works of students.

7.0. Practical Application in the Present Context

In applying Vygotsky’s theory of social cognitive development, kearsley
suggests the importance keeping the following principles in mind. —

(i) Full cognitive development requires social interaction.

(ii) Cognitive development is limited to a certain range at any given age.

T MRS ) T SR
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In the general school system many school have traditionally he!c‘i a
transmissionist or instructionist modelin which a teacher or lecturer ‘transmits’
information to students. But Vygotsky’s theory provides learning contexts in
which students play an active role in learning. Role of the teacher and student
are therefore shifted, as @ teacher should collaborate with his or her students
in order to help facilitate meaning construction in students. Teachers in
Vygotsky’s classroom would favor guided participation in which they structure
the learning activity, provide helpful hints or instructions that are carefully
tailored to the child’s current abilities, monitor the learner’s progress gradually
 turning over more of the mental activity to their pupils, and promote
cdoperative learning exercises. Learning therefore becomes a mutual/
reciprocal experience for the students and teacher.

(a) Use the ZPD: In the school or other social circumstances a students can
reach the goal or earn skill & knowledge more preferably through close
collaboration or in ZPD. Once the goal is achieved, it can become the
foundation for the development of a new ZPD.

{b) Use Scaffolding: scaffolding is useful to the children when they need help
with self initiated learning activities, to move to a higher level of skill &
knowledge. )

{c) Use MKO, peers as teachers: It emphasizes on peer tutoring in different
circumstances. Children also earn benefit from the support and guidance of
more skilled peers to achieve the goal.

{d) Encourage collaborative fearning and recognize that learning mvolves.a
community of learners. Peer, adults, teachers, parents, etc. work t&gejci'}er in
a community of learners rather than the child learning as an isolated ir_sdwu?h,_lal.
(e) Consideration of the cultural context of learning for the cogmtlv:i
development of the child is an important applicable aspect of Vygotsky's
theory. - ' : it
(f) Another important aspect of Vygotsky’s theory is the system of monitoring
and encouraging children to use private/inner speech. 1t develops the
internalization and self regulative skill of the learner.

(g) Vygotsky opposed the idea of assessing the child’s 1.Q and other formal,
standardized test to know the children’s learning and their readiness 10 learn;
rather he argued that assessment should focus on determining the student’s
sone of proximal development.

An application of Vygotsky’s concept of the ZPD is the one.—on —one
tutoring provided by Newzeland teachers in the Reading Recovery Program.

e
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8.0. Conclusion -

Vygotsky’s theory is a social constructivist approach which emphasis
the social context of learning and that knowledge is mutually built and
constructed. In spite of some merits and demerits Vygotsky’s notion of ZPD,
MKO, Scaffolding and private speech has more relevance in the present
educational, social & cultural circumstances. In the complex social structure
with availability of different instructional media, it is necessary for every child
to develop their own self regulatory'nature to adjust any kind of situation.
Parents, teachers, adults, must provide their collaboration to the children in
their knowledge and experience gathering process implementing the cognitive
theory of Vygotsky in a proper way. Obviously the MKO needs to be very
skillful and clever in its implementation paying special notice to the fact that
the children are not taking an unfair opportunity to escape any given task.

- They also should be careful not to block the spontaneous creativity as well as

experience gathering process of the new learners.
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introduction

The American Baptist Mission arrived in Assam due to the initiative
taken by Francis Jenkins, the longest serving Commissioner of Assam (1834-
1861). Though he did have a religious inclination however his political motives
in facilitating the beginning of work by the American Baptist Mission are more
significant. Jenkins decided that the pacification of the hostile frontier tribe¥
such as the Khamtis and the Singphos could be possible with the help of the
missionaries through the medium of education and religion. He was advised
by William H. Pearce of the British Baptist Missionary Society in Calcutta to
invite the American Baptist missionaries who were already working in Burma
to Assam.! The American Baptist Mission was requested of the same and
accepting the invitation on 23™ March, 1836, two American Baptists, Nathan
Brown and Oliver Cutter who were working in Moulmein in Burma arrived at
Sadiya bringing along their families and a printing press. They were later joined
by Miles Bronson. It is mentionable that the actual objective of Brown and
Cutter was to reach the Shan tribes of Northern Burma and South China by first

Chrlstlamzmg the -Shans living around Sadiya and the frontier tribes. Thls""‘ i
objective could not be attained due to numerous problems and the mission

decided to concentrate on evangelism and Christianization of the tribes of
the Brahmaputra Valley instead. Accordingly work was started in Sadiya.
Gradually mission stations were established in Sibsagar, Nowgong and
Guwahati. The mission undertook evangelistic work not only among the hill
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tribes of erstwhile Assam but also in the plains. Apart from formal education
they also carried out social welfare works like opening of orphanages, old age
homes, widow and child care centres etc. The Assam Baptist Mission also
provided medical services. Not only did they open hospitals and dispensaries
but they also worked for the development of medical education in Assam.
Along with formal education steps were taken to develop vocational and
technical education in the state as well. It was due to the efforts of the
American Baptist Mission that western education developed in Assam. But
even more important is the mission’s contribution towards the development
and conservation of the Assamese language. Nathan Brown, Oliver Cutter and
others translated several tracts into Assamese. They encouraged writing in
Assamese through the Orunodoi which was the first Assamese magazine
published in 1846 from the Baptist Mission Press set up in Sibsagar by the
missionaries. ;

Contribution of Women Missionaries

- Despite their religious motive which was conversion of the people of
Assam, the work of the American Baptist Mission is commendable. A significant
part of this work was carried out by women missionaries. Their role and
contribution has always been overshadowed by that of their male counterparts
but must be acknowledged because had it not been for the perseverance,
sacrifice of the women missionaries the missions would not have achieved as
much as they did. Women have always been significant in the history of
Christian missions. And this was the case with the women missionaries who
came to Assam as well. Men sent as missionaries to Assam were often
accompanied by their wives or sisters as companions. In fact the first Christian
women missionaries to come to Assam belonged to the American Baptist
Mission. Eliza Brown and Harriet Cutter arrived with their husbands Nathan
Brown and Oliver Cutter in Sadiya as early as 1836 and took care of the first
mission school started there. Other mentionable missionary wives were Ruth
Bronson (wife of Miles Bronson), Jane Barker (wife of Cyrus Barker), Mary
Mead Clark (wife of Edward winter €lark), Mrs. A.K.Gurney (wife of
Rev.A.K. Gurney), Jessie Fremont Moore (wife of P.H. Moore) etc: Stationed .

‘with their” husbands at different places in Assam these women contributed in .

equal measure to evangelization and education as their husbands. In the
beginning women were only sent as missionaries to accompany their
husbands. So the married women were the first to arrive as missionaries.
However gradually the Mission societies started sending single or unmarried
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women missionaries as they displayed equal zeal and competence as their
male counterparts. In the words of Jane Haggis, ‘The recruitment of single
women as lady missionaries marked the beginning of a process of incorporation
and professionalization of women’s work’>’Amongst the single unmarried
ladies who arrived and pursued women’s work with vigor in Assam mention
may be made of Rhoda M Bronson (the first single woman missionary to arrive
in Assam), Isabella Watson, Anna K.Brandt, Elizabeth Vickla nd and Orrell Keeler
etc.

Influencing the native Assamese women was not an easy task as they
belonged to the inner domain of the society. Ladies of the higher castes hardly
ventured out of their homes and within the household they lived in separate
guarded spaces referred to as zenangs. This practice was seen not only amongst
the Muslims but also amongst Hindu high caste Brahmin families and royal
families. Thus it was almost Impossible for the male missionaries to reach out
to the native women in the inner domains. Hence involvement of the
missionary women i.e wives of the missionaries and single ladies was
necessary.’® It was observed that it was comparatively easier for the women
missionaries to enter into the native households for the spread of religion
and education.* Ms. Orrell Keeler’s work in the Zenana is mentionable. She
wrote that Zenana work was challenging the high caste women instructed by
their husbands offered much opposition to Christian teachings. In many cases
all they could teach these women was needlework as they were not allowed
to or interested in learning about the Bible or other subjects.s Missionary

- societies established by American Baptist women in America like the Woman's
Baptist Foreign Missionary Society (WBFMS) in Boston in 1871, sent many
women missionaries to serve in North East India. These societies are
remarkable for the fact that it was due to the initiative taken by them that
single American women were begun to be sent as missionaries to India. This
led to the coming of more women missionaries to North East India in the
nineteenth century. These women though held ideas of the ‘appropriate’ role
of women in the church and society; however they were also influenced by
the women’s movement which began to develop in America in the nineteenth
century. ° This might explain why the women missionaries took interest in
work focusing on women’s issues specifically education of women and girls.
All missionary wives were engaged in education. This observation was made
by Miles Bronson in his diary entry in 1838. 7 Mentionable were the educational
activities of Eliza Brown and Harriet Cutter at Jaipur, Jane Barker at Sibsagar
and the works of Ruth Bronson among the Nagas at Namsang. These women
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also carried out other literary. works such as translation and compilation of
textbooks in Assamese and other regional languages. For instance Mary Mead
Clark produced the first Ao Naga Grammar., Mrs. P.E.Moore translated the
Sunday School Lessons to Mikir, Eliza Brown translated a primer to Assamese

had to first painstakingly learn the languages and undertake examinations in
the same. The women made special provision for girl students and in addition
to general subjects, sewing, knitting and singing was also included. Medical
work and work for the destitute girls was also mentionable. The work of the
women missionaries in the Nowgong Orphan Institute, Gauhati Boarding
School for girls and other such institutes is also mentionable. Another sphere
in which American Baptist women missionaries, both wives and unmarried,
were very active was in the establishment of women’s organization within

promoting this work.®

Theological Training of Women

Despite their undeniable contributions to the progress of missionary
work, women were never accorded positions in Church ministries or in
ordained posts due to the patriarchal nature of the Church order. So they
could never actually preach as ministers, but continued to function as teachers
in the mission and Bible schools, and were responsible for welfare institutes
and societies. The proceedings of the annual meetings of The American Haptisi
Foreign Mission Society and the Reports of the Assam Baptist Mission is proof
of women’s active participation not only in the meetings but as a whole in the
mission field.® For instance in the report of the Assam Baptist Mission we find
detailed accounts written by the women missionaries themselves of the
prospects and progress made in the various institutions they were in charge
of like the Mission Girls’ School and Women’s Hospital and the Reeder
Memorial Home for widows and orphans at Satribari, Guwahati; the Mission
Girls Training School at Nowgong, the Mission Girls School at Golaghat, the
Gale Memorial Bible Training School, the Impur Mission Training Scool and the
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gentler sex they were welcomed into the families of the local people who
were otherwise wary of the male missionaries.

It was upon this foundation that women began to increasingly come forward
to receive theological education and training in Assam. Presently there are a
large number of women attending Theological institutions to obtain degrees
in Christian theology. Women students usually join Mission schools or welfare
organizations and rarely Churches in ministerial positions. According to
F.S.Downs “It was the theologically trained women who first brought the
insights of the modern feminist movement to North East India. *°The position
of local or indigenous women and girls who came forward to receive theological
education and to convert to Christianity is also an important subject to be
considered. It was often that Assamese and other tribal women had to face
persecution from society and lose their inheritance rights (if any) due to this
reason. Elizabeth Vickland, a single lady missionary who came to Assam around
1915 and was actively involved in mission education for girls at Nowgong and
Golaghat had written about this very matter in her books Through Judy’s Eyes,
With Christ in Assam and Daughter of Brahma: A Tale of the Brahmaputra
Country.**

Conclusion

To conclude we can say that the contribution of the women missionaries
of the American Baptist Mission in Assam is undeniable. The establishment of
most of the mission girl schools can be credited to the effarts of these women
missionaries. If not for their contributions to and encouragement of formal
education for girls and women would not be as developed in Assam as it was
today. Their medical and sanitation campaigns also provided better health
awareness and facilities to improve maternal and child care. The concept of
women’s organizations in Assam was encouraged by these women missionaries
as they set an example by forming such organizations amongst themselves. It
was also due to the activities started by them that their potential as prospective
leaders was recognized and women in Assam began to come forward for proper
theological training.
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Sankardeva : Whether a Sociologist
or Not

3 Dr. Jyoti Prasad Saikia
Chairperson,DrBhupen Hazarika Centre for Performing Arts
- Dibrugarh University.

A persona, who with his extra-ordinary acumen endowed an enviable

stature to the greater Assamese society by anchoring it solidly on a lofty
* pedestal by dint of his multi-dimentional talents. He has been considered as
‘Guru’ of Assamese society. He preached Vaisnavism and propounded his faith
of devotion on the basis of the Bhagavata — Purana, the Padma-Purana, the
Visnu-Purana and the like, where Krishna-Visnu is identified as the supreme
Being. He was a knowledgeable and achieved vast knowledge of epic texts,
especially all the Sastras. He is one and only great guru SrimantaSankardev a
who is addressed as ‘mahapurukh’. Therefore candidly speaking; if is indeed a
daunting taskfor me tomention his multi-dimentional qualities in a few lines.
On the otherhand, discussion about his contribution is not a new matter in the
both academic and non-academic discourses. Even a good number of eminent
resource persons of Sankardeva have been dedicating themselves to study
his activities from different perspectives. Many intellectuals have been
influenced by his ideclogy and activities. Sankardava is still being considered
by all-as a savior of the Subaltern. His bhakti movement redeemed the people
of the oppressed society from the bondage of brahmana priesthood. His
religious movement unified the people of different castes and communities
into one common bond as Assamese (Dutta : 1990)LakshminathBezboruah, an
icon of Assamese literature, mentions in the introduction to his work that
Sankardeva went against the tyrannical Raja (king) and powerful evilminded
Brahmins and propagated his religion fearlessly at the risk of his life,
(Bezboruah: 1914). Prof. D. Nath, a historian also mentions the Bhakti
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Movement stressed upon relaxation of caste distinctions in the field of
religious practices, and edifications of the masses in the religious scriptures.
(Nath: 2012). As like intellectuals, a huge number of common people followed
him and allowed themselves to sit together in their religious pursuit and in
other social spheres as well (Dutta:1990). They also strived to make an
egalitarian assamese society under his guidance. He was highly honoured by
one and all. in spite of this, we know, Sankardeva had been able to influence

" common people through songs, music and drama which he employed to make

a new egalitarian society. He tried to.visualize a liberated society through
improvement of their creativity in cultural activities. Significantly, his creation
‘Bhowna’, a theatrical performance, given a new path to Assamese society.

- Candidly realizing it brought the morals from the scriptures to the mind of

men; it gave them pleasure and creativity and an opportunity to assemble,
and more importantly, it infused within them a cultural spirit. (Nath:2012). No
doubt at all Sankardevawas a path-maker of Assamese society. He sought to
make himself as the savior of mankind. But | personally always raise a question
about him and that is whether he is a sociologist or not. | think he may be
considered as a great sociologist throughout the history. Sociology as discipline
has a logic of its state of existence. It is sociology, which embodies social
knowledge, to reflect and comprehend societal phenomena and social reality
in all their heterogeneity and complex with reference to contradictions that
trigger processes of change and transformation in the society and its
institutions (Mukherji :2006). Sankardeva also focused on social knowledge
and used his understanding of this knowledge to reflect and comprehend
social reality. He wished to analyse social phenomena and talked about social
change by making a casteless egalitarian human scociety. During his time,
history reveals, it was a very much caste-ridden society controlled by high
caste people. People were held in great fear lest they ‘low caste’ (Neog :
2007). In this contextSankardeva strived to eradicate casteism and appealed
for equality and fraternity among people. Significantly, more or less Assamese
people at all strata had been influenced by him and they became free from
deeply rooted caste system. Sankardevapropogated the ideology of equality
and fraternity in connection of his philosophy. He says “KiratKachari/ Khasi
- JavanKankaGowal/  Asomnuluka/ RajakaTuruk/

(Bhagawata — 1270/1271), He established a_new social order which includes
truth, faith and social justice. He showed everybody in practice how to
inculcate equality and fraternity. He patronized a great message which is based
on non-violence to all. This was certainly a purer and a more spiritual form of
religion than what the Sakta cults with their cruelty of bloodshed and the

e e e e

o

rd
g
d



cateifa sizifawriera famrraefee e sraas #ifae

semi Hinduised animistic religion of Mangoloid masses could offer
(SunitiChetterjee). Sankardeva also appealed masses to offer their love and
respect to animals like dogs, foxes, asses etc. Apart from his cultural activities,
he created some text consisting of song, poem and drama. Where analysis of
social phenomenas have been clearly depicted. He was a realist, philosopher
~ preacher who focused mostly on objectivity in his texts. He expressed his
reaction against disharmony, chaos and rigid orthodox medieval society. He
wanted to make masses free from any kind of ignorance and tried to give
them complete emancipation from fear and anarchy. Sankardeva wished to
unite them for the uplift of people in individual as well as in societal level.
Throughout the history, it is noticed that sociologists have been analysing
social phenomena for human social bond on the basis of total conformity.
When sociologists talks about social relationship, in true, it is primarily
concerned with individual conscience and existence. This individual
conscience is responsible to all social phenomena as it is a subject. of
transformation to collective conscience. Sankardeva proposed an ordered
society with social justice. But justice as a concept or an ideology did not
assume more prominence before industrial revolution in the west. According
to some writers, Tapperelli first used the term ‘Social Justice’ in 1845 when
Europe started to consciously introduce some sort of distributive justice in
their societies. “Social justice postulates that society is responsible for the
undeserved suffering of its members and as such society as a whole should
repair the deprivation and should construct social means to ensure that such
harm is avoided (Nayar : 2008). It is quite interesting thatSankardeva, before
Tapperelli, talked about social justice through his philosophical statements
and activities. He was not in favour of underservedsuffering and emphasized
on equal justice for a ordered society. Even he never supported the
categorization of people as lower and higher in case of wealth, colour, birth
and sex. He respected the wamenfolk from his inmost corner of the heart. In
this manner he was a great sociologist who interpreted the unnecessary
stratification of human society and sufficiently focused on role and status of
human being in society. He wanted to reject all social milieu and analysed the
oppression/exploitation of men by men, i.e. ‘individual over individual’ in
sociological discourse. Sankardeva gave birth to an ideal of love, wisdom,
tenderness, campassion, delicate intellectual and ethical perceptions and
creativity in spiritual life on the basis of the ancient Krishna-cult of the agro-
industrial stage of Indian civilization. {chakravarti : 1996). Faith on ‘Krishna’
also one of the commitments to solar cult (saurasanskriti}) and on the
otherhand; when we go through the epic texts, it is clearly depicted that
Krishna is the Saviourof the oppressed, poor and subaltern. So, this faith is
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also one kind of means to safe the masses from any oppression and tool to
inspire them for volition. He ‘brought Assam a new life, letters and a state. He
gave to Assam a new discipline of faith in a single Divinity’ and assembled all
people, irrespective of caste and creed, under the same banner.Sankardeva,
in true sense, enriched people’s life in a pot. His ideology is still relevant and
besides his activities as social reformer, he was a sociologist. | personally
admit that all the activities of Sankardeva were only the method to make
‘imagination” among people for an egalitarian and ordered human society.
But how can | prove my statement and who will be with me to consider
Sankardeva as sociologist? What is the identity of a sociologist? It is a common
assumption that sociologists study society scientifically but in this context
how can we say that social anthropologists never deal with society
scientifically? ‘It seems that Indian sociologists and social anthropologists are
unusually afflicted by disciplinary angst’ (Uberoi et. al: 2000:2). Some writers
wish to say that the word ‘social’ is strictly connected with sociology when
social anthropologists are more attracted by the ‘field view’ rather than ‘text
view’, but it is a matter of debate. Even there has been repeated debate on
the identity and scope of sociologist at different points of time. Here | want to
look at a persistent question about Sankatrdeva whether he may be considered
as sociologist or not. Therefore, in light of this | have to observe the matters
related to identify of sociology. Prominent sociologist and social intellectual
Maitrayee Chaudhuri (2016) pointed out the three common ways that the
identity of sociology is understood and there are : (i) by the object of inquiry.
{ii) by the method of investigation and development of techniques, and (iii)
by its close link to social work and policy deemed appropriate to solve social
proclems. Sankardeva had peached neo-vaisnava movement which brought
about a change in the religious sphere. He studied Brahmanical rites and rituals
which obtained a dominant status among the masses. During his time these
rites and rituals attractedthe masses and overpowered them through magic
and sorcery. “It is said that the period preceding the advent of Sankardeva was
the darkest one in history in point of all round deterioration. (Dutta: 1990:38)
but Sankardeva strived to change the so called religious beliefs and established
the doctrine of Bhakti cult. His new faith had drawn the attention to the people
and accepted without hesitation. Sankardev created his literature to spread
this new message for new social order. So, it is true that Sankardeva inquired
the religion, caste, family as most ‘residual’ topics in his texts and activities.
These topic generally deemed left out from ambit of other social science and
include all of these in sociology as a matter of inquiry. Second, Sankardeva
used the new method of investigation and study the human society, cultural

* activities have been propounded to understand the social phenomena. One
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can study the perception of others through cultural activities which is not
properly appeared to present day social scientists in terms of Sankardeva. |
believe that Sankardeva wanted to investigate the society first and then
started his movement to build an egalitarian society through Bhakti cult. In
light of this, | have been keeping a long standing question regarding his
technique to inquire the society which is even my vantage point to consider
Sankardeva as sociologist. But it is not a casual and simple task for anyone to
say without deep study ofSankardeva. It also requires a new dimension in
methodological discourse. Third, Sankardeva’swork is closely connected to
social work and all of his works have been used to.solve social problem. As |
mentioned above, caste-ridden society was itself a social problem where lower
caste people were behaved inhumanly, but his ideology of equality and
fraternity are available in his texts and activities which gave a new direction
to make or egalitarian human society. He strongly rescued the suffers and
rose voiced for the right of subalterns. He tried to uplift them in all aspects.
So, what was done by him to low caste people or subalterns were to give them
an identity, a voice, and, above all, a distinct way of life. It was his glorified

work to solve a social problem which is also concerned ‘matter for a

sociologist.Supporting my own understanding, | find out many writings where

Ambedkar, Gandhiji, DadavaiNaoraji and so many social activists have been

considered as ‘Indian Sociologist’. The concept of ‘Dalit Liberalism’ of
Ambedkar, ‘Non-Violence’ of Gandhiji, ‘Drain Theory’‘of Naoraji are being
accepted as the content of sociology as discipline. iIf they are considered as
sociologist, why not think for Sankardeva? No doubt at all, Sankardeva is a
well known social reformer and did the same as like Paramhonsho,
Sankarchyajee, Dayananda Swaraswati and so on. But my prime contention of
this writing is that social scientist can inquire more and more about
Sankardevas text and activities from sociological point of view as he. was
strictly concerned with term ‘social’ which is to be studied by a socmloglst
Therefore it is my appeal to all for making strong effort to find out SOC|oIog|caI
components in Sankardeva’s works which may give new dimension in
‘Sankardeva studies’. | believe that Great persona Sankardeva’s life and deeds
would prove to be the Lord Star for he future progeny and one day student,
scholar and academician of sociology would be crazy to recall Sankardeva asa
great ‘Indian Sociologist’.
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Introduction: ;

The issue of Intemally Displaced Persons (IDPs) has drawn attention
of social scientists and policy analysts since the last few decades. Most
important aspect of this phenomenon is that it alienates people from their
home, land, food and livelihood. It has been noticed that every year millions
of people have been uprooted in their own countries for various man-made
and natural factors and leads them to multidimensional human insecurity.
Today the iDPs are the largest ‘at risk’ population of the world and has emerged
as one of the most pressing human security issues for mankind. But it has
been noticed that this most vulnerable and marginaliszed social group very
often remain out of human security discourse. in view of this, the present
paper has madean endeavor to highlight the issueof internally displaced
persons from humansecurity perspectives.

Methodology:

The present study is an analytical in nature mainly based on secondary
sources. For this end, mainly the secondary sources are applied. The relevant
books, journals, magazines, periodicals, daily newspapers and so on are used
as secondary sources to uphold the findings.

Discussion: 3

The phrase ‘IDPs’ is of quite recent origin in academic domains. Being forced
migrated community the status of IDPs is very akin to refugees and usually
both the terms are used synonymously. But many social scientists are
de!iberately'trying to differentiate it from the refugees, as the IDPs mean
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another vulnerable group of people; though they share some uniform
chacteristics with the refugees. A lot of studies and discussions have focused
on refugees, but there is hardly any mention of IDPs. For instance, The Oxford
English Reference Dictionary*defines that a ‘displaced Persons’ is a person who
is forced to leave his or her home country because of war, persecution etc. But
the same dictionary defines the ‘refugee’ as a person taking refuge, especially
in foreign country from war or persecution or natural disaster. In the same
way The Chambers Dictionary’ explains ‘displaced person’ as a person forced
from his or her country by war, revolution, persecution or oppression and as
refugee and stateless person. The same source describes ‘refugee’ as a person
who flees for refuge to another country, especially from religious or political
persecution. So, the lexical interpretations of ‘displaced persons’ have given
almost same meaning of ‘refugees. Significantly, the above mentioned sources
are silent about the term ‘IDPs’. On the other hand, there is neither any
international law nor any municipal law to define the IDPs. That is why most
of time the phrase ‘internal refugee’ or ‘in-country refugee’ is used to refer to
the IDPs. Empirically both the terms refer to the two different types of
unprotected, helpless and marginalized group of people. In fact, the IDPs
mean the persons. who are forcefully displaced and who flee from one place
to another within the territory of their own country. They are unable to cross
the international state borders and intrude to other country where they could
receive the protection and assistance. The reasons for their displacement
may be numerous, i.e. armed conflict, foreign aggression, occupation, internal
upheavals, torture, terrorism, developmental or natural causes but their
conditions are similar to that of the refugees. Both are desperately in need of
protection and assistance. The only difference between the refugees and
IDPs is that the former are persons without documents there by giving rise to
uncertainty as their nationality status and even of their domicile. The condition
of the IDPs may be mare precarious than that of the refugees due to the fact
that they are forced to remain in unsafe areas where they cannot have access
to adequate food, pure drinking water and other basic needs of life. In simple
words, it may be concluded that when a group of uprooted persons take shelter
in foreign countries they are'known as refugees and while they remain within
their own country, they-are categorized as IDPs.

Throughout history, and.in évery part of the world, peoplé’ have been
uprooted by perse;‘ggmon conflict or environmental disaster. Various studies
reveal that the frequency, size and dire consequences of this global problem
have been increasing subsequently in recent time. The humanitarian
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community is increasingly aware about this humane problem. Over the last
decades the world has witnessed an enormous increase in the number of IDPs
in. Yet there is no comparable structure for supporting the IDPs. It is noteworthy
that The United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) has a mandate
to assist only refugees. So, the need of an international mechanism to address
the problem of the IDPs is felt to be very urgent. Only recently the international
community has developed a mechanism that is popularly known as UN Guiding
Principles on Internal Displacement. Therefore, in order to fill this gap the UN
Secretary General in 1992 appointed Dr. Francis Deng of Sudan as Special
Representative for IDPs. In 1998, Dr. Deng presented this guiding principle
after a diligent effort. This document contains thirty principles to guide
governments and non-governmental organizations in providing protection
and assistance of the IDPs.?

The UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement not only lay down
the rights of the IDPs relevant to the needs they encounter in different stages
of displacement and provides a handy scheme to design a national policy or
law on displaced persons by the concerned states but also it has developed an -
acceptable definition of ‘IDPs’. The Guiding Principle has defined the IDPs as
“Persons or group of persons who have been forced to flee or to leave their
homes or places of habitual residence, in particular as a result of or in order to
avoid the effects of armed conflict, situation of generalized violence, violation
of human rights or natural or human-made disasters, and who have not crossed
an internationally recognized state border”.*

From the above definition we find three categories of IDPs:-

a) Conflict induced IDPs.
b) Natural disaster/calamity induced IDPs.
c) Man-made or development induced IDPs.

IDPs generated from various conflicts or violent activities i.e. war,
armed conflict, ﬁ"'ersecution, racial conflict, communal violence, ethnic conflict
etc. are included under the conflict induced IDPs. Environmental disasters
like, earthquakes, tsunamis, volcanic eruptions, cyclones, landslides, droughts,
deforestation, desertification, flood and erosion lead to the creation of a vast
magnitude of IDPs in the world each year, which may be categorized as natural
disaster/calamity induced IDPs. '

' Besides, many developmental activities generate a large number of
IDPs. At present, it is a well-accepted fact that though the development
projects lead to the qualitative changes and stability in political and economic
lives of various classes and communities, it also degrades the socio-economic
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and cultural lives of many marginalized social groups of the same society.
Thus, development is neither neutral nor equal rather it is biased and unequal.
In many cases it is brutal, ruthless and inhuman. It is evident that in many
developing countries, land is being systematically appropriated in an attempt
to fuel economic growth. In many cases local inhabitants are simply told to
leave their land or are forcibly evicted from it. The IDPs resulting from
industrialization, urbanization, construction of dams, highways, railways,
mines, energy pipelines are counted under man-made or development
induced IDPs. : :

Involuntary displacement directly attacks on the basic human security
issues of men. Studies show that the displaced persons become very
vulnerable and marginalized social group after the forceful ejection from their
home and original habitats. The forced displacement from their home and
habitat creates a very. pathetic atmosphere as they face immense loss to the
life sustaining resources, social networks, neighbors and access to common
property rights. The involuntary deprivations of the life sustain system leads
the IDPs towards the state of massive deficit of the basic rights and amenities
for human survival. It exhibits that some undesired external forces compel
the marginalized section of the society to flee from their native places and
which imposes a very painful and helpless life circle for them. An acute crisis
of basic human security awaits them. This evidently shows that the forced
migrated communities are alienated from their livelihood including land, food,
occupation and house and go without any assistance and protection. In reality,

the refugee crisis anywhere often receives considerable international

attention when a large number of refugees cross into. neighboring countries
and their arrival sets off a chain of events that result in extensive international
involvement. But on the contrary, when people are displaced within their
own country’s border then such involvements fail to draw similar attention.
The crisis neither receives national nor international attention and most of
the times the victims go unnoticed, unprotected and unassisted. And it is very
pertinent to be noted that though in general assumption the issue of IDPs is
very similar with refugees but in reality the plight or status of the IDPs is even
worse than that of the refugee as the former cannot cross international borders
and has to seek help from that authority which is very often responsible for
their displacement. And no national government wants external involvement
in what they consider to be a national affair.

Internal displacement causes a very traumatic effect on life and
livelihood of the victims. The IDPs are deprived of their _nght.toﬁh_fe with
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dignity’ after exodus from their most important possessions- land, home and
livelihood. The significant aspect of the forced migrated deprivation is that it
leads to the decline in their social and economic status and to extreme poverty
and social disarticulation. Investigations on IDPs reveal that most of the victims
of the population displacement are agro-based people. The lands which are
the only source of their livelihood are taken away by the government in the
name of developmental purpose or become unsafe for their survival due to
various conflicts or may be destroyed by natural calamities. So, the situation
of landlessness totally removes their main sources of income and pushes
them to the state of destitution. Experience reveals that landlessness and
joblessness increase after displacement which leads them to occupational
shift from cultivation to daily wage earners, domestic servants and so on
ultimately resulting in the decline in their socio-economic status and to a
situation of impoverishment and marginalization. In Northeast India, it has
been witnessed that the condition of landless peasants, after the forceful
ejection from their native places has become very painful. The lands are
fundamental foundation upon which their productive system and the
livelihood are based. So, the alienation from their lands is the principal form
of de-capitalization and pauperization of the IDPs. The loss of the main sources
of livelihood brings massive crisis of survival. Empirical investigations on

‘uprooted communities depict that they do not get adequate food to eat, access

to safe drinking water and even enough cloth to cover themselves Even,
many of them die because of starvation.

This evidently highlights that the occupational shift from cultivation
to daily wage earnings and other degrading professions become endemic
among the IDPs. The lands, their basic source of livelihood, are lost for from
them forever after their displacement. So, occupational shift becomes a natural
outcome among the IDPs. This condition is very much common among the
IDPs in Assam especially induced by floods and erosions. The persons who
had maintained a dignified life based on their lands are transformed into
economically destitute and socially rootless after their involuntary migration.
Apart from being daily wage earners even many of them become vagrants.
Along with occupational shift the prablem of migrated laborers also emerges
among the IDPs. It has been noticed that, most of time it becomes impossible
for them to cater to their basic needs within their locality, and under such
circumstances many members of the displaced families are bound to go to
other places in search of work. From field studies, it is seen that many displaced
persons in Northeast India are working as daily wage earners i.e. rickshaw
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puller, motia, domestic servants, thela-wala etc. in many parts of the region.
In such a situation displaced families tend to become vulnerable.

-Forced migration leads to homelessness. The IDPs remain homeless
within their own country. That is why Samir Kr. Das® has referred to them as
‘homelessness at home’. In fact, IDPs are a result of the loss of their home and
homestead places and their condition begins to worsen after their
displacement. Various researches on population displacement show that the
IDPs are persons who flee from their houses either for various man-made or
natural activities i.e. conflict, violence, development activities or by natural
disasters, especially floods and erosions, these people are compelled to stay
at relief camps or to be sheltered at the road sides or high embankments in
very unsafe and unhygienic atmosphere.Various reports on IDPs of the
Northeast India show that millions of displaced people still remain homeless
in this region for many years. Most of them, are taking shelter in various relief
camps for many decades and a great chunk of them are also living at roadsides,
on high embankments in sub-human condition. Even the government does
not provide enough food items, drinking water, medicines and other basic
services for the displaced persons who are sheltered at various relief camps.
It is very pathetic to see that the temporarily set up relief camps or their
sheltered places become permanent address for the uprooted people. For
instance, in Assam millions of displaced people induced by various natural
and anthropogenic factors are living in government sponsored relief camps,
roadsides, dykes, high embankments and so on for decades in dehumanized
condition. And it is astonishing to see that the condition of these unfortunate
people is becoming to more alarming for lack of rehabilitation and
resettlement. : _ e

~ Mass exodus causes a very negative impact on health. IDPs become
mentally and physically very weak due to destitution and alienation. It induces
social stress and psychological trauma. Lack of food, non-availability of safe
drinking water, absence of adequate place for housing and dearth of cloth to
protect their body worsen their physical and mental strength. They also suffer
from malnutrition. Studies show that the number of deaths due to malnutrition
and disease are very high among IDPs. Among them the infants, children,
women and the elderly are the weakest segments. Besides, deprivation from
minimum health service makes the situation more critical. It is surprise to see
that many displaced persons in the Northeast, even living at government
sponsored relief camps, die of hunger and lack in basic health services. Studies
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reveal that there are no immunization programmes for the children in the
relief camps and many of them die because of simple diseases.

Involuntary displacement substantially degrades the social status of
the IDPs. Studies show that the act of forced migration not only completely
destroys the economic lives of the victims but it also causes very severe impact
on the social and cultural lives of the IDPs. The forceful ejection from ancestral
lands totally de-establishes t_he' long standing social establishments of the
IDPs. It fragments and destroys community life, social organizations, kinships,

families, neighborhood and the social order. The fracture of long established -

community, the dismantling production system, scattered kinship group/
family, destruction of all community support systems create a state of massive
socio-economic and cultural insecurity. Such insecurity results in
marginalization or, what Cernea®calls, social disarticulation. Experience shows
that the displaced communities constitute one of the largest excluded groups
in the society. And it is noteworthy that very often their occurrences remain
unnoticed from the public realm. Hence, they experience a high degree of
alienation and deprivation from the larger society. On the other hand,
investigations on the issue of population displacement highlight that the worst
sufferers of crisis are the socio-economically and politically most
disadvantageous communities. So, the problem of displacement heightens
their marginality, vulnerability and social exclusions of the already
marginalized and vulnerable community of the society. Moreover, the adoption
of nomadic life style in search of livelihood and shelter makes them
undesirably unwanted and strange in the eyes of the hosts. Ultimately
displaced persons become people of nowhere within their own places.

The impoverishment and marginalization further intensify social and
cultural insecurity of the IDPs. The alienation from their livelihood disrupts
their traditional life style, social networks and cultural practices and causes
social and cultural dislocation. It thereby distances them from the traditional
identity attached to their land and dispossesses them of their cultural heritage,
spiritual beliefs, history, legend and myths. Being de-attached from their
culture and tradition, their traditional knowledge and skills start to decrease.
This notable feature is very usually seen among the uprooted indigenous
people of the Northeast india. Ethnic groups that take pride in their traditional
knowledge, skill and their rich culture, start to decay gradually after thel
displacement. In this way, the result of forced displacement totally robs the
social and cultural dignity of the IDPs,
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The act of forced displacerﬁent also impinges on the political aspects

of the IDPs. They become politically insignificant community. This devaluation -
resulted from their economic destitution and social disarticulation. Being

scattered, voiceless and unorganized people they start to deprive of the basic
political rights enshrined by the constitution. Investigations reveal that the
IDPs are not only deprived of various schemes and policies initiated by the
government for the benefit of the poor and weak section of the society but
also most often they are’debar from the most important democratic right-
right to vote. It has been noticed that most of time the IDPs are not counted as
voters in the relocated places. In an investigation Goswami’ highlights that
the persons displaced by the Bodo militants in Kokrajhar and. Chirang districts
of Assam have not returned to their places from which they were displaced
due to fear of loss of life and limb. And because they are enlisted in the
electoral lists from where displaced, they have not been able to vote since
1993. Again, because they are enlisted as belonging to those villages from
which they were uprooted, benefits which they could have otherwise availed
of- like the facilities under the below poverty line schemes of the state-are
closed to them. It is also reported that thé Reang IDPs from Mizoram, who
have been living in camps in Tripura for 'many years, were debarred from
postal voting in the election state assembly of 2008 due to the lack of proper
arrangement. The Reang IDPs also alleged that voter identity cards have not
been issued to 7,262 Reang IDPs (The Times of India, Northeast Issue November
27,2008). . ;
Sometimes the issue of IDPs creates major political turmoil viz. the
crisis of citizenship and voting right. This serious issue has been plaguing
among the Chakma and the Hajong refugees in Arunachal Pradesh for the last
few decades. In is noteworthy that the Chakma and the Hajong refugees who
were settled in Arunachal Pradesh under the sponsorship of the Government
of India in the mid 1960s are now facing a serious threat to their existence due
to sharpening Arunachali identity. They, even after having lived in Arunachal
Pradesh for about f've decades, still remain as ‘stateless community’ waltmg
endlessly for an elusive cmzenshlp ' W &

Involuntary dqsplacements bring dlfferent kmds of problems. to the

affected people depending on time and circumstances. The consequences of

displacement are felt differently by men, women and children as issues of

livelihood, ed’ucation and health are different for each group due to age and
sex. Among the displaced communities women and children are in the majority
as well as very vulnerable segments. The condition of women becomes very
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pathetic after their displacement. The forced to seek refuge either at relief
camps or roadsides, dykes, high embankments so on without privacy humiliate
them. The plight of homelessness, foodlessness and other basic needs of
human survival completely rob their privacy and dignity. Investigations
highlight that the women IDPs suffer from acute health deterioration due the
lack of food items, shelter and psychological trauma. Moreover, the absence
of primary health service and care makes their condition more vulnerable. In
such situation, the condition of the mother of babies and pregnant women
become very pitiable. Instances show that consequences of forced
displacement mortality rate of women IDPs during delivery as well as among
the new born babies subsequently go high. .

Women displacees are more vulnerable to violence at every stage of
their displacement. They not only lose their privacy and dignity but very often
they become easy prey to sexual abuse and human trafficking. Even at the
relief camps they do not have any privacy and security. In his case study Barman
has highlighted the pathetic conditions of women IDPs from lower Assam,
victimized by the Bodo Movement. He has mentioned that due to the fear of
rape and other atrocities women IDPs cannot go out of the camps to work and
even within the camps they are not secure and usually become victims of
sexual harassment. Besides, they are in the camps are highly vulnerable to
trafficking. There are number of news reports of women trafficking from the
IDPs of lower Assam. And many of them adopted prostitution as the last
option for their survival along the national highway 37.

It is worth mentioning that though women are the worst victims of
population displacement, yet their issues are virtually overlooked. Most often
the displaced women face discrimination in having access to relief supplies,
education and training and usually have little or no possibility of participating
in income generating and employment opportunity. The womenfolk have to
face these problems more intensely than their male counterparts. Sri Lankan
social scientist, Mario Gomez comments that the refugee women are first to
address the question of income generation and many other coping
mechanisms precisely because it is their responsibility to put food in the
mouths of their family and fight for their survival. Yet rehabilitation and care
is hardly ever built on the premise of gender sensitivity.®

Involuntary displacement also creates a very painful condition for the
children IDPs- children whom mankind owes the best it has to give. Every
child is entitled to adequate nutrition, medical care, education, housing and
recreation. They should get adequate opportunity to develop physically,
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mentally, morally, socially, in a healthy and moral manner. But investigations
show that the forced displacement takes away all the basic rights and amenities

that should be possessed by a child. They are deprived of primary health care,

safe drinking water, primary education and other fundamental facilities of
human development. It is seen in Northeast India, many children taking shelter
at relief camps have died due to starvation, malnutrition and various diseases.
They do not get minimal food to eat, no facility for safe drinking water and no
provision of primary education. Besides, the emergence of child labors is very
usual among the IDPs because of extreme poverty. Usually they are engaged
as domestic servants, hotel boys and so on. Most often the children are become
a big burden for their parents. It is reported that in Assam many children IDPs
have been sold out by their parents their due to extreme poverty and
helplessness.’® :

Conclusion:

Displaced persons start to face from multifaceted human insecurity.
Plight of displacement makes them landlessness, foodlessness, homelessness
and jobless. Like the refugees the IDPs are also most often ejected from their
home and land, and are usually forced to live at relief camps. But they are not

‘treated as refugees as unlike refugees they have not crossed any international
state border. Therefore, they are not entitled to the protection guaranteed by
the international community to the refugees. Moreover, many nation-states
cannot provide protection to the IDPs, and even they too are unwilling to seek
mternatnonal help and protection, because it affects their prestige as a ‘nation-
state’ and its ‘sovereignty’. Therefore most often IDPs have to survive in
dehumanized condition due to lack of humanitarian assistances from the state
and other non-state actors. Hence, in certain situation, the status of the IDPs
is worse than that of the refugees due to apathy of their own state and the
absence of international protection. ;

The traumatic condition resulted from forced displacement is very
heart-rending. The trauma created by population displacement may differ
according to time and circumstances, but they share some universal
characteristics. Various researches and experiments on populatlon
displacement have highlighted some important common characteristics shared
by the IDPs threaten their human security/basic human rights. In this regard,
it can be cited to the leading World Bank consultant and policy analyst Micheal
M Cernea’s model called the Impovenshment Risk and Rehabilitation Model.
According to him model, the various kinds of risks that threaten the survival
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of the IDPs are- landlessness, joblessness, homelessness, marginalization,
food insecurity, increased morbidity and mortality, loss of common property
resources and service and social disarticulation.'

Empirically, the emergence of IDPs is the result of high degree of
violation of human rights of the vulnerable sections of the society and their
conditions become more alarming after their displacement. The vast magnitude
of human rights violations within their own country becomes endemic for
them. In-depth examinations on population displacement and human rights
indicate that IDPs are the final outcome, owing to the massive violation of
basic human securities of the weaker section people in society and their life
move towards more insecurity and vulnerability after their flee. In this regard,
human rights violation on the IDPs can be viewed as per-displacement violation
and post-displacement violation. So, the maintenance of basic human security
is the only way to prevent the occurrence of this humanitarian crisis.

Inconceivably, the issues of IDPs have not received public attention in spite
of the apparent concern for human rights of the vulnerable and the
marginalized. As a consequence, they are generally excluded from the
discourses of human security. So, barring sporadic attention from the
government, the civil society and from media they suffer silently and stoically.
Hence, due to lack of care, assistance and rehabilitation they lead a life in
squalor. So, it isresponsibility for the social scientists, policy analysts, media
and the civil society to come forward to highlight this issue and pressurize the
state authorities as well as the international agencies to take adequate steps
to mitigate this critical human insecurity issue.

00000
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Abstract

Education plays a catalytic role in a country’s socio-economic
development and is one of the principal means available for a deeper and
harmonious form of human development reducing poverty, ignorance and
exclusion. Higher Education, which is a training ground for a professional,
research-based, career-oriented future, must be respected as a potential
instrument for bringing about social transformation and ensuring the success
of democracy. Education must be provided to all categories of citizens by
breaking down constraints and barriers. Once students have completed
primary and secondary education, attention must focus on increasing
participation of men and women equally in the field of Higher Education.
Gender discrimination has been a major obstacle in granting equal opportunity
for women in Higher Education. It has been identified as a crucial category
and deserves attention in the education-equality paradigm. Today, women'’s

~ education has become an issue of debate within which it is now necessary to

shift the focus from women’s intellectual development to women’s autonomy
in decision-making, free'dom of expression and control over resources.
Empowerment is the manifestation of a redistribution of power that challenges
patriarchal ideology, transforming the institutions that reinforce or perpetuate
gender discrimination.

— - s
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Introduction.

Higher Education, which is a training ground for a professional, research-
based, career-oriented future, must be respected as a potential instrument
for bringing about social transformation and ensuring the success of democracy.

Higher education means the education beyond the level of secondary
education. It is often assumed that education imparted by the colleges or
universities are higher education. But in fact higher educational institutions
include Professional Schools in the field of Law Theology, Medicine, Business,
Music and Art. It also includes other institutions like Teachers Training School
and Technological Institutions. Moreover, institutions for training of highly
skilled specialists in the field of economics, science, technology and culture
* of various types of hlgher schools are treated as ngher Educational
Institutions. :

Education must be provided to all categories of citizens by breaking
down constraints and barriers. Once students have completed primary and
secondary education, attention must focus on increasing participation of men
and women equally in the field of Higher Education. The Indian National Policy
of Education recognizes this when it states ‘Wider women’s access to

vocational, technical and professional education at all levels, breaking gender

stereotypes, will ensure better financial stability for women and lead to
national development’.

Women empowerment
“To educate your women first and leave them to themselves theyr
will tell you what reforms are necessary.” —— Swami Vivekananda.

Women are part of our socio-economic system. They up hold our rich
cultural and traditional values as-they have a strong bond Wwith the society. As
we all know that education is must for everyone but unfortunately, in this
male dominating society, the education of women has been neglected for a
long time, Mostly people think that to spend money on daughters would be
vain. Now, we see the change in people’s mentality that they are worried
about the future of their daughters and they are ready to give the same place
to position their daughters as they want for their sons. But in rural areas, we
see that there are negligible changes in rural people’s thinking. Most of the
villagers provide educatlon to their daughters but not as much as they want
for their sons, If thelr daughters iearn to read or write the letters or count the
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money, they think that it is sufficient and feel proud that they have done their
duty very well.

Gender discrimination has been a major obstacle in granting equal
opportunity for women in Higher Education. It has been identified as a crucial
category and deserves attention in the education-equality paradigm. Today,
women’s education has become an issue of debate within which it is now
necessary to shift the focus from women’s intellectual development to
women’s autonomy in decision-making, freedom of expression and control
over resources.

A higher women literacy rate improves the quality of life both at home
and outside home, by encouraging and promoting education of children,
especially female children, and helps in reducing the infant mortality rate. It
is true that émpowerment can be gained with the help of education because
it gives the knowledge of right and wrong, truth and lie. :

The parameters of empowerment have begn identified as :
Developing ability for critical thinking; :
Fostering decision-making and action through collective processes:
- Ensuring equal participation in developmental processes;

Enhancing self-esteem and self confidence in women. \

The time has arrived to reallze the relevance, in a rapidly developing
country like India, of education for leadership-building, especially for women
something which can be achieved only through Higher Education.

v

AwNp

Objel:twes of the study
The main objectives of this study were as follows
1. To study present status of women in Higher education.
2. To identify the issues and challenges of women higher education.
3. To recommended strategies for problems.

: Methodology of the study

‘This study had been intended to study the present status, problems
and suggest the remedies based on secondary data. The data had been
collected from official website of UGC HRD recent economic survey of India,
other related research papers, books and publish- works

~Need and significance of the study. -

- Traditional concépts acknowledge Higher Education as an instrument
of personal development, by expanding an individuals intellectualhorizons,
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interests and potential for empowerment and a better quality of life. It has
also been taken to be a vehicle of social engineering that conforms people to
social values. Theodore Schultz and Mary Baker emphasized the role of Higher
Education in the transformation of human beings to human capital.

Almost half of the population in India is occupied by women. They are
the half of the human resources. But it is very unfortunate to say that for long
years there have been a strong bias against women and thereby there is a
tendency to deny equal socio-economic opportunity for them. This neglecting
attitude towards women is prominent in many respects particularly in the

field of education. None can deny the fact that education is the fundamental

for thessocio-economic development of the country. But Women access in the
domain of education has not been fairly treated. :
Theoretically the need of higher education for both males and females
is the same . But practically it could be said that female education is more
important than that of male. In this connection | may refer a statement of
philosopher — president and noted educationist Dr. S.Radhakrishnan(1949) .

He says “ there cannot be educated people without educated women , the

opportunity should be passed on to the next generation.” Women education
has two aspects- individual aspect and social aspect.

It is education whish increases women'’s abilities to deai with the
problems of her life, her family, her society and her nation. Education i increases
confidence in a woman. An Educated woman can easily understand the
demerits of early marriage and high birth rate. They have the attitude of gender
parity among thelr children right from health care , nutrltlon education and
even career.

The fruits of education are enjoyed not only by the women concerned

but it passes to her family in later life. The three specific: needs related to
women and Higher Education are —(a) Recognition of women as an essential
human resource ‘base of each country. (b) A strong commitment to equip
women with the necessary range of managerial skills empowering them in
their decision making role, (c) Institution of a feminine leadership model
suited to the needs of social development across all sectors.

Status of wOnien in High}er Education
There is a wide disparity in the GER of higher education across states

and the Gross Attendance Ratio (GAR) in urban and rural areas. Total enrolment .

of students in regular mode in Higher Education Institutes in India is around
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241.8 lakh, with 15.87 million boys(55.7%) and 12. 69 million girls(44.2%) of
total enrolment (Source: All India survey on Higher Education,2013)
Table .1 Male-Female Literacy Rates in Indla-as Percentage of population

Year Male Female Percenta_g_
19700 45.95 2197 34.45
1981 53.45 28.46 | sma2
1991 64.13 39.29 5221
2001 - 75.85 51.16  65.38"
2011 82.14 65.46 74.04

Table.2 Men &Women student growth in higher education from 1951-52 to
2011-13 '

Year Men | Women|Total enrolment- | Women Percent of

(000s) | (000S) (000s) -~ | all students
1951-52 157 AFoo] = S s g 10.00
11955-56 252 A3 = e pninepu g 4160
1960-61 368 o S RS 16.00
1965-66 849 28 | 4 T ipeT Aresfiv 220,40
1970-71 1563 391 1954 ©:20.00
197576 | 2131 . 595 2426 24.50
1980-81 | 2003 749 2752 ©27.20
1985-86 2512 1059 L3g7e ey k529560
1990-91 2986 1439 4425 32.50
1995-96 4235 2191 6426 34.10
2000-01 4988 3012 8001 3760
2005-06 6562 4466 11028 40.20
2012-13 13468 | 10687 24180 44.20

Source: Enrolment of women in higher education (Selected Educational
Statistics 2005—06; University Grants Commission, Annual Report, various years)
*Statistical Report- registrar.uoregon.edu/statistics/reports.

In terms of gender, enrolment is skewed as 55.7% comprises males
while only 44.3% of the enrolment is females, indicating significant gender

disparity. The GER for males {20.8) is higher than GER for females {17.9). Gender

Parity Index (GPI) in enrolment is the ratio of the number of female students
enrolled to the number of male students.
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A GPI that varies between 0 and 1 typlcally means a disparity in favour
of males whereas a GPI greater than 1 indicates a disparity in favour of females.
In general, at the national level, the number of girls enrolled is less than their
counterparts(0.86).

However, the female-male ratio in education has been steadily
improving over the years. :

Main factors Influencing Women In Completing Higher Education

There are different factors which are responsible for responsible for
influencing women in completing higher education. Some of these are
mentioned below.

(@) In comparison with men, women are more firm in their mission of _ )
success. So in education stream also they are strongly motwated to Sy

succeed.

(b) As they are firm in their mission of suc_cess. So their performance is also
remarkablé. Thus on the basis of their merit they occupy the domain of
higher education.

{c) Now a day the tendency of prejudice against women has been reduced
and this help women. to enter in the domain of higher education.

(d) Increased number of higher educational institutions helped women to
complete their higher studies.

(e) Their are some courses which provide scholarship facilities for women.

This also help many poor female students to complete their higher i

studies.
(f) There are many mstltutlons which have time provision of hostel

facilities for girl’s students. This is also an important factor for girl

students to complete their higher studies.

(g) Educational institutions meant for girls attracted many conservative
families to get admitted their wards in higher educational institutions.-

(h) Expectation for education-based employment is very high amongst
women. This factor works very sﬂently in completing their higher
studies..

(i) - In some cases women students get mSplrataon from the teachers working
in higher educational institutions which help them to complete thelr
higher studies.

(i) Women zeal to take equal respon5|blllty of the family pushes them to
complete their higher studies.
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(k) It cannot be denied that lucrative pay scale for the employees working
in higher educational institutions attracted women in higher studies.

(1) In most cases women are dependent on male both in economically and
in decision making and as such they suffer more to get relief this, they
go studies for higher studies.

(m} In some cases highly educated women are considered as equivalent to
is ‘dowry’ of a bride.

Above all, it is fact that outlook of modern society has been changed in
many respects which helps women to complete their higher studies.

But in spite of these it is true that women participation in higher
educatlon amongst schedule caste, schedule tribe (both plain and hill) and
Muslini” community is much lower in comparison with other communities.
This is also a serious matter for our country. The government of India should

~*have to take special initiative for the |mprovement of hlgher education among

these com mumt!es

Strategies of Women Empowerment through Higher Education.
The Indian National Policy on Education (NPE) is a landmark in the
approach to women’s education when it proclaims: ‘The Education System

will play a positive interventionist role in the empowerment of women. It :

will foster the development of new values through redesigned curricula,

.textbooks, training and orientation of teachers, decision makers and

administrators’. The programme implementation explains women’s

empowerment through collective reflection and decision- makmg For this

Higher Education needs to take responsibility for:

Cultivation of positive self-image and self—confldence

Developing capacity for critical thinking;

Achieving group cohesion and fastering decision-making and action;

Providing women’s centres in Agricultural and Home Science Colleges;

Providing Continuing Education and Correspondence Centres for

organizing vocational and literary skills;

Revamping the Industrial Training Institutes in terms of diversification

of trades and courses, keeping in view the job potential, facilities for

‘vocational counselling, imparting information about credit, banking,

entrepreunal development and access to women’s technical education;

£ Providing Women's Studies Research centres to identify issues and
- areas and organize seminars and workshops to discuss and analyze

Mmm
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women-related issues and disseminate information and encourage
interaction with students and the general public through the media.

# Providing classes on legal literacy, programmes for women’s socio—
economic development delivered via media, adult education and
information -and training support;

& A more relevant and responsive curriculum catering to the cultural and
occupational needs of women.

& Meeting the expenses of higher education for the rural, backward
sections with incentives like scholarships and frees places.

& Meeting the requirement of achieving full integration of women within
the democratic and developmental efforts of the country.

Gender-fair Education .

The main challenge to women'’s Higher Education is to provide gender-
fair education to all citizens. Gender-fair education involves an aggressive
move away from emphasis on separate and complementary spheres for men
and women and on gender-stereotyped careers to expanded options and
outcomes. The attainment of equality, rights, and empowerment should not
be accidental or simply an offshoot of a good education but rather an explicit,
overarching goal in a healthy social environment. :

Some major instruments of gender-fair education are

& affirmative action and quota systems, aggressive recruitment of female -

faculty and administrators, reform programs to remove bias from

curricula and teaching materials, gender-sensitivity training for teachers

and counsellors, a review of policies and procedures for possible gender
bias, and active recruitment of women into non-traditional fields of
study; ' :

# identification and projection of role models among faculty,
administrators, and alumnae; systematic inclusion of women among
speakers and resource persons.

# gender studies programs that are platforms for awareness generation
in addition to offering courses that involve research, design and conduct
training programs and establish links with women’s nongovernmental
organizations and activists for women’s empowerment.

Gender-fair women'’s Higher Education should be the transformation of
women’s lives as well as the transformation of society itself.

ﬁf
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Suggestions for Promoting Women Higher Education Participation in Higher
Education-
(a) Introduce attractive scholarships for both financially poor students and
meritorious students to encourage women students in higher education.
(b} Provide counselling for both family and person concerned at the
secondary stage of education.
(c) Make skill-oriented higher education.
(d) Establish non-traditional curricular for women and extend state support
for this
(f) Education policy has to be taken to facilitate women participation in
higher education.
(g) Established more female educational institutions.
+ {h) Provide Bank loan facilities for women students.
(i) Establish higher educational institutions in rural and urban areas.
(j) Check sexual harassment within and outside institutions (k)Increase
women teachers in co-educational institutions of higher education.
(1) Increase women representations in decision making bodies of higher
- educational institutions.
{m) Establish equal opportunity commissions for higher educational
institutions. ’
(n) Introduce stipends scholarships and fellowships for women studying in
higher institutions.
(0) Government should formulate and implement policies for stopping drop
out of girl students in secondary and lower classes. '
(p) Establish post-secondary vocational training institutions for promoting
the entry of women in higher education. :
(q) In many cases early marriage leads to withdrawal of women from higher
" studies.This must be stopped.
(r) Increase hostel facilities for women students.
(s) Above all, attitudes for the male oriented society must be changed.
This will undoubtedly help in increasing women participation in higher
education. ;

Conclusion.

_ Higher Education of women plays a crucial role in releasing their energy
and creativity and enabling them to meet the complex challenges of the
present world. In acknowledging them as potential human resources,
investment must be made in developing their capacity in terms of education,
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skill development, and technology transfers through technical training. Special
emphasis needs to be given to Research and Development of appropriate
scaled-down occupations engaging women in large proportions. Illiteracy and
cultural barriers need to be removed without any further delay. For women to
make personal strides forward, a synergy of effort, concentration, planning
and cohesive functioning at the Higher Education level will create possibilities
of a different future. By extending women’s visibility and their self-sustaining

ability, Higher Education must train them to become leaders with decision- .

making capacities to achieve the best for themselves and the country.
: 00000
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Modern Life and It’s Complexities: A Reading
of Eugene Lonesco’s absurd play, The Bald
Soprano
Abhilasha .Phukan

Cotton University
Abstract

A play with profound absurdity “The Bald Soprano” by Eugene lonesco
explores-the mundanity and alienation prevalent in human life in the modern
society. The characters are confused, isolated even after being under the same
roof. Their conversations are highly mechanical in nature with existing
bourgeois and conformist ideologies. There are also occasional glances of.
women subjugation. This paper attempts to study the complexities of human
life represented in the play subsequent to the post war period.

Keyword: mundanity, alienation, confusion ,subjugation, modern society.

Eugene lonesco’s ‘The Bald Soprano’ was a translated version of the
French play‘La Cantatrice Chauve’ published in 1954. It can be referred as an
absurd play. The term ‘Theatre of the Absurd” was introduced by Martin Esslin
in his book called The Theatre of the Absurd in 1962. It comprised of the works
of several dramatists which emerged during the Second World War and its
aftermath. Many people regarded the Theatre of the Absurd as a commentary
to the World War Il. The massive destructionwhich was the poisonous fruit of
the war and the following trauma represented the hollowness and
meaninglessness of life. Countries waged war against each other and killed
their own kind. This provides the foundations for existentialism which was
one of the significant themes of Absurd drama. In Existentialism, it is widely
viewed that life starts without any specific reason, and is lived through with
lack of energy and desire, and it ends by chance. It is defined as irrational,
meaningless and absurd.(Islam and Islam30) lonesco’s works dealt with
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absurdist motifs and symbols and represented stark social realities of the
post-war period which were mainly social estrangement and lack of
communication. “His genuine masterpiece The Chairs( 1952) labelled a tragic
face focused on an elderly couple who passed the time telling each other
stories. As they drone on, an audience assembles and begins to swamp the
stage, but It is entirely composed of chairs —perhaps this is an indication of the
emptiness of narrative, perhaps it is a satire on the narrative of the theatrical
act” (Dickson) In his another play Rhinoceros there is an unexplainable
transformation of people into rhinos. “The play has been interpreted in various
-ways: as a work denouncing totalitarianism and conformist, exposing ideology
and representing absurdity.” (Zutshi 1) Irrationality and meaninglessness is
something which is represented in lonesco’s plays. The play The Bald
Sopranowas unconventional in naturé with a wide range of irrational
conversations among the characters.The play rejectedthe traditional plot,
character development, and focused on creating an anarchic brand of comedy.

The play is labelled as an ‘Anti-play’ which represents confusion and " -

bewilderment. The pfay is a representative absurd drama which was composed
in the post-war period. “While watching the world succumb to the
totalitarianisms of World War 1i, lonesco realized a foe beyond the surface

level of language: logic. lonesco ’s ‘dealing with death and logic with his:

everyday life were reflected directly into his writing.”(“The Alienation of a
Human Grandeur”186). The mechanical way of life,death of emotions and
confusion was reflected through the characters of Mr. and Mrs. Smith, Mr. and
Mrs. Martin. The characters suffer from isolation and confusion which was
also reflected in the society of the modern period. “The play protested the
dehumanizing effects of modern society-the age of mechanics in which the

individuals were reduced to a statistical entity or Mr. Zero”(“The Alienation of -

a Human Grandeur”186).

lonesco’s foray into the theatrical space was a matter of chance. In
copying sentences from an English Primer in order to learn the language,
lonesca saw how the clichés and truisms illuminated a truth about life and
language: “a strange phenomenon took place. | don’t know how the text began
imperceptibly to change before my eyes, and in spite of me. The very simple,
luminously clear statements | had copied diligently , expanded and
overflowed” As he introduces two characters, the couple Mr. and Mrs. Smith,
and putting these sentences in their mouths, lonesco found his own voice,
articulating a truth he wished to communicate through theatre. He describes
La Cantatrice Chauve as an “anti-play; that is a parody of a play, a comedy of a
comedy”. (Esslin 135) i .

o D
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~ The highlighting feature of the Absurd plays is it’s meaninglessness
and withdrawal from language . The language used in the play was exaggerated,
illogical and repeated several times. The opening scene emphasized too much
on the ‘English’ setting with English evening, English armchalr English slippers,
English pipe and several other ‘English’objects.

Scene: A middle class English interior, with English armchair .An English '

evening. Mr. Smith, an Englishman, seated in his English armchair and wearing
English slippers, is smoking an English fire. He is wearing English spectacles
and a small Gray moustache.....English clock strikes 17 English strikes. (The
Bald Soprano8).

There are meaningless clichés by Mr. Smith in the play. “lonesco later
explained- | don’t know how the text changed before my eyes. The cliches
and truisms of conversations which had once made sensegave way to pseudo-
cliches and pseudo truisms; and in the end language disintegrated into
disjointed fragments of words”. (lonesco 1) The disintegrated and fragmented
language is also representative of the human nature in the modern society
which is full of pseudoism.Even the mundane anecdotes such as a man reading
a newspaper are described vividly in the play. It portrays human. complexities
which make modern man forget the essential subjects and rather indulges in
focusing the nonessential subjects."The essential gimmick is the ironic
contradiction of the deed by the attitude of the doer- sense is spoken as
nonsense and arguments grow from agreements, and disagreements pass

unnoticed” (Barbour 277). The play also displays the complexities of .

identification through the characters of Bobby Watson whose whoie family is
known by the same name.

Mrs. Smith: It is his wife that | mean. She is called Bobby too, Bobby -

Watson. Since they both have the same name, you could never tell one from

the other when you saw them together. It was only after his death that you :

could really tell which was which.

Mr. Smith: Bobby and Bobby like their parents. Bobby Watson’s uncle
old Bobby Watson, is a rich man and very fond of the boy. He mnght very well
pay for Bobby's education.(The Bald Sopranol3)

The absurd character of Bobby Watson is paradomcal in nature which-

creates utter confusion.”Such a play as The Bald Soprano can only be

understood as the unfolding of human existence. The characters, absent from

themselves become interchangeable as the lines they speak”. {Doubrousky
5) lonesco tries to represent the complexities of modern society with the
characters. The characters hardly have any individuality or even lack a name.
They are addressed as‘Smiths and Martins.’ “The characters arouse the
emotions of confusion, conflicts and tension which may seen nonsensical but
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they also give expression to some of the basic issues of our age in a uniquely
efficient and meaningful manner” (Esslin 4) The characters of Mr. and Mrs.
Martin change their personalities several times in the play. When they are
first introduced in the play, they are strangers who realized that they are
husband and wife. Then again they resume to be strangers.If we interpret on
a deeper level that the characters of the Martins represent the modern isolated
lives of the bourgeois class where a couple can live under the same roof
without even really knowing each other. It represents the complicacy of modern
relationships. The characters are forgetful in nature. Mr. Smith is also assumed
to be a silent and calm person which contrast with his personality as the play
advances.These complexities of personality can also be attributed to our
modern sc_itiety where relationships and integration of people are also
- inconsistent in nature. The modern era resulted in disintegrated relationships,
lack of intimacy and loss of ideals. Since lonesco’s works often critique the
- socio-political conditions, this play can also be interpreted as a critique of the
 modern way of life comprising irrationality and uncertainty.

Apart from the emotional and psychological complexities, the play '

- also represented the treatment of gender roles. The beginning of the play
describes the unresponsive attitude of Mr. Smith towards his wife. He is also
found questioning about women’s lifestyle with a sarcastic tone. “Mr. Smith:
But what would say if you saw man acting like woman do, smoking all day
long,powdering, roughing their lips, drinking whisky?”(The Bald Soprano14).
His generalization about women is confined to the idea of makeup and
~indulging in addiction. Mr. Martin’s comment on women away standing for
.- each other hints about women’s unified struggle for rights in the time where
.'the play is set. -
: The play also portrays how the social class structure is emstent in the
: modern society. The Martins and the Fire chief comment sarcastically the

- maid’s desire to tell a story. She is reminded of her social status and were g
reluctant to hear her speak as the bourgems class did not feel her story to be

: worth Ilstenmg
Mary:. | hope, madam and sir WI|| excuse me ..and these ladies and
gentleman too . | would like ...1 would like ...to tell you a story, myself.
' Mrs. Martm What is she saying?
Mr. Martin | belleve that our friends maid is going crazy ..she wants to tell us
a story, too. =
Fire Chief: Who does- she think she is? (The Bald Soprano34).
At the concluding scene of the play we see Martins seated like the
Smiths repeating their dialogues. This interchangeably and repetition of
dialogue presents the fact that human relationships are circular in nature and
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universal to aII “The Smiths the Martin’s can no longer think because they can
no longer be moved, can no longer feel passions; because they can no longer
be, they can become anybody, anything, for having lost their identity , they
assume the identity of others”; (lonesco 13).The idea of displaced identity
which lonesco speaks about is very relevant to the modern society which

- constitutes lack of emotions where people assume to be different from their

actual reality . Human are struck with the artificiality “InSoprano the characters
are dying and the language is the true protagonist. What happens inSoprano

lis parallel and homologous to what happens in society.” (“Alienation of Human
-Grandeur” 197).lonesco’s play is a critique on the decadence and stupidity of

the life of bourgeois society which indulges itself in meaningless
endeavors.The events portrayed in the play is very much relatable to modern
life embroiled with multifarious issues which may seem trivial to us but carry
certain significance in our existence .

00000
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Understanding the Historical Background of
' the Deori Community
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India is a land of heterogeneous peoples. Each ahd every people of
the country are divided into some smaller groups. Among the groups, tribe is
also an important one. As such, some scholars opine that India has been a land

of innumerable tribes since the time immemorial. The term tribe originated ~

around the time of Greek and early formation of Roman Empire.! It is derived
from the Latin word tribus. Earlier the Romans used the term to designate the
divisions in the society. In Asia and Africa, it has become popular during the
expansion of colonialism. Tribes are the groups of people with special
attachments to land, kinship, ties, unigue culture and religious belief that
differentiate and separate them from the mainstream. Anthropological
literature characterizes a tribe as (i) inhabit in hilly or hill clad areas and forest
or forest.clad areas. (ii) Isolated or semi-isolated from the wider community.
(iii) having economic self-sufficiency i.e. subsistence economy, with no surplus
production (iv) backward technalogy (v) lack of division of labour (vi) having
mechanical solidarity (vii) economic exchange based on reciprocity or on barter
(viii) political autonomy or having their own political system (ix) egalitarian
values (x) having religious faith (xi) a sense of belongingness to the
community.? The general masses commonly use the term Adivasi to describe
it. However, the colonial ruler noticed that the tribes are the degraded people
in Indian society. So, they recognized them as backward tribe under the
Government of India Act 1935. In 1950, with the enactment of India’s
Constitution these backward tribes were referred to as Scheduled Tribe.

—~———— (D
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Therefore, a scheduled tribe is primarily an administrative and constitutional
concept. Article 342 of the Indian Constitution has dealt with it. According to
this Article, a special provision has been provided to protect the interest of
these communities on the basis of certain criteria. To look after the matter, an
advisory committee was formed known as Lokur Committee in 1965. The Lokur
Committee (1965) has taken primordial traits, distinctive culture, geographical
isolation, shyness of contract with the society at large and backwardness as
the important criteria for testing the eligibility of a tribe as Scheduled Tribe.?
The tribal population of India is greater than that of any other country in the
world. According to 2011 census, the tribal population in India constitutes
8.6% of the total population. Among them 89.97% live in rural area and 10.03%
in urban areas. The sex ratio of the scheduled tribe population is 990 females
per 1000 males. .
It is also important to mention here that tribal people are the
indigenous people of a particular area. There is lack of specific definition
about indigenous people. But scholars of the social sciences have defined

‘indigenous people’ variously. According to a section of them, Indigenous

people are those having a historical continuity with pre invasion and pre-
colonial societies that developed in their territories consider themselves
distinct from other sections of the societies. The most important characteristics
of the Indigenous people are (i) a priority in time (ii) the voluntary perpetuation
of cultural distinctiveness (iii) an experience of subjugation, marginalization
and dispossession (iv) self-identification.* The international organizations like
UNO, ILO and World Bank also tried to focus the Indigenous people and their
rights. The UNO has observed 1994-2004 as first and 2005-2014 as second
International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People. And since then the
whole world observes International Indigenous Day on 9" August in every
year. But fact is that they are the most adversely affected ethnic group due to
development projects like dams, factories and mines. More or less same
condition is faced by the tribal people in Assam too.

1] |
In Assam, it has been seen that there are mainly two types of scheduled
tribes people e.g. the plains tribes and hills tribes. They are classified on the
basis of their territory, language, occupation, physical characteristics and
cultural contact. The common perception is that the hills People live in the
hilly area while the plains people live in the plains area. The hills tribes are
Chakma, Garo, Hajong, Lakhar, Mikir, Naga, Shayam, Khasi, Kuki, Karbi, Dimasa.
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The concept of Plains Tribes was developed by the British in the year of 1930
which helped them to make difference between the hills people and the
plains people.® Most of the tribal population of Assam belong to plains tribes.
The plains tribes include the Bodo, Rabha, Sonowal Kachari, Mising, Deori,
Tiwa, Thengal Kachari, Mech, Hojai etc. Among these, the Bodos are the largest
plains tribes in Assam. All of them have their own customs, traditions, historical
background and so on. Moreover, their historical background and original
settlements are also different from each other. Therefore, it is desirable to
know the historical background of the tribes living in Assam.

However, historical background of the every community depends more
or less on written and unwritten documents of the ancient period, views of
the oldest person of the community, folklore and the view of the researchers.
Like that, the historical backdrop of the Deori people is also not exception
which basically depends upon some kind of unwritten documents and folk-
songs, religious books of the ancient period which provide information
regarding their origin®. But, the fact is that they do not have their own written
history at present. So, the social scientists and historians sometimes make
different views regarding the origin of Deori. They sing in a husari geet which
is related to their history.

Aremat arilo, Kheremat dharilo,
Joydhamat patilo Than / Joydham
Parbator para sai pathiyalo,
Sadiyar Putala ghura.
(left at Arem, held at Kherem,
Set up “Than” at Joydham/
Look through the mountain of Joydham,
- The Hobby-Horse of Sadiya : :

Nevertheless it is believed that the forefathers of the Deoris came to
india in the dim and distant past from the North East Asia i.e. from China,
Tibet and Siberia and they are the branches of the great Mongoloid stock .
They settled down in the valleys of the river Brahmaputra in Manas Saruvar,
Lacha, Swati, Arem-Kherem, Mabiya, Pichala, Jaydam Pahar etc. in the pre-
historic period as per legend and folk-lore of the Deoris®. The Deori people
believe that they lived in Kundil (Sadiya) in the pre-historic period. Kundil

was the capital of ‘Bidarva kingdom’ ruled by the king Bhismaka, the king of .

Chutiya.? From the time of immemorial it flourishes glorious history of ancient
period. This region was a part of Soumarpith of ancient Kamrupa In the time
of Mahabharata king Bhismak ruled over it.
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During the regime of Bhismak, the Deoris came into existence when
he (Bhismak) the king of Bidarva (capital Kundil), appointed four persons to
perform religious functions for the wellbeing of the peoples of Bidarva.™
They were the Deori people whom the king Bhismak made them as royal
priest of chutiya. Before the end of regime of king Bhismak in Kundil or Bidarva
kingdom, devastating natural calamities took place in the area which forced
the Deori people to migrate to Himalayas.!! First they reached Manas Saruvar
and they lived there for several years. They again migrated to the hills towards
Tibet and reached Lahasa. In Lahasa, the Deori people inhabited many years
and thereafter went to the Swati Saruvar where they lived many years on the
bank of it.22 After Swati Saruvor they again came back to their original place in
Sadiya and Joydam. Indeed, the Deori people are of the opinion that in their
way back they settled in Sadiya. The historians and researchers have argued
to establish this truth in their own way. According to the book titled Mataks

" and their Kingdom, the Deoris had their abode on the bank of the Kundil River

which flows through Sadiya ( Chapakhowa) area and their kingdom was known
as Chutan in the North Eastern region of the Brahmaputra valley.® According
to the R.M. Nath, “A section of Deoris, who lived originally in the neighborhood
of Swat lake to the north of Himalayas and to the east of great Manas lake
immigrated to the south along the course of the Subansiri river that connect
the Lohit river to the northeast (present North-Lakhimpur sub division) in the
middle of the seventh century A.D, while the king of the Varman Dynasty
were the ruling Kamrupa.”** But P.C. Choudhury held the view that the Tibeto-
Burmans of which the Deoris were a part entered Assam through the courses
of the river Brahmaputra, Chinduin, Irrawaddy, Salween, Mekong, Menam and
mountain passes of Assam and Burma through Northeast and Southeast.'s
The Deori people’s self-explanation is that they had come to Sadiya before
the first century.. W.B Brown also opined that originally the Deori people lived
in Sadiya. It is only about a century ago that they moved to their present habitat
and some of them still occasionally visit Sadiya for religious purpose.
According to G.C Deori, the Deoris entered into the Northeast of Assam from
Himalayas and settled in Sadiya®. E.A Gait-a historian also mentioned that the
old inhabitants of the Deoris located along the bank of Kundil River that flowed
to the east of Sadiya.’® Dr Ravi- an anthropologist mentioned that they were
Aryan and entered Assam through the North-East corridor of India. The Deori
are the first Aryan entered Assam before 13* century. It proves that the earliest
place of the Deori settlement in Assam was Sadiya. It is also important to note

_here that the Kundil, capital of Bidarava was renamed as Sadiya during the
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period of Ratnadhajpal, the king of Chutiya.’®* However, since the Deori belong
to Tibeto-Burman group of the Sino-Tibetan language speaking tribe, it can
be assumed that they came from the land which could be located somewhere.
in Far East Asia.” Indibor Deori, a Deori intelligentsia in his writing affirmed
that the Deoris are ethnically affiliated to the great Tibeto-Burman tribes of
Northeast India.? It is true that there is a great deal of resemblances in physical
appearance and colour of the Deoris with the people of Shan tribes like
Khampti, Singphoo, Tai Phake etc .

While living in Sadiya the Deoris got themselves divided into four

khels (clans/groups).?> These were the Barganya Deori khel, Tengapania Deori

khel, Dibangiya Deori Khel and Patarganya Deori Khel. Each of the khel
originated from a name of either particular river or place. While the Borgayan
Deori khel was living on the bank of the river Barnadi, the Tengaponiya on the
bank of the river Tengapani, the Patorgoyan settled on the foothills area of
Pat Sadiya, the Dibongiya Khel was living on the banks of the river Dibang. The
Dibongiyas are regarded as one of the major division among the four khels of
the Deori. They are also popularly known as Jimochru which has been probably
derived from the word Jimochanya (limo-Chan-Ya) or vice-versa. Each of the
Deori khel has their own clans.?® The clans of the Dibongiyas are — (i} Sundario
(i) Patriyo (iii) Airiyo (iv) Chario (v) Chitigayo (vi) Kumotayo (vii) Chukrangyo
_(viii) Dupiyayo (ix}) Murangyo (x) Teliyayo (xi) Lagachuyo and (xii) Kalia —
Chakuyo. ‘Midiya’ is the so-called name of the Borgoyan Deori Khel. The major
clans of the Borgayan Deori khel —(i) lkucharu (ii) Chimucharu {iii) Hizaru (iv)
. Busaru (v) Luparu (vi) Gosaru. There are seven clans of the Tengaponiya Deori
Khel —(i) Machiotika (ii)Bikarmiyatika (iii) Kutiyatika (iv) Chakucharutika (v}
Pagimegeratika (vi) Papartiatika and {vii) Chenaboriatik.

On the basis of historical document it is known that the Deoris were
initially appointed as the royal priest of Chutiya Kingdom. As such, they used
to perform religious functions for the well being of the chutiya community at
large. As a part of their religious functions, they established Four Shaal to
worship the Goddess Tamreswari.** A traditional Deori song also indicates
about the Four Shaal of the Deori.?® The Shaals are (i)Tamreswari Mai Shaal or
Kechaikhati or Pisa Dema - the copper temple/ daughter of Siva and Parvati-
the eater of raw flesh, to whom human sacrifices were offered. Her temple
was near Chunpura or the Brahmaputra. (i) Balia Baba Shaal or Son of Siva
and Parvati (iii) Kundi Mama Shaal or Siva-Parvati or Gira Girasi or Buha-Buhi
Shaal (iv) Patar Shaal.*®

i D e
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According to the Chutiya language De means great, wise and O and R
means respectively male and female. Hence, the meaning of Deori is the great
or wise male and female.”” A section of the Deori people also believe that the
term Deori means a person who distributed the articles among the participants
in a religious or a social function. They describe the meaning of De-U-RI like as
the first part means purusa(man) while the second part means Prakiti (nature).
So, the Deori consider themselves to be the descendents and worshipper of
Prakiti {nature). Linguistically, the term Deori rooted in the word De + Ari
means the elder priest and Ari is the word evolved from the Pali word. On the
other hand, the word Ario suggesting its roots in the sages who resided in the
Aranya i.e forest, Dai or De in all Thai, Myan-merese and the languages of
South China suggest that they were either wise or elder.?® According to
Hemkosh? —an Assamese dictionary the word Deori refers to an officer of a
temple one who distributes to the people what was offered to an /dol. It also
stands for a tribe inhabited in the plains areas of Assam. But according to J.K.
Borgohain the term Deori is the combination of De and Ri which mean great or
strong or superior and name of a tribe respectively.?® According to the Deori
worshippers, the term Deori is the union of the three parts of the word De-U-
Ri which means worshipper of god and goddéss together.®B. K .Kakoti wrote,
The Deories are a new Indo-Aryan formatioh connected with Devagihika.* In
this connection authors like E.T Dalton?, EA Gait**, U.N Goswérhi“, P.Saikia®*®
and Hem Borua*’also subscribe the similar view that the Deoris were the
priestly section of the Chutiyas. According to the Chandra Kanta Abhidhan
{1933) Deort is an aboriginal tribe originally resident of the hills but now
inhabiting the plains of upper Assam.* Some historians say that the Deoris
are one of the four divisions of the Chutiyas. These are Hindu Chutiya, Ahom
Chutiya, Borahi Chutiya and Deori Chutiya.

If fact, Deoris were respected as priests or worshippers even after
the annexation of the Chutiya kingdom by the Ahom king Suhungmung in
1523 AD.* The Chutiya families were forced to dispatch into various places by
the Ahom king as a state policy, but the Deoris continued their positions in the
shrines of Sadiya. The Ahom king Chuhungmung Dihingia handed over the
power to Fansengmung Borgohain to regulate Sadiya area. He was appointed
as Sadiya Khowa Gohain by the King.* The study reveals that the Ahoms with
the help of Sadiya Khowa Gohain had arranged religious functions for the
happiness and prosperity of the whole community. In 1523 B.C, Sadiya Khowa
Gohain recognized the Deoris as royal priest of the Ahoms and they performed
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their duties nearby areas with royal Ahom patronage.” Before Chuhungmung
Dihingia, Sukapha also became impressed by the religious functions of the
Deoris. According to Dr. Puspa Gogoi-an Ahom leader Sukapha witnessed the
religious functions of the De-O-RA (Deori). He witnessed some similarities
between the Tai and De-O-Ra such as Goddess Pisasi is the same Goddess Me-
Nang of Tai. On the other hand, Pisasi Dema is same Goddess Fi-lang.*?
Interestingly, the Chutiyas still believe that in the first decade of 16t century
Ahom invaded Chutiya empire and captured their State but some of the Chutiya
people fled away to avoid terrorism but some of them managed to keep marital
relationship with the Ahom and hence the mixed group like Deori Cutiya,
Deori Ahom and Deori Borahi evolved.

During the Ahom kingdom, the Deon priests were offered Devottar
and ‘Brahmottarland by Sadiyakhowa Gohain. The famous Tamreswari Mandir,
where even human sacrifice used to be performed by the Bargonya Deori
high priests, found mention in classical Hindu Shastra where it was termed as
Eastern Kamakhaya Dikkarbasini etc. The successive royal powers which had
sway over Kundil or Sadiya area in different ages allowed the Deoris to continue
their worship at the shrines. Thus, historical evidences show that the Deoris
continued to worship as priests at these temples of Sadiya. But, Ahom King
Gaurinath Singha(1780-1794 AD) put a halt on human sacrifice under royal
eyes at Tamreswari Mandir and refused to accept traditional annual Nirmali
(blessings) from the Deori high priests.* The Deori people said that it was
one of the causes for which the Ahoms lost their kingdom at the hand of
Khamptis in 1794.

in 1794 A.D, the Moamoria rebellion started between the Ahoms and
the Moamona.‘”T_he Moamoria rebellion widely spread up to Sadiya and the
Khamptis, who were Buddhists, took the opportunity to occupy Sadiya from
the Ahoms.* The Khamptis captured the region from the Sadiya Khowa Gohain
and appointed two rulers known as Buha Raja and Deka Raja.*s After that the
Khamptis under the leadership of Chao Uailong Kingkham created an
environment of terror among the Deori people. Consequently, the Deoris felt
insecure in Sadiya because the Khamptis killed chief priests Kendukolai
Bordeori in the Tamreswari temple. On the other hand, some of the temples
were destroyed due to natural calamities. Without royal patronage they had
no resources to repair the Tamreswari and other temples of the region that
were damaged. The Deoris felt not only insecure but also insulted due to this
incident. They had no alternative way to repair the damaged temples. Apart
from, the Khamptis had the separate religious faith and beliefs because theyr

-
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basically belong to Buddhist religion which also became a great threat for the
Deori. But the Ahom reoccupied Sadiya from the Khamptis in 1800 A.D.*’ After
few years later, the Burmese (Maans) started to invade Assam. They attacked
three times consecutively in the year of 1817, 1819, and 1821. During the
invasion, the Burmese harassed the common people inexpressibly and by
their barbarous and inhuman conduct, more than one half of the state’s total
people lost their lives. At the same time, the Singphoo and Khamptis once
again tried to occupy Sadiya and they captured the area till 1837.% It is important
to mention here that the Deoris had faced a lot of problems such as Burmese’s
( Maan) invasion as well as inhuman treatment, Singphoo’s oppression upon
their people and the Khampit’s terror-stricken environment made it
compulsory for the Deoris to leave their original settlement. Thereafter, the
Deoris gradually left their permanent settlement at Sadiya and moved towards
the south of the Brahmaputra Valley. Thus, most of the Deori people had to
move away from Sadiya-Kundil area to the plains of Upper Assam.”

After leaving Sadiya, the four khels of the Deori crossed the river
Brahmaputra by boats without knowing anything about their main
destination.® The Dibongia reached Swampy areas of Dihand River. After that,
Dibongiya Deori khel, first settled on the bank of the river Dihand(name of the
place Hilani) and later, they shifted to the south of the Rangdai Chapasia.®*

‘The Borgonya Deori khel came to the bank of the river Kundilpani and Jianmari

nearby Gharmora river followed by their movement towards Rangdai Chapasia
and met the Dibangiya Deori khel. On the other hand, Tengapania Deori Khel
also crossed the river Tengapani and reached Tinimuni Ghat and while crossing,
they met the other two khels of the Deoris. But the boat of the Patargoyan
moved in different direction and got themselves lost. The rest three khels
of the Deori again came together and settled down on the southern bank of
the Brahmaputra river. The Deori people said that the three khels of the Deori

- used to live there by making a Chois(camp) on the boats.”

In this way, three khels of the Deori again moved in different direction.
All of them went down to the Dhola River and crossed Rongdoi,* Chauldhuwa
and stayed few months in Mahmora, Laimekuri, Tarajan and Nagaguli.*® They
again started their journey and crossed the Brahmaputra river and reached
the northern bank of Brahmaputra river and settled down Chengajan,
Dhunaguri Chapari and Nalanipam which were the bank of the river Sisi and
Bangalmari. At the same time, they looked for another place to live in. The
Dibongiyas came to the bank of Ghunahuti river. The Tengaponiyas came to
the bank of Kohra river and the Bargoyans to the Kaithang river. Thus, as a part
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of their journey the three khels again shifted to Majuli and settled down in
the three different riverside area.*®* The Deori people belive that the
Tengaponiya khel settled on the bank of the Morihukan Suti, The Dibongiya
khel on the bank of the Borpukhuri and the Bargonya khel on the bank of the
Borgonya.*” Thus, with the passage of time, the number of their population
increased which forced them to look for a better place for their better living.
As a result, some of Dibongiya people again moved to Dikrong of Narayanpur
(presently under the Lakhimpur district) and Dergoan®® and rest of the
Dibongiyas went to Bhaghchung and Shilpota in Upper Assam. Thus, they were
not found living permanently in a given place for a long time. As a mobile
tribe, they again came in Sisimukh, Deorighat, Baghsung and lived there in for
a few years. Being faced with recurring flood problem they left many places
and once again came back to Dihingmukh. But some families of the Tengaponiy
.khel also settled down in Dihingmukh and a few number of families came to
Ghegheli and Kolowlua ( now Dibrugarh District) and settled down there.®®
Due to growth of their numerical strength, natural calamities like big
earthquake of 1950, the devastating recurring floods and land erosion the
Deoris again moved in different places of upper Assam seeking a safe and
“better abode® The natural calamities easily affected them because they lived
in the riverside area. That is why, the natural calamities caused considerable
destruction like house, cultivation-and othér properties easily. The villages of
Borgaon, Tengapani and Ghegheli of Dihingmukh were completely dismantled
by these calamities. Some of them went to Sunpura-of Sadiya, while a few of
them went to Dhunaguri, Akajan and Raipathar { now Dhemaiji District). Some
got settled in Panidihing specially those who were living in Tengapani.

Others got scattered in different places of Assam that included Gohpur,
Sonitpur, Namsai, Raipathar, Phulguri of Narayanpur, Barbam, Sisimukh of
Dhemaji, Upardeori and Namdeori of Jorhat. In such a way, the Deori people
migrated and settled in different areas of Assam for which a number of their
villages came up and resultantly gradually they got involved in the process of
assimilation within the greater Assamese society.®! It can however, be
reiterated that during the Chutiya and Ahom regime, the Deori people
maintained a social status as a priest. As such, they being the priest class
contributed their respective share towards the growth and development of
the composite Assamese society.
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Women Empowerment

Deepika Boruah
Asstt. Professor, Dept. of Education
Sonari College, Sonari

Introduction

Empowerment is a multl dimensional process which should enable

_individuals or a group of individual to realize their full identity and powers in

all Spheres of life.

According to Rappaport S {1984) “Empowerment is \newed asa process

the mechanism by which people, orgamzatlon and communities gain. mastery
over their lives.” :

Women Empowerment

Women empowerment means giving equal status to women With man,
making them economically independent, self—rellant and socio- pohtlcally
conscious and décision makers. : ol i

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru said that, “To awake the people, |t is women,
who must be awakened, once she is on the move, the family moves, the
village moves and the nation moves.” £5

Swami Vivekananda quoted that, “There is no chance for the welfare of
the world unless the condition of women is improves, It is not possnble for a
bird to fly on only one wing.” - ;

According to UNESCO Gender Empowerment Index, “A.person become
empowered when she is able to make decision for herself and for others,
socially and politically.” :

——
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So Women En’ipowekrnent is emancipation of women from the vicious grips
of social, economical, political, caste and gender-based discrimination. It
meanS granting women the freedom to. make life choice. Women
empowerment strives for certain basic and fundamental rights for women,
broadly termed as women rights. They roughly include, the right: to bodily
integrity and autonomy; to be free from sexual violence; to vote; to hold
public office; to enter into legal contracts; to have equal rights in family law to
work :to have reproductive rights; to education and more. Women
empowerment does not mean ‘deifying women’ rather it means replacing
patriarchy with parity. In this regard, there are various facets of women
empowerment, such as given hereunder:-

Human Rights or Individual Rights: A women is a being with senses, imagination
and thoughts; she should be able to express them freely: Individual
empowerment means to have the self-confidence to articulate and assert the
power to negotiate and decide.

Social Women Empowerment: A critical aspect of social empowerment of
women is the promotion of gender equality. Gender equality implies a society
in which women and men enjoy the same opportunltles outcomes, rights
and obligation in all spheres of life. :

Legal Women Empowerment: It suggests the prowszon of an effective legal
structure which is supportive of women empowerment. It means addressing
the gaps between what the law prescribes and what actually occurs.
Educational Women Empowerment' It means empowering women with the
knowledge, skills, and self-confidence necessary to participate fully in the
development process. It means making women aware of their rights and
developing a confidence to claim them.

Political Women Empowerment: It means the existence of a political system
favoring the participating in and control by the women of the pohtu:al decision-
making process and in governance. 7
Economical and Occupational empowerment: It implies a better quality :of
material life through sustainable livelihoods owned and managed by women.
It means reducing their financial dependence on their male counterparts by
making them a significant part of the human resource.

rieiifa srifawe fwnmefe @i sraaeh sifat
Women must possess the self worth, confidence and freedom to choose what
they may with regard to their private and professional choice alike. Better

educatlon awareness and right to free expression has stimulated the
confidence among women to fight against the wrong. Empowermg women is

- very important because:

> To get rid of poverty &illiteracy.

> To completely remove domestic violence & sexual exploitation &
. crime against women.

; )’ To promote overall development of society and country,
> : To grant economic |ndependence of women this will help in eradicating
poverty. '
> Promote women to lead & use their mtelhgence & immense talent
resource. ;
» Economic benefits with more earning.

> it heIp_s in ruling out unemployment,-

- The Position of Women in India:

The position enjoyed by women in the R'ig Vedic period de.teriorated
in the later Vedic civilization. Women were denied the right to education and
widow remarriage. They were denied the rlght to inheritance and ownership
of property. Many social evils like child marrlage and dowry system surfaced
and started to engulf women. During Gupta period, the status of women
‘immensely deterlorated Dowry became an institution and Sati Pratha became
prominent.

Durmg the Bntrsh Raj, many social reformers such as RaJa Rammohun
Roy, Dishware Chandra Vldyasagar and Jvotlrao Phule started agitations for

' the empowerment. of women. -Their efforts led to the ab0|ItIDI"I of Sati and

form ulatlon of the Widow Remarriage Act. Later, stalwarts like Mahatma Gandhi
and Pt.Nehru advocated women right. As a result of their concentrated efforts

the status of women in social, economic and polltacal I:fe ‘began to elevate in
the lndlan society.

__,,. e
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Various policies and Schemes:

The Government of India is running various welfare schemes and
policies, both at State and Central levels for the empowerment of women.
Some of the major programs and measures include Swadhar (1995), Swayam
Siddha (2001), and SWADHAR Greh Scheme (2001), Support to Training and
Employment programme for WOMEN (2003), Sabla Scheme (2010), Indira

- Gandhi Matriva Sahyog yojana {2010), National Mission for Empowerment of

women (October 2011), Rajib Gandhi National Creche Scheme (2012), and
Beti Padhao, Beti Bachao Scheme (22 January 2015), Women helpline Scheme
(1 April.2015) etc.All such pélicies and programs focus on social, economic
and educational empowerment of women across various age groups. '

Conclusion:

Women’s empowerment is vital to sustainable development and the
realization of human right for all. The world is going through major process of .

tr.ansformafcioh. In this contemporary society and the one other ‘heed is to
change the condition of women through women empowerment. in this male

' dommated society, the change in attitude of society towards the women can

improve the development of the soc:ety and can help in the professmnal

‘growth of the country as well as the world and make the world bqautiful. The
_ empowerment of women can change the face of world in various aspect as

well as the behavior of human being which can create: vanous opportunlty for

the md:\nduais as wel] as country’s growth.
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Efficacy of lime Ca(OH,) extracts against
Culex quinquefasciatus Say
(Diptera : Culicidae)

~ Pubali Borah
Assi_stant Professor, Department of Zoology
* * Sonari College, Sonari :

~ ABSTRACT

Culex qufnquefascfatus_ is one of the most potential vectors which
transmitted lymphatic filariasis, and Japanese encephalitis. These diseases

- create a major health probiem in many parts of the tropical world. So, its

control is very important for prevent the diseases. The aim of the present’
study, to test the effect of lime extract against Culex quinquefasciatus
mosquito larvae under Iaboratory' condition. At low concentrations of lime’
extract effect at 24 h was sub lethal; post 24 h manifestations exhibited as
severe deformities and mortallty As the concentration of Ca(OH), increased
the larval mortality also increased and pupation success was significantly
reduced . Most of the mortality was observed in the larval stage than pupal
stage. This is the first ever study on the effect of lime in mosquito control. As
lime is easily available thing in Assam as well as all over India, it is a safer and

“much easier alternative to many other available control tactics.

Key words: Culex quinquefasciatus, lymphatic filariasis, Japanese cephalitis,
lime extract, deformities.

INTRODUCTION
Mosquitoes are medically important insects as they are the carners of
several important pathogens- viral, bacterial and protozoan that cause infection
in man and several other vertebrates. Mosquitoes transmit various diseases
“like dengue, chikungunya, yellow fever, lymphatic filariasis, Japanese
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encephalitis, malaria, zika virus diseases, etc. Vector borne diseases caused
by mosquito are one of the major health problems in most countries. Female
Anopheles mosquito transmits malaria; Aedes aegypti and some other species
of Aedes mosquito transmit dengue, chikungunya, zika viruses while Culex
mosquito transmits lymphatic filariasis, Japanese encephalitis in India. These

. diseases not only cause mortality and morbidity among the human but also

affect the socio economical status of the country. More than 4500 species of
mosquitoes have been recorded to be distributed throughout the world,
belonging to 34 genera, but most common being Aedes, Anopheles and Culex
(Ghosh et al., 2013). Culex and Aedes belongs to Culicidae family while
Anopheles belongs to Anophelidae family. These mosquitoes are most
commonly identified according to their morphological characteristics.

Culex quinquefasciatus is medium sized, brown colored, thoracic legs
and wing veins are generally covered with brown scales. The abdomen is
often covered with brown or blackish scales. At resting state, body lies about
parallel with the resting surface or proboscis and body at an angle to one
another. The tip of the female abdomen is blunt. Female and male Culex
mosquitoes are identified through their mouth parts. They completed their

life cycle in four stages-Eggs, Larva, Pupa and Adult. It is the most potential
vector for transmission of lymphatic filariasis, and Japanese encephalitis.
Lymphatic filariasis is caused by filarial nematodes, including Wuchereria
bancrofti and Brugia malayi. As Culex mosqmto carries different diseases, so
its control is very important for prevent the diseases transmission. '

Lime is also known as calcium hydroxide Ca(OH).. At ambient
temperature, calcium hydroxide dissolves in pure water to produce an alkaline
solution with pH of about 12.4. Some vegetables growers use hydrate lime as
an insect repellent. ;

OBIJECTIVEO THE STUDY R et

The main objective of the study as fo!lows z

1. To study Percent of mortality of mosquito Tarvae.

2. To study any deformities in the larvae and pupae. ;

3. To study the larval duration and any behavioral changes in the
mosquito larvae.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Mosquito collection and rearing: Culex qumquefasc:atus mosquito eggs and
larvae were collected and reared in plastic container covered with muslin
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cloth. They were allowed to grow in the same water from which they were
collected upto the eariy 4™ Jarval instar.

Extract pre paration

The lime extract was prepared by mixing with powder lime and
distilled water with different concentration. Different concentration of lime
extract prepared as Omg/100ml{control), 10mg/100ml, 20mg/100ml, 30mg/
100ml, 40mg/100ml, 50mg/100ml, 60mg/100ml, 70mg/100ml .

Larval treatment:
For each treatment, 30 ml of prepared concentration was taken in the

' test containers and 20 early fourth instar larvae were transferred into it. Each
- -test concentration was replicated 3 times. Distilled water was used as a control

with the same number of larvae as that of other test concentrations. After the
24hr treatment the extracts were replaced with water. Mortalities of larvae
were recorded after 24hr of exposure. However, all treated larvae were kept
for further observataon till adult’ emergence for any deformities. The dead
larvae or pupae were observed under microscope (10X) for any deformities.
The percentage mortality was reported from the' -average of three replicates.
Mosquito larvae were fed with a diet of Brewer’s yeast and dog biscuits in a
ratio of 3:1. All the'experiments were carrled out at 27 * 3 °C during March-
early May 2017.

Statistical analysis:
Data on mortality after 24 hr of treatment were subjected to One way

/ANOVA and means were compared using Tukey’s multiple comparison test by

Origin Pro 8 program. Mortality in the treatment was corrected against any
mortality in the controls using Abbott’s formula (1925). The corrected mortality
was subjected to log-probit regression analysis and LC,, was calculated. Results
W|th P<0.05 were considered to be statistically mgmﬂcant

Results
Larval Mortality:

From the experiment we observed that there is a positive correlation
between the concentration of the test extracts with that of the larval mortality
(Table 1, Fig. 1). Larval mortality increased with the increasing concentration,
Mortality above 20m_g/100m| was significantly higher (P<0.05) than as observed
in control. Though'an increase in mortality was observed at 10mg/100ml and
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20mg/100ml concentrations but the differences were not statistically
significant (P>0.05). Moreover, the mortality at 50mg/100ml was very high
(P<0.05) as compared to all the other lower concentrations.

At low concentrations, effect at 24 h was sublethal; post 24 h
manifestations exhibited as severe deformities and mortality. As the
concentration of Ca(OH), increased the larval mortality also increased and
pupation success was significantly reduced in the high concentration. Most of
the mortality was observed in the larval stage than pupal stage.

Table 1. Mortaliy observed at 24 hr after lime treatment

Note: 1. Each repli.cate __conSi_s'ted_of 20 early fourth instar larvae
2. Means followed by different superscripts differ significantly (P<0.05)

# Mortality at 24 hre

- Percentmortality {Mean £ SE)

0o 10 20 3 4o S0 60 70

Concentration {mgf100ml)

Fig. 1 Percent mortality of fourth larval instar of Cx. quinquefasciatus at 24 hr

after exposures of diifferent concentrations of lime. Bars followed by different
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Fig: 2 Log-probit graph of effect of lime on Cx. quinquefasciatus
From the above_calcdlatio_n we found the antilog of the LC, value is 1.42.
Hence the LC_ value is the antilog of 1.42 is 26.30 mg/100ml.
Deformities in different larval stages: In the control larvae no deformities

" .were seen in .them. Larval périod in fourth instars was around 6 days. 7%

mortality was observed in control at 24 hr after exposure.

Some treated larvae showed some behavorial changes such as frequenting
upper layers of the medium with siphon pointing up, aggressive self-biting
and auto-grooming of the respiratory siphon . No effect was observed on the -
larval duration. However, at higher concentrations (>50mg/100ml), all larvae
died before 4 days. - i

Treated larvae showed several morphological deformities on head, thorax
and abdomen. They showed irregular pigmentation throughout the body,
particularly on head, and neck was seen to be stretched out from head (Fig.
5). In some dead larvae, body appeared greenish in colour. The gut wall was
also observed to be ruptured (Fig. 3) and there was accumulation of air bubbles
inside the body of some larvae (Fig.4); in others, tracheae got ruptured (Fig
6). Thoracic region was bloated (Fig. 5).In some dead pupal stage also bubbles

‘were seen inside the body. Mortality also seen at the larval pupal intermediate

stage (Fig.7)
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Air bubblas
inside the bedy

Fig.4 Treated larvae showing

Fig.3 Treated larvae showing gut :
air bubbles in side the body

wall ruptured Po_stei'ior end (tracheae
ruptured) of treated larvae

Exteritac neck

Bloated tharax

Trachea
ruptured

' Fig.6 Agte‘iior,-.end"(bloated

Fig.5 Anterior end (bloated ; ;
thoracic region) of treated larvae

thoracic region) of treated larvae :

Bloated neck

F.ig:.7 Larval pupal Intermode

DISCUSSION : |

A preliminary screening of lime extract was conducted against the early fourth
instar larval stages of Culex. quinquefasciatus. This is the first ever study on
the effect of lime in mosquito control. However, there are many studies on
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other plant derived materials suh as neem, pongamia, tulsi as in mosquito
control (Reena et al., 2002, Thareja et al., 2017).

Like many other chemical pesticides and phytochemicals (Cetin & Yanikoglu,
2006; Gunasekaran et al,, 2009) lime also showed dose-dependent mortality.

~ This could be as due to the toxicity of the lime. The pH of the lime solution is

around 12 (In Wikipedia ) whereas the pH of mosquito larval gut is ~11 (Boudko
et al., 2001). Immediate exposure to high pH would have resulted in the

toxicity on the larvae.

In the lime extract, thick layer of lime powder suspended in the lower
surface of the container while a thin layer appeared on the upper surface of
water. The treated larvae show some behavioral changes that they freq uenting
upper layers of water and aligning their body such that spiracles located on
the siphon came in contact with outside air possibly exhibited avoidance of
the pesticide in the medium. Similar pesticide avoidance behaviour was
observed when Cule. quinquefasciatus larvae were treated with aqueous neem
extracts (Thareja et al.,, 2017). Aggressive self-biting and auto-grooming of
the respiratory siphon might have been for clearing the clogged spiracles and
siphon surface so as to maintain its stability and steady flow of air (Thareja et
al., 2017). Gut wall rupture of the larvae could be due to the abrasive nature of
the lime (Hockenyos, 1939) which would have further resulted in the
accumulation of air bubbles inside the body. Another morphological deformity
observed in some larvae was bulbous thorax; this could have been due to the
swallowing of water needed for the larvae to moult but due to unexplained
effect of lime the fluid retention was observed which is observed during insect
moulting. Such larvae could not survive. Further observations revealed that
lime also affected anatomy of tracheal system that interfere with the
physiological functioning of the respiratory system leading to mortality of
larvae, indicative of lime as a respiratory poison.The formation of la rval-pupal
intermediates indicated the inhibition of pupation possibly due to molting
disruption (Gunasekaran et al., 2009; Thareja et al., 2017) which led to mortality.
Though the effect of lime as moulting disruptor has not been documented so
far in the literature but the present findings open up new vistas for research
in this area that may clearly indicate the role of lime or calcium in insect
moulting.

Mosquito menace is a global and a household problem. So the focus
on this study was to find out an economical control method that could be both
used by local people, and could be integrated into vector control pragrame
without the use of very sophisticated technologies. Lime is easily available



celfa TifameT Rvpretae s sraad 2ifas

throughout the country. Lime extract can be made and used by local peoplé to
control the breeding of mosquitoes in anthropogenic habitat, especially in
urbanized areas.

CONCLUSION

This study is a preliminary study on the effect of lime of in mosquito
larva which showed promising results against mosquito larvae. Among the
numerous process to cortrol them, one of the best technique of preventing
mosquito breeding is to kill them their breeding place or in their larval stage.
The effectiveness of lime for the control of mosquito is economical, safer and
much easier as compared to many other synthetic pesticides and is eco friendly
too.

This is the first study on the effect of limen extract in mosquito control.
Due to its easy availability it can be well recommended to be one of the ways
of mosquito control programe.
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Importance of Reference Services in College
Libraries: A Brief Discussion

Dr. Nijumoni Changmai
Asstt. Librarian
Sonari College, Sonari

1. Introduction:

A College library plays an important role in higher education system.
It is regarded as the heart of academic institution. Like heart, college library
supplied different type of purified information to different categories of users
including students, teachers and non-teaching staff of an academic institution.
It is expected to support the objective of the college. It must adequately
~ serve the needs and requirements of the teachers and students towards
reading, study and research. On-the other hand, college libraries need to
identify and adopt quality services and benchmarks to fulfill the needs of
users. The Kothari commission has considered the library as “Intellectual
Workshop” for the users. In present context, due to globalization college
libraries expanding day by day. The main motto of a college library is to
promote effective and interactive access and use of information resources for
all users. Colleges are regarded as the doorstep of higher education and

libraries in college are the primary information source for learning process.-
Reference service is considered as the backbone of the library services: A -

good reference services depicts good collection. Two types of reference
services distinguished in libraries are direct reference services and indirect
reference services. Direct reference service is a face to face process in which
_reference librarian answers the users question directly. These services consist

“of information services and library instruction. In such services librarian 5
individually help the users to retrieve the information. Though the reference

service -has been considered as the primary service of the library in modern
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days render variety of services, apart from the reference services, to the
teaching community, student community, researchers and all other who are
in need of various information in various fields.

2. Need and Importance of Reference Services:

According to Ranganathan, right contact means, “contact between the
right reader and the right book at the right time and in the right personal way.”
He is of the view that the establishment of such a contact is “the only available
and effective method” of discharging the function of converting the users
into habitual users. He has named 'this method as reference service. Thus he
adds that “Reference service is the establishing of contact between reader
and book by personal service”. Here personal service means service to each
user to help him to find documents, provided needed information which would
meet his/her requirements. During the recent years, the application of
computer, production of data bases and introduction of information networks
has greatly changed the approach and attitudes towards reference/
information services. Reference service handles inquiry and assists user in
find the information they require, access it and use it to meet their needs.
According to Kumar (2003), reference service helps to establish contact
between a user and the right documents at the right time, thereby saving the
time of the user. A reference service includes question answering services,
and information and referral services identifying related web resources inside
or outside. Those services are designed to provide information to user in
response to identified needs. Instruction services can range from FAQ
(Frequently ask question) to citation guide. SDI (selective Dissemination of
Information) services, legal notice, and news service are considered as
guidance or advisory services. An important part of reference service is in
charge the reference interview, which involves a personal discussion between
a user and a reference librarian. On the other hand, that reference service
especially college library will conduct classes for user education programme

_to help them searching the right information by using correct Boolean

searching, databases and OPAC(Online Public Access). User education
programme is very important in order to assist them search information
according to their needs without having any problem. The tremendous growth
and continuous development of technology has decrease the number of user
using traditional library services as well as reference services. There is pro
and contra when tec'hn'ology"makes everything easier. Technology
de_\_feldp_ments have effected not only the formats and sources of the
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information, but also how and where to provide library services. Libraries and
their resources have partially moved to the virtual world of internet. As a
result, library user can access the resources from outside the physical library.
In effort to reach users accessing the libraries via their computers, many
libraries and library consortia are extending their services to include virtual
reference. Technology now allows users to submit their quires to the library
at any time from any place in the world.

3. Reference Section:

Every well organized, college library is organized into a number of
sections or departments. One of the sections is called a reference section.
Reference section provides reference services. In narrow sense, it may be
expected to provide answers to the quires of the user. But in broader sense, it
may have to provide a variety of services , and perform functions necessary to
help the users including providing information services on demand and in
anticipation, providing instructions in the use of library, selection of
documents, organization of reference material etc. '

4. Reference User:

There are various terms, which are employed to refer to. those who
use library. These include terms like clients, patron, reader, user, customer,
inquirer, member etc. However we shall prefer the term “user” because it
indicates use of the library and it resources. Generaily a college library users
are may be gentle, aggressive, and meek, but when a user comes to the library
for the first time, we would need to be taken care of by a human being. On the
other hand, it is essential for a librarian is to convert potential users into
habitual user and establish a des.lred kind of contact between the user and
the document.

5. Reference Documents: _ :

It is rather difficult to define as to what a reference documents is.
However we may make an attempt to understand the use of the term from a
practical point of view. Documents which are designed to be consulted or
referred to from time to time for a specific piece of information. Ordinarily
these do not lend themselves to continuous reading. Therefore we may
recognize the following kinds of reference books:

Dictionaries, Encyclopedias, Biographical sources, Yearbooks Almanacs
and supplements to encyclopedias, Geographical sources ( Gazetteers, Guide
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books, atlases, maps, and globes), Directories, Current sources (handbooks,
manual and sources of statistics ), Bibliographies, Indexing services and
Abstracting services, and Audio-visual sources etc.

6. Reference Librarian: ;

A reference librarian must establish contact a right reader and a right
book. In the performance of job, reference staff is expected to use the total
resources of the library and also the resources available outside the library.
The outside resources may include an individual or information centre. If local
resources are not found helpful, than national or international resources can
be made use of. Due to the availability of modern technology, it is becoming
increasingly possible to use outside resources effectively. Reference librarian
possess a wide range of intellectual interests, desire to assist the users, flair
for organizing documents, ability to search literature and adequate knowledge
of the resources of the library. The role of reference librarian is an extremely
important one. The reputation of a modern library to a large extent depends
upon the quality of reference service provided by it.

7. Conclusion: :
- The reference service, we have seen, is an essential service provided -

by a college library. It plays an important role in satisfying the laws of library
science. It helps to maximize the use of library, whereby, it can greatly help in
meeting the objectives of a college library. Reference service involves spirit
of humanism, which aims at establishing right contact between right user and
right documents at the right time. A good reference service is bound to
encourage the use of the Ilbrary This can lead to library support from all
quarters.
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Analyzing Superstition as a Theme in the
Play, The Emperor Jones

Nabajyoti Dutta
Asstt. Professor, Deptt. of English
Sonari College, Sonari

Superstition is an irrational belief arising from ignorance or fear.
Superstition contradicts natural science. Superstition is a dominant theme in
the play The Emperor Jones. The elements found in the play that are
superstition in nature are tom tom sound, the legend of the silver bullet, the
witch doctor and th crocodile god etc.

The action of the play begins in the afternoon of the most crucial day in the
life of the protagonist. The play The Emperor Jones has a classical simplicity,
an austerity. We learn of Jones’s past through the cockney trader Smithers.
Jones’s murders, committed in the past are presented on the stage as his
hallucinations. The action begins in the afternoon and ends by the dawn of
the next day. The scene of action is at first, the Palace of Jones and then the
Great Forest, at a short distance from there. There is only one single action,
and the movement is swift and straight forward without any sub plots,
episodes and digressions.

According to the general view, the White represents culture while the
Black superstition. But, in the play there are few more steps. Jones is black
but to some extent seems to be rational and mentally white. As Fanon says,”
the colonized is elevated above his jungle status in proportion to his adoption
of the mother country’s cultural standards. He becomes whiter as he renounces

his blackness, his jungle.” On the other hand, the Blacks can be rational because_

they prove themselves more practical than Jones in the play.

The beating of tom- tom is a ritual of the African natives but seems to
be superstition as the natives thinks that beating the drum can kill the emperor.
The tom- tom sound at a distance , gradually increasing in intensity and rapidity
of movemient has been effectively. used to convince the world of its realty, it
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coincides with the increasing terrors of the protagonist. This captures the
attention of the audience and creates suspense. The tom-tom also becomes a
force like the Great Forest which influences both character and action. It
symbolizes the pervasive and inescapable presence of the primitive. The tom
— tom was beaten to exercise devils and evil spirits and also to cast spells to
destroy some enemy. The natives continuously beats the drum in order to
invite their spirit which.is also a fact of superstition.

As Jones , begins to become more exhausted and frightened, he
hallucinates all types of images. the drumbeats follow his rising and falling
fear , the sound alone terrifies him, it puts a spell on him. Thus, we can say
that as a form of black image the drum beats appear to be chasing Jones, and
responding to his anxiety. It is as the natives who declared war on him with
their dance are spiritually haunting him through the sound of the drum beats,
killing him without ever touching him. When the drum beats stop, so does the
Emperor’s heart beat.

The legend of the silver bullet is a part of the power game played by

_Jones to exploit the ignorant natives. But, by the end of play, the African

natives proved more ractical by killing Jones only by a silver bullet. In this
sense, we can say that Jones himself has a superstitious belief about the
silver bullet as hwe previously felt that the natives would never be able to
mould a silver one. Moreover, the Emperor once left the palace, takes the

first step in his fear. In his journey, it is not actually the ghosts that increases

Jones’s fear but his state of unconsciousness excites Jones’ terror. Jones says
that he is not scared of superstitious fears, or ghosts as he puts his words to
Smithers: “Does yo’ s’pect I'se silly enuff tp b’lieve in ghosts an’ha’nts an’ all
dat ole woman’s talk? G’long white man ! you ain’t talking to me. ( The Emperor
lones,391) Even then he prayed god to protect him from the evils during his
hard times because he was scared. He played both the role of an African as
well as an American.

Jones’ contempt for the “low-flung bush niggers” whom he dominates
and exploits is directed particularly towards their superstitious beliefs. It is
through the cunning manipulation of these superstitions that Jones has been
able to “take de pot on a bob-tailed flush” — that is to gain control over the
natives despite his lack of material power. Criticism has indicated various ideas
associated with the silver bullet- as a symbol of White civilization, of Jones’
violence, and of Jones’ fate. In the light of the above analysisanother meaning
becomes even more prominant: that of Jones’s autonomy. When Smithers
forces him to take into account the possibility of his failing to escape, Jones
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confirms what he had said earlier:"I'se got five lead bullets in dis gun good
enuff fo’ common bush niggers? and after dat i got de silver bullet left to
cheat'em out o’ gittin’ me”(The Emperor Jones,1041). The silver bullet stands,
therefore, for Jones’s ultimate refusal to submit to any form of social sanction,
by choosing, if necessary, to kill himself in order to make his life remain upto
very last moment the concretization of his own individual will.

There are some superstitious in African rituals in general. Rituals like
albinism have led attacks on men, women, and especially children under the
influence of witchcraft and superstition. The superstitious views designed by
ancient spiritual beliefs reinforced by local witch-doctors have carried
ritualistic practices and mythical beliefs. In The Emperor Jones, a witch-doctor
appears who dances and chants as if casting a spell. Jones’s voice joins in the
incantation. The witch-doctor orders Jones to go to it. He must be sacrificed to
appease the forces of evil symbolized by the crocodile. Jones completely
loses his head and fires the remaining silver bullet at the crocodile. In this
play, a gradual regression and disintregration of the central figure and his
return to his primitive state takes place. Travis Bogard feels this drama as a

theological melodrama where the dark crocodile god whose creature Jones

rightful is, he rejects under the Christian influence takes vengeance on him.
(Contour in Time. 142). Jones’s ordeal brings him, in Scene Five, to return to
his Christian God,and to beg forgiveness for his sins of killing two men and
stealing everything he could from his “subjects”. He begs his “Lawd” to preserve
him from ghosts, and during Scene Seven, when the witch doctor is about to

offer him as appeasement to the crocodile god, he calls out four times for

mercy and protection from his Christian God.

The element of fear is also a dominant emotion throughout the play,
The Emperor Jones. In the jungle, the Emperor’s fears take shape-first as vague -

but sinister forms, which are replaced by personal, than racial memories.
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The Mising®: An Ethnic Tribe of North- East
India and their Significant Folk Song ‘Kaban’

Dr. Raghunath Kagyung
Associate Professor, Deptt. of Assamese
Sonari College, Sonari

Abstract

One of the categories of M:’s.f'ng folk-song is ‘Kaban’. Mising folk-songs
have been broadly classified in five categories- ceremonial folk-songs, colloquial

folk-songs, lamenting folk-songs, work related folk-songs and different subject

related folk-songs. One of the most remarkable categories is lamenting folk-

song or Kaban Nitom?. The main subject matter of Kaban is the remembrance
of past life. The moments of joy of childhood, the laughing and crying of youth

and sweet moments of married life have been described in kind and painful

manner. Sometimes, the expression of one’s sorrow becomes the theme of
Kaban. Kaban is mainly a song. That is why, through song only it gets its soul.

Kaban is the form of expression of pathetic feelings.

1.0 Introduction
North- East India’s one of the most enriched tribe is the Mising tribe. Mising
tribe is the bearer of wealthy tradition, generous heritage and multicolored

- and rich culture. North- west China’s Ho-Wang-Ho and Yang- Chi- Kiang river

basin is Mising tribe’s ancient home. From here, they got shifted and started
to get established in ancient Assam’s Adi (Aabor) mountain. Aabor Mountain
is presently situated in Arunachal Pradesh. In 11t century, they got established
in Assam from Arunachal Pradesh.

Mising society is mainly a patriarchal society. Mising people love to
live nearby river basins where they live in Changghor (a house over a raised
platform). Those who are living nearby Brahmaputra, Suwansiri, Disang,
Dikhow, Dikrong, and Jhaniji etc. rivers are mainly agriculture- oriented people.

L R SO
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In Mising society, a woman equally works with men. Though, agriculture is
their main source of livelihood, but they are not solely dependent on it. For,
economic independence, they rear ducks, pigeons, hen, pig, cow etc. Along
with this, some poor family earn their living by selling Aapong (a kind of local
drink]).

From various sources, it has come to light that Misings have originated
from Mongolian tribe. In ancient time, Mising tribe used to live within a zone
called NEFA (North East Frontier Agency). In ancient time, this zone was
included in Assam, but now it is known as Arunachal Pradesh. Discarding
mountainous region, they started to live in the plain areas of Assam. Even
though, Assam is their mainland of civilization, but some Mising people are
still established in Arunachal Pradesh.

From linguist’s point of view, Mising Ianguage is a sub- category of -

North Assam’s language which is included in large Chinese- Tibetan language
family. But, due to the lack of any script, Mising literature could not flourish.
But, recently they have percept Roman script for linguistic and due to its
application, the storehouse of Mising literature is getting rich.

Mising folk- literature is very rich and prosperous. In one hand, where
their literature about the picturesque mountainous livelihood has got
exposure due to their experience the pleasant company of other different
ethnic groups, but on the other hand; their descriptive experiences get
reflected in folk- literature due to their close relationship with different
linguistic and religious group.

~ Mising folk- literature is equally ancient like Mising tribe. Before,
printing or writing process, their conversation or spoken language was the
only means of expression. That is why; we can say that Mising folk- literature
can be called history of Mising life.
The Mising folk- literature was mainly established by the illiterate farmers,
not the literate and intelligent one. Those illiterate people who hugged village

life are expressing their feelings in folk- literature at different ages and

situations. We can know about Mising tribe and their birth, living places, eating
habits, dressing, religious outlook etc. in their religious song (Miri-Aa-Bang
and Mibu-Aa-Bang) and seasonal song (Birdug Nitom). In Oinitom, Kaban,:
Chalak (Riddle), Luche- Lukar (Proverb) and Luchak (Proverb), the amazing
picture of Mising folk- life and folk- mindset gets exposed.

The extent of Mising folk- literature is very large. Difference and
diversity of language, originality of spirit and remarkable manifestation of
style is one of its own qualities. In Mising folk-literature, Kaban is one of the
popular and multicolored folk- songs.
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2.0 Methodology
2.1 Objective of the Study

The detailed study of Kaban is the main objective of this study. The
main aim of the study is to find out the different sides of Kaban songs.

2.2 Data Collection

The data which has been used in writing this research article have
been collected through field study. The data has been also collected by visiting
Mising settlements in Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. Some Mising folk-songs
related books have been used as secondary data for the study.

2.3 Analysis

Analytical research methodology has been used to carry out the study.
The data has been collected through analytical study method to find out the
new dimensions of Kaban. Research discovery of new dimensions of Kaban

~ and its original characteristics have been shown in the Findings.

3.0 Origin of Kaban

 From transitional point of view, we can say that ‘Kaban’ has originated
from the term ‘Kab’, which in Mising means crying. Therefore, Kab (crying)
and Aan, both give us the term ‘Kaban’. Through Kaban song, the emotions of
pain, sorrow and comhassion of Mising people has got displayed.
Kaban of Mising folk- literature is actually the tragedy of the common people
which is a factor of its origin. Like Oinitam, Aabang, Bihrignitam, Midangnitam,
Kaninamnitam etc., Kaban is mostly popular in the colloquial form. Pain and
sorrow is lifelong company of a common man. To get this expressed, Mising
people took the help of ‘Kaban’.

People cry when they lost their near and dear ones. Their lamenting,
with the passage of time got the name Kaban. Even everybody cries after the
demise of someone, but it has different patterns. Some cry instantly, some
cry expressing their pain and sorrow. This expression of pain and sorrow in
the form a song is ‘Kaban’ where one laments. Kaban is famous in its oral form
only. Even though it has undergone change due to its transformation from one
person to another, but its central theme has not been changed.

4.0 Theme of Kaban
Kaban'’s central theme is pathetic expression of sorrowful life. Sorrow
can come in one’s life from different sides like due to bad luck, one’s deeds;
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unintentional or unconscious mistakes of parents; loosing someone very close
(friends, relatives etc.) etc. Apart from these, if someone does not get the life
s/he wants, then also pain can come into one’s life. These are the main subjects
or themes of Kaban. One of the themes from these becomes the central subject
of a Kaban song. '

Pain, sadness and tear- these are the three essential components of
Kaban. One component cannot get separated from the other and if it gets,
then it will not stand in its triangular form. The main moving force behind the
Kaban is included only in these three components. Apart from these,
frustration and sigh also gives Kaban another form.

5.0 Classification of Kaban

Kaban can be broadly divided into two categories:
i). Daying Kaban,
ii). Kijar Kaban.

i). Daying Kaban (i.e. story- based Kaban) ¥ :

In Mising society, even innumerable story-based Kaban are popular in
colloquial form, but some of them are yet to be rescued. Daying Kaban is
popular from a very long time. Popular from many decades in colloquial form,
this Kaban has got different form in different forms.

Daying Kaban is actually story-content Mising folk-song. Here, the
contents are presented in the form of a song. It has three main parts-
introduction or the beginning; middle part and the climax or the ending. At
the climax part it goes to its extreme point of sadness which can touch
anybody’s soul. There is another remarkable aspect of this Kaban is that these
SOngs are as same as Assamese story, poetry or ballad. The difference between
Assamese ballad and the introductory content of Daying Kaban is very less.

But, it also does not mean that this Kaban has been originated by following

Assamese ballads. Contents of song, presentation style and expression of
social life and its color, makes this Kaban a unique one and shows its originality.
Story-based Kaban can be sub- categorized as: :
a) Song of Gela- Gaam
~ b) Song of Binod- Pipali
_c) Song of Teba- Tekang
d) Song of Deobar- Dentali-and
e) Song of Padmi
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Song of Gela- Gaam ;

Song of Gela-Gaam is one of the significant Kaban in story-based Kaban
of Misings. Its song and story is very famous in Mising society. Actually, there
is a beautiful story in it which makes it popular even today. A brief description
of the story goes like this-

“The time was that of British rule in India. There was a courageous,
strong and intelligent man called Gela. Due to his qualities, no'n-mising people
were jealous of him and they planned to put him in a trap. One day, non-
mising people went to the English officer and told him that Gela is conspiring
against him. Without judging anything, the the officer ordered his arrest and
sent him to Kaliapani(a deserted place which has been imagined by the singer),
far from Assam. Gela, Gaam(his wife) and his children, feeling the pain of
separation, cried together before leaving of Gela. Even listening to their painful
crying, the officer sent him to Kaliapani. But, after spending many days in
Kaliapani, one day Gela was able to escape from jail and came back to Assam
in the ship of the officer. He got re-united with his family and this time the
officer forgave him.” :

This is the main theme of Gela-Gaam song. Gela’s tragic life, separation
from family and reunion- these contents become heart-touching and more
appealing when presented in the form of a song and the story progresses’
from introduction, middle part to the climax.

Song of Binod- Pipali
- In Mising society, another Kaban is very popular, that is the love-story
of Binod-Pipali. The story goes like this- '

“There was a handsome boy called Binod and a beautiful girl called
Pipali. Pipali was a Mising girl and Binod was non-mising. Both were deeply in
love with each other and wanted to get married. But, in ancient times, Mising
society did not support inter-caste marriage and that is why, did not give
consent to their marriage. Love is heaven. Thinking this, both of them took
the path of self-immolation in the wish that they will get re-united in their
next birth.” i i _

The Kaban which has been composed taking the description of pure
love of Binod-Pipali, self-immolation and reunion in their next birth, is very
popular. The main content of this Kaban is the expression of painful crying of
Binod-Pipali where they wish to get re-united in their ne:_ét' birth. People
express it in singing a painful song. i SR
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Other Daying Kaban’s

Till now, other types of Daying Kaban which have been discovered are
Song of Teba- Tekang, Song of Deobar- Dentali and Song of Padmi. The subject
of the Song of Teba- Tekang is their illegal love affair. As it has been composed
from real-life situations, some critics do not want to give it the status of a
Kaban. Taking the love-story of Deobar-Dentali, painful and devoicing life of
Padmi, ‘Song of Deobar- Dentali’ and ‘Song of Padami’ named Kaban have
been composed. These two songs have been composed by an unidentified
poet. That is why; these got the form of Kaban. 3

ii). Kijar Kaban (i.e. descriptive Kaban)

Another category of Kaban is descriptive folk- song. These folk- songs
are presented in the form of describing the subject. Songs are mainly
introduced in a scattered manner. Presence of well- designed and well-
coordinated plot is almost absent, Scattered memoirs which are being
ruminated, is one of its quality. The music of the songs are very heart- touching.
Even there is a resemblance of one of the part of lamenting Kaban with the
other, but the dissimilarity of subject is very clear. The parts are very small,
but each part and.its subject have its own style of presentation and originality.

So, we can say that these songs are the history of sweet and sour moments of

life. /
Descriptive Kaban has been divided into five parts. They are:
a). Daba Kaban
b). Meba Kaban
c). Yaban Kaban
d). Yamne Kaban and
e). Mepa Kaban

A) Daba Kaban

Daba Kaban is a pathetic- rhetorical folk- song where one sings about
one’s unsuccessful life. A person dreams of colorful life which s/he wants to
live. But, everybody’s dream does not get its path. Mising people think two
reasons for this consequence. They are: '

From one’s own fate and

From parents’ or o\ne’s' unintentional mistake

A singer sings a story where s/he accuses his/her own fate and thinks that his/

her life has become miserable due to his/her bad luck and curse of his/her
parents and that is why s/he is having an unjustified sufferings. This is ‘Daba
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Kaban’ and it uses pathetic music to express one’s feeling. In these song’s,
expression of parents’ grief and one’s fate gets exposed. Unconscious Mising
youth makes god and his/her parents responsible for this. Its sweet sound
gets reflected in Daba Kaban’s pathetic- rhetorical song.
Pathetic-rhetorical form is the main foundation of Daba Kaban. For example,
a song goes like this:
“When my mother gave me birth,
Did she put her hands where she should not have?
Did she touch there where she should not have?
That is why | am suffering this?”
Kaban has three sub-categories; they are- Baane Kaban, Tumba Kaban
and Pumchu Kaban. : g
‘Bane’ means unmarried man/woman. An unmarried man sings a song
of his unfulfilled life and an unmarried woman expressing her unfulfilled
youthful life in a painful manner. This is Baane Kaban.
‘Tumba’ means widow and widower. A widow recalls her sweet old
memoirs with her husband and a widower with his wife. A song which is sung

by recollecting those memoirs is Tumba Kaban.

‘Pumchu Kaban’ is a song of an unsuccessful life. A person holds the

. almighty responsible for his/her unsuccessful marriage and separation. Thus,

a song which is sung describing the sufferings, make this Kaban a more sensible
and sensitiverone:

B) Meba Kaban

Meba Kaban is the musical expression of futile love. Meba which is
Yahme in Mising means youth or young people. Young people fall in love with
each other and dreams of a sweet life ahead. But, unluckily their dream gets
broken. Instead of union, they get separated. This separation brings pain and
suffering. They remember their sweet old days and thinking of those moments,
they sing a song in a mourning tone. This is the main subject of Meba Kaban. -
As it is mainly sung by the young people, it is also called ‘Shi-Shang Kaban’;
‘Mimbir Kaban’ and ‘Yahme Kaban’ (Shi-Shang means young boy, girl or youth,
Mimbirrmeans young women and Yahme means young man).
A song goes like this-

“Kamjing Lakkeba Reiye Lakkeba

_Pitpa Lakkeba Jeyange Lakkeba

Ainom Aalige Kahlige Chutagai

Ainom Aangabe Kahngab Chutagai
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Aiya Dehpinem Pinman Bachutai

Ainom Dehpangem Panman Bachutai

Ainom Dangkunka Giman Bachutai

Chibio Dangkunka Giman Bachutai.”

(From childhood, you have got into my eyes. From then | have loved
you. Making house of sand and cooking rice of sand, | had drunk Aapong with
you. Our love is still going on through our eyes).

C) Yaban Kaban s
A folk-song which is sung by remembering the good deeds of a dead

person is “Yaban Kaban'. It is also called ‘Chirug Kaban’. If arising compassion is
the main motive of a Kaban, then Yaban Kaban is the excellent Kaban of Misings.
Crying is the main theme of a Kaban. Actually, Yabans are not songs but
lamenting. Heart-touching stories have been composed in the form of a song
which is presented in a special tone and that is why these have been included
in the category of a song. . 5

When someone lost near and dear’ ones, his/her heart fills with pain
and emptiness. One cannot accept the fact that they have lost someone. One
laments to the extreme due to the suffering of loosing someone forever:. This
is “Yaban'”. This is also called ‘Kabnam’. Kab is crying and that is why Kabnam is
lamenting song. On the other hand, it can also be called ‘Medir’ (sorrow, pain)
Kaban because here pain reaches its extreme point which gets expressed in a
song like: _ ) 3

“Maa(mother), whom will'l call Maa from today?

Whom will | tell my feelings?

With whom will | sit and share my problems?

Who will support me in my hard times?”

D) Yamne Kaban )
Though ‘Yamne Kaban’ is related with marriage, butit is not a marriage
folk-song. Yamne Kaban is actually a Kaban. ‘Yamne’ means bride. From ‘birth,

the relationship of a mother and daughter is comparatively very deep. After

bringing her up with lot of love and affection, going through good and bad
times, one day her daughter will have to be married away. Because of this,
grief strikes both of them and as a result, a mother sings in a sorrowful tone
thinking of separation from her daughter. This is Yamne Kaban. It has three
sub-divisions: Giyak Kaban, Meyak Kaban and Meter Kaban.
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When a daughter sings in a painful tone remembering her good old
days with her mother is ‘Giyak Kaban’. When a mother sings thinking of
separation from her daughter is ‘Meyak Kaban’. Both are related to each other.
On the other hand, when a husband has second marriage (Mising society does

- not have this kind of custom, but it sometime happens), his first wife laments
‘in a painful manner. The song of this type is ‘Meter Kaban’. Meter means end

of the last hope. The hope of spending rest of her life with her husband gets
shattered and that is why it is “Meter Kaban’.

E) Mepa Kaban

Mepa Kaban is related with remembrance. ‘Mepa’ means to remind
or recollect tl;!e, old memoirs. A brother gets separated from his sister due to
her marriage. They have to live at different places. When they do not meet
each other for a very long time, they remember each other. Sometime they
meet each other at social ceremonies like Porag, Aali-Aaye-Ligang({both are
main festival of the Mising society) festival etc. Both of them remember their
childhood, sweet old days and remembering those moments, both of them
cry. This crying in the form of a song is Mepa Kaban.

6.0 Different subjects in lamenting folk- song of the Mising
Social life in lamenting folk- songs

The description of beautiful social life of Misings gets reflected in the
lamenting folk- songs. Farming is the main occupation of the Misings. Without
farming they cannot even think about their social life. Mising culture, society
and history have been developed from agriculture. In Kaban, Mising
agriculture- oriented social life has got exposure. The young boys and girls,
who are engaged in farming and the development of their sweet love, have
been introduced in Meba Kaban in a very sweet- sour form. :

~ _River and Mising social life are like two sides of a coin. Without river,

Mising society cannot breath. In Kaban, river plays an important role in the
description of Mising life. In Kaban; which is a sub- category of Daba Kaban,
how an unmarried boy gets immersed in the love of his ladylove and imagines
having a family with her, has been described. i

The description of closely related parts of Mising life like agriculture,
farmer, plough, hoe, harrow, paddy, dheki-ural(a traditional instrument for
grinding rice) , fishing, tortoise catching, boating, weeding out rice, making
and living in Changghor, worshipping Porag- Ligang- and Dabur(a ritual festival
of Mising) etc. have been described in Kabans.

L R )
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Love and romance in lamenting folk- songs

One of the noticeable sides of lamenting folk- song is the love and
romance of young Mising people. The sweet memorable day of courtship is
the main theme of Baane, Tumba and Pumchu Kaban. Meba word in Mising is
Yaame which meéans youth or young age. One gets matured from teenage to a
youth and that is why wants to fall in love like as after autumn, a tree gets life
in spring season. One has a strong desire to meet his/her love. Young people
get swept away in the flood of love and dreams of a sweet and beautiful life
ahead. This kind of reflection of fact is the main subject of Meba Kaban.

Pain and suffering in lamenting folk- songs

As golden dreams and sweet imagination cannot be discarded from a
loving couple, like that also pain of separation cannot get separated from
their life too. The picture of pain and suffering which develops from the deep
love of a couple can be seen in Daba Kaban.

Portrayal of separation in lamenting folk- songs

As there is always darkness below a lamp; like that there is a sepa rat:on
in every union. This separation can be of various colors. A loving couple may
get separated from getting married due to various reasons; mfe/husband s
sudden death after spending somg memorable married life with each other,
separation of a brother from his sister after spending sweet childhood hfe
etc. This type of separation is described in Kaban in a very pitiful and tragic
form. The presentation of aspects of separation between rnot_her- daughter
and father- daughter can be seen described in a Kaban in a very compassionate
manner. Yamne Kaban mainly falls in this category. An example can be cited
as: :
‘Baaiye Baaiya Chilakalakke Chekke Ledula
Apinem Dajanchuyekune,
Chilakalakke Cheka Aasubem Pugela,
Yubjan Chuyekune.’
(From today, with whom will | eat together in the same plate? O!
Sister, who will make my bed from today and will tell me to go to sleep)

Ruminating memoirs in lamenting folk-songs .
In Giyak, Meyak and Yaban Kaban, ruminating memoirs are very in
splendor form. In Meba and Daying Kaban also this component is seen. In fact,
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most of the lamenting folk- songs of Misings are the d'escription of pitiful
reminiscences. One laments remembering one’s near and dear one after their
death.

7.0 Findings
Through detailed and analytical study of Kaban, the foIIOng
characteristics have come out. They are-
a) In Mising folk-literature, Kaban is one of the remarkable categories.
b) As a folk-literature, Kaban is of high standard.
¢) Kaban is the pathetic expression of past life of the Mising people.
d) Sadness and tear are the main theme of Kaban.
e) The main form of Kaban is its sadness.

_f) Even lucid language is like an ornament of Kaban, but ancient Mising
language creates some complicacies in defining Kaban’s original
meaning.

g) Kaban is rhythmic in nature.

-~ h) Kaban represents the picture of separation and not that of
 unification. But, before uniting, the picture of remembrance of sweet
moments gets depicted.

i) Imagination is Kaban’s another theme. :

j) The folk-songs which have been written by focusing on death can be
placed in Kaban. Even this kind of song is present in other
communities, but Kaban is that kind of song which is sung instantly
after the death of near and dear ones.

8.0 Suggestion and Conclusion _

There is a relation between Kaban and the Mising people who used to
live in China’s Yang-Chi-Kiang and Assam’s different river basins. If
comparative study is made between the Kaban’s written during living in China,
Arunachal Pradesh and Assam, then there is a possibility of discovery of some
of the remarkable dimensions of Kaban songs.

~ Basically, Kaban is a song. Comparatively, in Kaban, its musical value is
more important than its literature. Actually, in literary form, it does not get
visible. Instead of experiencing it in literary form, its beauty can be felt in
musical form only. In other words, ‘Kaban’ gets its soul in musical form only.
When it is presented in theoretical form, some of its aspects does not get
expressed whose p!easure cannot be percewed The main motivational force

e
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of a Kaban is its presentation. The beauty of a song can be felt after it is sung.
Without presenting in the form of a song, a Kaban is like a body without a soul.

- 00000

Foot note

1. The Mising: A tribal community of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh which has been
mentioned in Indian Constitution as “Miri”.

2. Nitom: Nitom: means song in Miéing language.
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The Ethnic Identity and Cultural Revivalism
among the Ahoms in the Post-colonial
Period: A Historical Study

Abhishikha Bailung
Assistant Professor, Deptt. of History
Sonari College, Sonari

Introduction :

In present context, the term ethnic identity is frequently uttered.
Seeking for separate identity is a universal phenomenon of every ethnic group.
In poly-cultural and poly-ethnic nations oppressed group of people or cultural
minorities try to revive and popularize their group identity by generating
awareness about their socio-cultural and political existence within and existing
broad socio-cultural and political system and organize themselves with a
separate identity based on their distinct culture connecting to the historical
past and established themselves as group of common descent. Thus, in the
process of ethnic identity formation, ethnic groups develop a cultural revivalism
process b\; maintaining separate language, scripts, traditions, religion, belief
system, dress, songs, dance forms, etc. To reorganize and reconstruct a
community or ethnic group and authenticate their ethnic identity in a Iarger
social system, revivalist group of people link their traditions to the past event
and popularize them by repetition of the performances. Thus the cultural
elements of language, dress, belief system, traditions, and performances are
become to be established as the symbol of the identity of a particular group
of people. In this regards, Hobsbawm opines that the traditions that are
following by the revivalist group of people or nationalist or political
institution, which are regarded as to be age old, are often quite recent in
origin and uses the term to indicate those traditions as ‘invented

‘tradition’.*(Endnotes)
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* India is a nation that comprised of the multi-lingual, multi-cultural,
multi-religious people from diverse geographical region of the subcontinent
which was unified under one socio-political identity as Indian as a result of
the British colonial rule, for which, since its independence, India has been
facing number of demands for ethnic identity assertion by different ethnic
groups. North-East India or Assam is one of the best instances. In spite of
being Indian, the people of Assam identify themselves as ‘Assamese’ because
of their cultural separateness and different historical background. Likewise,
Assam is also a composition of poly-ethnic, poly-religious, poly-cultural
components as well as different geographical locations. Besides these

_diversions the Assamese identity was formed under a historical process and
local different communities and tribes encountered some events spread of
Brahmanical Hinduism, advent of the Ahoms, the British colonial rule etc. In

- such a changing socio-political scenario, local tribal people and communities

had to accept non-traditional culture and under a process of socio-cultural
assimilation the Assamese identity was formed. In the Assamese identity
formation process, the problem of lack of an effective project of cultural
standardization different groups of tribal and non-tribal peoplé felt to be
neglected and came out to form their different ethnic identity within
Assamese identity. In the post colonial period, a process of ethnic identity

assertion and cultural revivalism has been developed among the different -
ethnic groups such as the Tai Ahoms, Chutias, Morans, Mataks etc. The Ahoms

were the first community who organized themselves to safeguard their socio-
political status during the colonial period and started a movement for asserting
their separate ethnic identity. Thus the history of the identity movement of
the Ahoms can be traced back to the colonial period, but the process of the
cultural revivalism among the Ahoms basrcally started from the post colomal
period. -

Historical background the Ahom identity movement:

. Historically, the Ahoms have been inhabited in Assam from the early
part of the 13“‘ century A.D. and ruled in Assam for six hundred years. The
identity of the Ahoms i is quite interesting and basically based on the medieval
state formation process in Assam. The Ahoms were an offshoot of the Shan
branch of the Tais of South East Asia who, under the leadership of Sukapha,
came to the Brahmaputra valley crossing the Patkai hill in 1228 A.D.? Since
then he roamed through the Brahmaputra valley from place to place and finally
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placed at Charaideo in 1253 A.D. and established a Kingdom, called Ahom
Kingdom. Through his journey, Sukapha proceeded by defeating and
subjugating the locale tribes such as the Wangcho and Tangsa, Nagas, Borahis
MMorans etc, applying both the policy of arms and conciliation and gradually
expanded their kingdom almost all over the Brahmaputra valley till 17" century
A.D. With the expansion of the Ahom state, the identity of the Ahoms also
formed simultaneously. It is to be noted that the Ahoms were not known as
the Ahom before they entered to the Brahmaputra valley. The name Ahom
was given to those Tai people by the local tribes of the Brahmaputra valley. It
is believed that the name of Assam is come from Ahom. As Alexender
Meckenzie states “the Brahmaputra valley was invaded by a vigorous and
warlike race of Burmese Shans which had by the commencement of the
thirteen century wrested the whole country from its Hindu rule and arrogated
to its own dynasty and people the title .of “Ahom the unequalled”.?® It is
believed that because of their incomparable power, the local people named
Sukapha and his fellowers as Asam (a mean not/ Un and sam means equal)
i.e. who is unequal. This word gradually changed to Aham and then Ahom.
However, those opinions make sure that the name Ahom was originated in
Assam, not outside and the group of Tai people of the Shan branch, under the

--leadership of Sukapha who came to Brahmaputra valley in 13" century was

came to known as Ahom. Since then, as a part of the Ahom state formation,
the process of Ahomization of the local people was also continued which
resulted the assimilation of.local people with the Tai group of people and
developed the Ahom identity as a ruling group of pre British Assam. Therefore
basically it is said that the Ahoms are originally Tai people. But in present
Assam not all the Ahom are Tai. This is the crucial part of the background of the
Ahom identity. However, the Ahoms led their traditional culture with them
when they advanced to the Brahmaputra valley, but they did not impose it on
the local people. The Ahoms practiced their different religious traditions and
beliefs under the royal patronage and also followed their traditional culture
and used the Tai language officially. During the reign of the Ahom king
Sudangpha Hinduism entered to the royal palace and gradually the Ahoms
became Hinduised as a part of assimilation process. The Ahoms started to
discard their traditional culture and it became confined to the families of the
priestly class of the Ahoms.

~ As a ruling group the Ahoms maintained a higher position in the socio-
political condition of the Brahmaputra valley during the pre colonial period.
But in the colonial period the socio-political scenario was changed. With the
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advent of the British the political power was lost as a result of the treaty of
Yandaboo in 1826. The Ahom ruling class suddenly came to the layer of the
common people under the British rule and lost their socio economic status
along with the political power in the new political system. Ahom aristocrats
started to maintain a distance from any matter of the British government, in
the new administrative system formed by the British. They were not interested
to serve as the employee under the British and not even ready to accept the
British educational policies and neglected the formal education.* Their
negligence of the western education made them backward in the new political
system and became unfit for the British administration. On the other hand, as
the memory of the rule was very fresh, the British adopted a subtle device of

keeping away the Ahoms from the employment opportunity, at'the same _

time bestowing favor to intelligent non-Ahom people.’ In such a crucial political
scenario, a new Assamese middle class was emerged as a result of British
administrative changes. The caste Hindu people of Assam joined the newly
opened educational institution in large numbers and qualified themselves
through western education to be engaged in different government office.
Thus the downfall of Ahom monarchy offered an opportunity to certain caste
Hindu communities to establish their supremacy in the socio-political life of
Assam under the British patronage. On the one hand due to educational
backwardness the Ahom ‘were out deprived of getting good position in British
administration, on the other hand the newly emerge Assamese middle class
people replace the Ahom officials in the British administration in Assam. Thus
the Ahom ruling class reverted to a politically, socially, economically and
educationally backward class and mere subject of the British.

; Later part of the 19* century, the newly educated Ahoms youths felt
their backwardness in the society. They were even class felt to be insulted
and threatened by the dominance of the high caste Hindu in every aspects in
the society. The two factors of one the backwardness of the community in the
newly established British political system and second the negligence of the
high caste Hindus of the Assamese society in every aspects forced the Ahom
educated class to became conscious about their position in the society and
came forward to organized the community for their better condition. Their
two main aims were to secure adequate constitutional safeguard and stand
- against the negligence of the caste Hindu middle class. They formed the first
Ahom organization in Assam, the Ahom Sabha in 1893, with Padmanath
Gohainbarua as its president and from the platform of Ahom Sabha, the
assertion of distinct identity of the Ahoms was started in the colonial period.
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In the colonial period the articulated section of the Ahoms basically struggled
for securing a safe position for the Ahoms community in the politics of Assam
by demanding for constitutional safeguard of minority status, separate
electorate etc. and played an important role in the politics of colonial Assam.
But in the dawn of the independence the Ahom Sabha became weak which
was the backbone of the Ahom identity movement and finally became almost
unsuccessful in securing a share in the politics for the community. As a result,
the movement became less popular as Ahoms lost their main strength i.e. the

organizational power to fight against the ruling party and thus they became

politically a weak community and it changed the track of the movement in the
post colonial period. The Ahom leaders felt the need of cultural revivalism to
articulate the community with a separate ethnic identity. The most articulated
section of the Ahoms unde"(stood that there must be development of cultural
identity to maintain a separate ethnic identity within the Assamese society.®
They became concerned about their tradition, language, religion, culture etc.
and started to go back to thé Tai culture and make attempt to separate
themselves from the Hinduised culture. In this situation, in the second half

the 20™ century, the process of cultural revivalism was started with the
 emergence of a number of new organizations, like Tai Historical and Cultural

Society (THCSA) 1955, All Assam Mohan Deodhai Bailung Sanmilan (AAMDBS)
1962, All Assam Fralung Sangha (AAFS) 1975, Ban Ok Pan Mioung Tai 1981, All
Tai-Ahom Student Union (ATASU) 1988 etc.

Cultural Revivalism among the Ahoms: :

- The identity movement had been started among the Ahoms against
the hegemony of the caste Hindu dominated Assamese middle class. The idea
of revivalism was articulated among the Ahoms with the development of the
ethnic identity assertion process. In the pre-independence period, the Ahoms
were revived as distinct cdmmunity, but they were not concerned about the
culture. Only after the independence, when they became unsuccessful in
capturing a position as a political power or re-establishing their social and
political hegemony in Assam, they felt the need of culture unity among the
Ahoms with separate identity. Therefore it was after the colonial period when
the culture revivalism was introduce among the Ahoms. However B.J. Terweil
mentioned in his article, “Recreating the Past: Revivalism in the North eastern
India, that as the term ‘revivalism’ means a concerted attempt by a particular
group of people to restore to use or reawaken interest in a set of old customs
in order to counter act the influence of a dominant alien culture, the Ahom
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priestly class had made attempt to revive their culture during the Ahom rule.
In the seventeenth and eighteenth century the Ahom priests made attempt
to reestablish their own tradition to stop their influence of the Hindus, because
they did not accept the Hinduism, when Ahom kings followed Hinduism and
patronized it. 7 But in the identity movement of the Ahoms, the cultural
revivalism was started in the post independence period.

In the revivalist movement, the articulated section of the Ahoms
focused on some special aspects suech as language, religion, traditions etc. to
establish themselves as a separate community with some distinct features or
icans. It has already been mentioned that the Ahoms were the descendants
of the Tai Shan group that had been came to the Brahmaputra valley and they
had been given the name; Ahom. Later on the Ahoms had increased their
member with the process of Ahomization i.e. the process of assimilation with
the local tribes of the Brahmaputra Valley. Therefore it is said that the Ahoms
. are descendent of the Tai people, but in present Assam not all Ahoms are Tai.
However, in the identity assertion process the Ahoms, they tried to go back to
* their original identity of the Tai. As the immediate result of it, the Ahoms
revivalist started to use the word ‘Tai’ before Ahom as prefix in the name of
‘the community. In number of organizations of the Ahoms were named as Tai-
Ahom, such-as ATASU, Tai Ahom Yuva Parishad Assam etc. and the Ahoms
started to introduce themselves as Tai-Ahom and go back to the Tai culture.

Moredver, another development is also seen in the Ahom ®ethnic identity.

formation process i.e. the history of Ahom state in Assam is started to study
from the perspective of Tai history. Padmeswar Gogoi for the first time studied
the history of Ahom kingdom as the Tai kingdom in Assam in his book The Tai
and the Tai Kingdom published in 1968. . No doubt, the Ahoms are descendent
of the Tat group, it is historically true. But the use of the word Tai as prefix in
the name of the community is a part of the revival movement.

The articulated section of the Ahoms gave importance in preserving
and developing the Tai language so that they can generate a sense of separate
identity among the Ahoms in the post colonial period. Till then the Tai-Ahom
language was declared as a ‘dead language’.® After accepting the Assamese
language by the Ahoms as their mother tongue, the Tai language was confined
within the priestly class of the Ahoms who were capable of deciphering the
religious and other manuscript written in the Tai language. The Ahom priestly
class started to recollect the Tai manuscripts and study the language. The
AAMDBS, the Central Tai Academy the Ban-Ok and such organization took
different step for the development of the language. Tai academy teaches Tai
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language and opened up schools as its branches to teach the language and
popularize it. The Ahom organizations demanded for including the Tai language

. in the syllabus of schools in different times. In 1964, the AATASA demanded to -

introduce the Tai language as classical subject in the secondary schools in that
and in NEFA.° Thus in different times the Ahom organizations urged such
demands, such as in 1981, Ban-Ok demanded for including the language in
secondary schools as elective subjects. On the basis of all those demand, the
Assam government decided to introduce the language in 3™ class of 200 L.P.
schools in the Dhemaji, Lakhimpur, Dibrugarh, Jurhat and Golaghat district of
Assam and 150 teachers were appointed.'® However, the revivalist Ahoms
became successful in establishing their language academically. Because in
response to their demands, a diploma course of Tai language was introduced
in Dibrugarh University in 1984. However, the Tai-Ahom language that is
practiced in present day is a modern Tai language not the Tai that was used to
talk by the Tai Ahom people of the days of Ahom rule. In this matter, B.J.
Terweil mentions the present Ahom language as a ‘pseudo Ahom language’
and stated that between the language of the Ahom old documents or the
language belonging to the Tai Shan language group and the language that is
used by the Revivalist Ahoms as Ahom language, there are marked differences.
He opines that the present Tai Ahom language became “separated from its
original grammatical principles and underwent an astonishingly massive
change as regards semantic”.!! It is seen that the Tai Ahom language emerged
with a new form as a part of revivalist movement and it is reformed as a
modern Tai Ahom language. '

: The revivalist Ahoms also emphasized on reviving and reinterpreting
their old religion and culture. Historically, it is fact that the Ahoms accepted
Hinduism during the Ahom rule. In the colonial period as the Ahoms were
gradually discriminated socially by the high caste Hindus, gradually they felt
that to have a better position they became critical of Hinduism. Thus the
revivalist Ahoms have been trying to establish themselves as a non-Hindu

community fronfl the post independence period. The priestly class of the
_ Ahoms initiated' this as because they were continuing some sort of their

indigenous religious rituals outside the Hinduism. First of all they emphasized
on reviving their traditional ceremonies such as Me-Dam-Me-Phi, Rikkhwan,
Umpha, Chaklang their marriage ceremony etc and started to celebrate all

: those ceremonies in public sphere. In celebration of those ceremonies, all
the socio-cultural Ahom organizations took the initiative. The Ahom priestly

class formed the All Assam Fralung Sangha to organize the Ahom community
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under one religion and articulated a distinct religion to establish the
community with a separate identity. The Fralung Sangha established the
‘Fralung’ as the indigenous religion of the Ahoms. Through a notification the
Fralung Sangha ordered their followers to mention their religion as ‘Fralung’
in the forms of the National Census to be held on 1990-91.* In an interview
with Manuranjan Phukon regarding the acceptance of their religion in official
documents, he said that almost 3 lakh of people are following this Fralung
religion. The Ahom priestly class, the Mohan, Deodhai, Bailung, are following
the Furalung religion and as a result of the revivalist trend some Ahoms of
non priestly class also came under the Fralung religion. However, a large part
of the Ahoms is still following Hinduism and followers of the Vaishnavite
Satras.

However, in the revivalist trend the Ahoms started to follow some
traditions that make them distinct from the other community, especially from
Hinduism. The tradition that related to the death is one of them. The Ahoms
unlike the Hindu culture buried their dead bodies. The ancestor worship is
another important aspect of the Ahom traditions. The Ahoms observed ‘Dam-
Phi’ as family ritual of ancestor worship where they offered chicken and “Luk
lao’ their traditional rice wine. This tradition of ancestor worship reached a
public platform and celebrates as Me-Dam-Me-Phi as a result of this revivalist
trend. It is true that revivalism is always based on historical fact. In this matter
it is seen that the Ahom revivalism focused on historical fact that the Ahom
kings celebrated Me-Dam-Me-Phi under royal patronize with the objective of

“-welfare of the state. In present context also, the Ahoms demanded that Me-

Dam-Me-Phi be celebrated as a tradition of ancestor worship to show respect
to their ancestors and for the welfare of all the people of Assam. Thus other
ceremonies like Umpha, R:'kkwan',’-' Vamshawali, Chaklang, Me-Dam-Me-Phi
etc. became important-and the Ahom priestly class or the Fralung Sangha has
published some books for introducing the rites and rituals of those ceremonies
so that they could maintain uniformity in.celebrating those ceremonies. By
organizing the rituals that are found in that manuscripts and are continued to
follow by the priestly class of the Ahoms the revival movement could assert
its importance. These ritual texts are known as Khek Lai. The re-invention of
those ceremonies having features of |nd1genous tradition works as the symbol
of the Ahom identity.

' - The tradition of organizing Vamsawali is important in the process of
revivalism of the Ahoms in asserting their ethnic identity. It is a tradition of
the Ahoms where the Ahom families organize their genealogy of their families
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as far as possible by collecting the information. By this tradition the Ahom
families try to connect themselves to the families of the origin of the Ahoms.**
Itis also a part of the ethnic identity formation process by mtroducmg acommon
ancestral lineage.

Besides, the Ahoms are also following some traditions as a part of
Fralung religion. One of them is using the word Chao, Nang and Dam Chao
before their name by the Ahoms whereas generally Assamese people use to
write Sri(Mr.), Srimati (Miss) and Swargiya (Late) before their name of man,
woman and dead persons respectively. Instead of this the revivalist Ahoms
use the Tai words Chao, Nang and Dam Chao before their name by man, woman
and to mean dead persons respectively. The All Assam Fralung Sangha had
published a notification to use these words before their names in the
government documents before the National census of 1990-91.4
Another trend is following the revivalist Ahoms is regarding the use of
vermillion {in Assamese called Sendur). ‘Sendur’ is a type of cosmetics of red

‘powder the Hindu married woman use to rub on her forehead as the symbol

that her husband is alive. In Assam almost all the tribes that came under the
purview of Hinduism like the Mising, Kachari, Chutia and other caste Hindus
are following the tradition of using vermillion. Even Ahom woman also use
that and there is large possibility that this tradition was started to follow by
the Ahoms after they has become attached with the Hinduised culture,
because in Tai culture such type of tradition is not seen. Even except Hinduism
in no other religion, this tradition is prevailed. But, the revivalist Ahoms don’t
follow this tradition as because it is the tradition of Hinduism or Brahmanical
culture.®® The followers of ‘Fralung religion’ frequently criticize this tradition
of ‘Sendur’ as the symbol of woman domination. In a writing named
‘Sendurmatir Rang’ Priyabar Konwar, a follower of ‘Fralung religion’ clearly
urged the Ahom woman to not use ‘Sendur’ to save their separate identity,
especially as non-Hindu. * However it is a custom that was entered to the
tribal culture of Assam including the Ahoms as a result of sanskritiztion
process”, but the tradition of not following the use of Sendur culture is also
the result of reviving trend of the Ahom culture for distinct identity.’®

In 1981 Ban Ok Pup Lik Mioung Tai introduced a new form of era called
Chukaphabda in which the era is counted from 1228 when the first king of the
Ahoms, Sukapha came to the Brahmaputra valley. In different souvenirs and
journals of the Tai Ahoms wrote this type of era. *° It is also a part of the revival
trend of the Ahoms. Beside these the Ahoms regard some icons like the
‘Hengdan’ the sword of the Ahoms that was believed to be gifted to Khun
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Lung and Khun-Lai, their mythical ancestors by the Lengdon, the mythical
lord, when they started their journey to the earth. They use the Hengdan in
their marriage ceremony of Chaklang, as the important part of their traditions
and their symbol of identity.?* The symbol of dragon or Flying Lion is named as
Chao-Jeng-Bong-Le in Tai language and it is the symbol of Ahom religion.®
This symbol is used in present day, on the dress of the Ahoms, especially on
dress of men, on gates of the houses of Ahoms, wall of the houses of Ahoms
also. However, all these trends are the results of revivalism and the process of
ethnic identity formation by which the Ahoms are maintaining their
distinctness as the part of Tai group of people of South East India. ;

Thus the Ahoms, in their identity movement became able to re-
establish themselves as a separate community with their separate language,
religion culture, traditions. Though not all the Ahoms returned to their
indigenous culture and tradition and introduce themselves as Tai, being as
Hindu, in the revivalist trend, some of their rituals and tradition spread up to
greater level, such as Me-Dam:Me-Phi for which state government of Assam
announced a day on 31" January as a government holiday. Likewise, the 2
December is declared the ‘Asom Divas’ to celebrate the foundation of the
Ahom Kingdom in Assam. The year of 1997-98 was celebrated as ‘Chao-Lung-
Sukapha year’ on the occasion of the 770%™ year of the advent of the first Ahom
king Sukapha to Assam.?

Conclusion :

The identity movement of the Ahoms has crossed more than a century
and still continues. Though it was started in the colonial period focusing on
generating awareness about their degradation of socio-political status to
adequate a share in the politics of Assam, in the post colonial period, it became
viable in the revivalist trend and the newly developed Ahom socio-cultural
organizations became successful to some extent in generating a considerable
sense of identity among the community. In this matter the Ahom priestly class
played the most important role in reviving language, reinterpreting their
culture, religion and spreading it throughout the Assamese society and creating
a distinct identity within the Assamese identity. They also became able to

make a relation with the people of their original homeland by their language

which became helpful for it. Thus in the post independence period, the revival
of the language and culture worked as the measure of the distinct Ahom
identity which evolved as the base for the Ahoms for demanding from the
Government any constitutional right or status, like the Scheduled Tribe status
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as a distinct community in present context. However, the whole process of
cultural revivalism and development of different religious and cultural
traditions and some icons as the symbol of the separate ethnic identity of the
Ahom can also be understood from the perspective of Hobsbawm'’s idea of
the ‘invention of tradition’.
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Ethnomedicinal Plants used by Traditional
‘Healers in Lakhimpur District, Assam

Dr. Rajib Kagyung1 and Raktima Medhi?
1Depa rtment of Botany, ADP College, Nagaon, Assam
2Department of Herbal Science and Technology,
ADP College, Nagaon

The present study was aimed to document the Ethnomedicinal plants
which were used to cure different diseases by the traditional healers in
Lakhimpur district, Assam. This documentary was created to address the
methods of preparing traditional medicines. The study was carried out during
month of January to May in 2018. The survey was conducted total 6 villages of
Lakhimpur district. Lakhimpur district is situated on the North East corner of

Assam and at the North Bank of the river Brahmaputra. The district lies
between 26° 48 and 27°53 Northern latitude and 9342 and 94°20 East
longitude (approx.). The climate of Lakhimpur district is hot, warm, humid

and tropical. The average temperature is 25° C and average rainfall is 1200 mm
annually. The study was mainly focused on the knowledge of traditional
healers of Lakhimpur district regarding medicinal plants and their traditional
beliefs. Interviews were made with traditional healers and the villages are
selected on the basis of dependence on traditional healers than health
institute by the villagers and where majority of tribal people live
traditionally and they play an important role in conserving traditional
knowledge. The questions were asked on the basis of situations, pre-
prepared questionnaire, place etc. randomly. Medicines for 30 diseases were
recorded and a total of 55 different plants species belonging to 50 genera and
39 different families were used to treat those diseases traditionally. Different

‘parts of the plant are used such as leaf, shoot, root, fruit, bark, seed, rhizome

etc. to treat diseases. A single plant or combinations of different plants are
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used to prepare medicines. Medicines were prepared in various forms such
as decoction, infusion, juice, mixture, pill etc.
Key words: Ethnomedicinal plants, traditional medicine, decoction, infusion

Introduction

Nature do not only provide fundamental needs but also life saving
medicines. There are so many plants in nature which have medicinal property,
are considered as medicinal plants. The Indigendus people have been
depending on medicinal plants since ancient time for their primary health
care needs also called traditional medicine. Now a day the popularity of
medicinal plants increases due to their effectiveness and less side effect. At
present many diseases don’t have cure solution, many of them don’t have
a permanent cure solution, treatment for many critical diseases are very
expensive. Though chemicals are provided to the human body to relief from
a disease there is lack of self resistance or can’t make immunity strong
(but luckily some medicine/ treatment can stimulate immunity). To
overcome these problems documentation and scientific validation of
traditional claims on medicinal plants are necessary which may give valuable
information to new drug development. The main objective of these study
is to find out some medicinal plants which are used to treat some diseases
of alimentary system and reproductive system in Lakhimpur district, Assam.
The study mainly focused on the knowledge of traditional healers of
Lakhimpur district regarding medicinal plants and their traditional belief.

Study area and people
Lakhimpur district is situated on the North East corner of Assam and
at the North Bank of the river Brahmaputra. It is a districtof Upper Assam.

The district lies between 26°48' and 27° 53" Northern latitude and 93°42" and
94°20'. East longitude (approx.). It is bounded on the north by Siang and

Papumpare district of Arunachal Pradesh and on the east by Dhemaiji district

and Subansiri river. The river Brahmaputra along with the Majuli district

stands on the southern side and Gahpur sub’ division of Biswa nath district is
on the west. The district covers an area of 2277 sq. Km out of which 2257 sq.

km is rural and 20 sq. km is urban. The population as per census of India, 2011

is 1042137 of which 529674 are male and 512463 are female and population
density is 458 inhabitants per square km. The climate of Lakhimpur district
is hot, warm, humid and tropical. The average temperature is 25° C and
average rainfall is 1200 mm annually. 60% of annual rainfall is received
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during the months of June to September. The period of winter is from
December to February, pre monsoon or summer from March to May,
monsoon or rainy from June- September and post monsoon or autumn from
October-November. The district has rich monsoon with highest rainfall in
the month of June-July. The present study includes some villages of

Lakhimpur district these are Borkhamti village of Narayanpur town, .

dominated by tai “Khamti” people.

Ajaraguri, Kwonar gaon, Khelmati of North Lakhimpur and 1 no.
Boginadi of Boginadi town of which villagers depend on medicinal plants
and easily found these medicinal plants. The district is multi-cultural and
multiethnic in nature. Mostly Assamese speaking people are found in the
district. Assamese ethnic groups like Ahom, Koch, Keot, Mising, Deori, Tiwa,
Bodo, Khamti, Sonowal-Kachari dominates the district. Tea tribe community
also called Adivasi forms nearly one-tenth of the - district’s population and
mainly resides in the western and northern part of the district along with the
foothills. Other communities include Bengali, Nepali etc.

Methodology _ :

The study was carried out during month of January to May in 2018.
The survey was conducted total 6 villages of Lakhimpur district. Regular
field trips to villages were conducted during this period. Interviews are
made with traditional healers and villagers about their belief on medicinal
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plants to cure diseases. The villages are selected on the basis of too much

dependence on traditional healers than health institute by the villagers and
where majority of tribal people live as tribal people play an important role in
conserving traditional knowledge. The questions were asked on the basis of
situations, pre-prepared questionnaire, place etc. randomly. They were
requested to answer the questions with proper description, to show the
plants they use, to show the prepared medicine. Plants were identified with
the help of healers and collected for the preparation of herbarium. Photos
of plants have been taken in its natural habitat for proper identification of
plants.

Results

; Medicines for 30 diseases were recorded and atotal of 55 different
plants species belonging to 50 genera and 39 different families were used to
treat those diseases traditionally. Different parts of the plant are used i.e.,
leaf, shoot, root, fruit, bark, seed, rhizome, flower etc. to treat diseases. A
single plant or combination of different plants are used to prepare medicines.
Honey, sugar, water, cow’s milk and palm candy are used as a carrier.
Medicines are prepared in various forms such as decoction, infusion, juice,
mixture, pill etc. While taking some medicines some healers don't allow to
take meat, fish, spicy food, alcohol during the treatment going on.

Tablel: Ethnomedicinal plants with their families, habit, diseases treated and
parts used . ! '

S.N. Botanicalname Family Vernacularname Habit Disease Partsused
SL. | Botanical name Family Vernacular  Habit | Disease Parts
NG |+ ] name ; used
1 Acorus calamus L. | Acoraceae Boch H Epilepsy Rhizome
3 " degle marmelos (L.) Rutaceae Bel T Gastric Fruit
Corréa : 3

3 Alium sativum L. Liliaceas Naharu H cough, Bulb

dysentery
4 Amaranthus spinosus L. A maranthaceae Hati Khutura - H Anaemia Leaf
5 Ananas comosus(L.) Merr. | Bromeliacace Anaras H Pmworm Leaf
B asellacaee Rongapuroi C Insomnia Leafand

Basella rubra L. steam

? Begoniaceae Hati tengasi H Unitary tract Petiole
Begonia grandis Dryand. REsT infection

8 Caesalpinia bonduc (L.) Caesalpiniaceae | Lata guti S Cough, Piles Seed
Roxb. ; : ;

9 Calotropis Apocynaceae Akon S ' Bronchial Seed
procera (Aiton) Dryand asthma
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10 | Capsicum frutescens L. Solanaceae Konjolokia S Dysentery Fruit
11 | Cassia fistula L. Caesalpiniaceae | Sonaru ST Bronchial Seed
: Asthma
12 Cinnamomum Lauraceae Dalchini ST Bronchial Bark
verum J.Presl Asthma
13 | Clerodendrum indicum ( Verbenaceae Akal bir S Atrophy of the | Root
L. yKuntze testicles Skin
14 | Clerodendrum viscosum Verbenaceae Dhopat tita S Hypertension | Root
Vent. Skin
15 | Commelina benghalensis Commelinaceae | Kona ximolu H Stye Stem
L.
16 | Curcuma caesia Roxb. Zingiberaceae Kola halodhi  H Fracture Rhizome
Curcuma longa L. Zingiberaceac | Halodhi H Gastritis, Rhizome
17 Cough
18 | Gymodon Poaccae Dubari bon | H Menorrhagia, | Shoot
dactylon( L.) Pers. . Dental Caries
' Vomit
19 | Cyperusrotundus L. Cyperaceae Keya bon H Pneumonia Seed
20 | Eclipta Alba(L.) Hassk. Asteraceae 'Kenhraj H Fracture Shoot
21 | Elgeocarpus Elacocarpaceas | Borungoch | T Alopecia Bark
varuna Buch.-Ham. ex
Mast :
22 | Elettaria cardamomum Zingiberaceas Elaichi H Bronchial Fruit
(L.) Maton asthma
23 | Euphorbia antiquorum L. Euphorbiaceae Siju ST Dysentery Leaf
24 | Ficus hirta Vahl Moraceae Dimaru T Vertigo Seed
25 | Gossypium accuminata Malvaceae Kopah S Bronchial Seed
Roxb. asthma
26 | Hedychium coronarium Zingiberaceae Mesilung | 1 1 | Diabetes “Rhizome
J Koeing
27 | Hoya acuminata Benth. Apocynaceag Gakhiroti € Jaundice Leaf
ex Hook. - #° lota
28 |-Jatropha curcas L. Euphorbiaceas Bongaliera | ST Tooth ache Stem
29 | Leucas plukenetii Roth. Lamiaceae Doron bon H Pneumonia Mainroot
Spreng. : Piles Leaf
: Amenorrhea Leaf
30 | Mallotus tetracoccus Euphorbiaceas | Moroliagos | T Pneumonia Leaf
{Roxb.) Kurz : e
31 *| Mimosa pudica L. Mimaosacede Nilaji-bon H Diabetes Root
32 | Mussaenda roxburghii Rubiaceae Shukhloti ) Anaemia Leaf
Hook £ i
33 | Myristica fragrans Houtt. Myristicaceas Jaiphal T Bronchial Seed
34 | Oroxylum indicum Bignoniaceae Bhat ghila T Esophagus Bark
(L) Kurz cancer
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15 Oryza glutinosal.our. Poaceae H Agalactorrhea | Fruit
36 | Phiogacanthus curviflorus | Acanthaceac S | Entercbiasis . | Leaf
(Wall.)Nees A :
37 | Piper betle L. Piperaceae Pan * C. | Apalactorrhea | Ieaf y
38 | Piper longum L. Piperaceac Pipoli C | Bronchia Sced
39 | Pier nigrum L. Piperaceae Jaluk C_,'; Pneumeonia, Fruit
: Cough, = :
; : . | Amenorrhea ;
40 | Pouzolzia zeylanica( Urticaceae Borali-bokua - H Fracture Shoot “
L.)Benn. J : i
41 | Punica granatum L. Punicaceac Dalim ST [Taeniasis | Bark
. 42 | Sansevienia trifasciata Asparagaceae Haru aH Lower back Leaf
Prain. matigumuni = pain :
43 | Sapindus mukorssi Gaertn. | Sapindaccae Monichal T | Piles | Seed-
3 | keme]
44 | Selaginella kraussiana Selaginellaccae | Korisuruka. | H | Bezerma Whole
plant
45 | Scoparia duicis L. Plantaginaceac | Seni bon H Diabetes Root
46 | Sida cordifolia L. Malvaceae ~ | Sonborial H Agalactorthea | Root
47 | Spilanthes paniculata Asteraceae Malkathi H Dysentery Leaf
Wall. ex DC. i
48 | Stellaria media (L) Vill Caryophyllaceae | Morolia bon | H Sinusitis Leaf
49 | Sweygium Myrtaceae® | Long ST Bronchia Flower
aromaticum{ L)Merr. & | ~ | asthma bud
LMPenry : ; ; :
50 | Syzygium cumini (L) Myrtaceae Kolajamu - |T Diabetes Bark
Skeels.
51 | Terminalia chebula Retz. Combritaceae Silikha T Piles Fruit
52 | Trigonella foenum - Fabaceae Methi guti H Piles Seed
graecum 1. ;
53 | Zingiber cassumunar Zingiberaceae Moran adarv H Dysentery Rhizome
" | Roxb. ; ; : :

NB: H, S, C, ST indicate herb, shrub, climber, small tree respectively.

Method of preparation of medicines for (1) Cardiovascular disease—
Hypertension (2) Respiratory disease—Cough, Bronchial asthma,
Pneumonia, Sinusitis (3) Urinary disease —Urinary tract infection (4)
Alimentary disease —Gastritis, Dysentery, Jaundice, Piles (5) Disease of
nervous system —insomnia, Epilepsy (6) Skin disease — Eczema (7)
Metabolic disease —Diabetes (8) Generative disease — Menorrhagia,
Amenorrhea, Agalactorrhea, Atrophy of the testicles (9) Tropical disease —
Enterobiasis, Taeniasis (10) Miscellaneous disease — Esophagus cancer,
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Dental caries, Vertigo, Stye, Alopecia, Vomit (11) Pain(Analgesic)* — Low back
pain, Body pain Anaemia are described below in order-
Hypertension ;

* Made an infusion (10 gm of water) of root skin of Dhopat tita
(Clerodendrum viscosum Vent.) and taken orally in empty stomach in
alternate day.

Cough

* One half of a seed of Leta guti (Caesalpinia bonduc (L.) Roxb.) 3 cloves
of Naharu (Allium sativum L.) rhizome of Halodhi (Curcuma
longa L.} and 7 fruits of Jaluk (Piper nigrum L.) are boi!ed in water with
black salt and taken orally.

Bronchial asthma

* Pills are made (of diameter, about 1cm.) combining seeds of Akon
(Calotropis procera (Aiton) Dryand), Sonaru (Cassia fistula L.) and f_(opah
{Gossypium - accuminata Roxb.) with a grinding slab then sun dried it and
taken one pill twice daily.

* Seeds of Jaiphal (Myristica fragrans Houtt.), seeds of Pipoli (Piper
longum L.), fruits of Elaichi (Elettaria cardamomum (L.) Maton), dried stem
bark(inner) of Dalchini (Cinnamomum verum ). Presl), Un-open flower buds
of Long (Syzygium aromaticum ( L.) Merr. & L.M.Perry) plants are boiled in
water and taken half cup(by filtrate) orally.

Pneumonia

* A decoction of grinded stem bark of Morolia gos (Mallotus
tetracoccus (Roxb.) Kurz) (with water) is made together with 5 gm of Jaluk
(Piper nigrum L.) and taken orally. * Pills are made combining seeds (9 to 13)
of Keya bon (Cyperus rotundus L.) and main root (3no.s) ofDoron bon (Leucas
plukenetii Roth. Spreng.)
and taken one pill twice daily. -

Sinusitis

two drops twice daily into the nose.
Urinary tract infection My ;

* Juice of stalk of Hati tengasi (Begonia grandis Dryand.) is taken orally
in empty stomach. -
Gastritis : S :

* Juice of rhizome of Halodhi (Cucuma longa Linn.) and leaf of Kola-
tulsi (Ocimum sanctum Linn.) combining in equal amount and taken orally two
times daily in empty stomach.

e
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* Fruit of Bael (Aegle marmelos (L.) Corréa) is pierced (its hard rind) then
burnt and kept it for one night then pulp is mixed with cow’s milk and taken
orally two times for one week in empty stomach. .
Dysentery

* Pills {equal to size of a chickpea) are made with combining 7 fruits of
Konjolokia (Capsicum frutescens Linn.), 7 piece of rhizome of Moran ada
(Zingiber cassumunar Roxb.), 9 leaves of Siju (Euphorbia antiquorum Linn.),
9 cloves of Naharu (Allium sativum Linn.) and a little amount of black salt then
sun dried and taken one pill with one teaspoon of honey once daily orally.
* Leaves of Malkathi (Spilanthes paniculata
Wall. Ex DC.) is cooked and taken orally.
Jaundice ] :

* Juice of 7 to 9 leaves of Gakhiroti lota (Hoya acuminata (Wight)
Benth. ex Hook. f.) is mixed with 100 ml of water and 50ml of milk is added
to it and taken for 3 days orally. ;
Piles

Pills (similar size of a chickpea) are made combining seed kernel of
2 seeds of Monichal (Sapindus mukorssi Gaertn.), 3 seeds of Leta guti
(Caesalpinia bonduc (L.)Roxb.), 3 fruits of Silikha (Terminalia chebula Retz.), 9
_leaves of Doron bon (Leucas plukenetii (Roth) Spreng.) and 2 teaspoon of
methi guti then pills are sundried and taken alternately gapping of 3 days
in morning with empty stomach. i
Insomnia

* Juice of leaf and stem of Ronga puroi (Basella rubra L.) is taken

orally two times daily.
Epilepsy

mixed with one teaspoon of honey and taken two times daily for 15 to
20 days orally. ' :
Eczema

A paste is made with shoots of Korisuruka (Selaginella kraussiana)

and Dubari bon {Cynodon dactyion (L.) Pers.) are mixed together and applied .

on the affected area.
Diabetes mellitus

*10 ml juice of Bark of Kola Jammu (Syzygium aromaticum)and
10 ml juice of leaf of Tita Phul (Phlogacanthus  curviflorus (Wall.) Nees) are

mixed with half teaspoon of sugar is taken orally once daily in empty stomach
for 7 days. e A o

* Half teaspoon of Powder of rhizome of Boch (Acorus cdiamus Lo} e
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* Roots of Seni bon (Scoparia dulcis L.), Nilaji bon (Mimosa pudica L.) and
Mesilung {(Hedychium coronarium J.Koeing) are boiled with little amount of
black salt and taken orally in empty stomach.
Menorrhagia* : i

About 25 gm of white rice (Loc. Arhoi chaul) is grinded together with
100 nos. of leaves of Dubari bon (Cynodon dactylon'(L.) Pers.), adding 40gm of
water is taken orally.* Leaf tip of Tikani barual (Smilax perfoliata Lour.) is
infused with 15 nos. of fruits of Jaluk (Piper nigrum Linn.) and infusion is
heated (together with water) and taken orally in empty stomach.
Amenorrhea =D ;

* Leaves of Doron bon (Leucas plukenetii (Roth) Spreng.) and Goroi
fish (Sana punctata) is cooked together with addition of 7 fruits of Jaluk (Piper
nigrum‘Linn.) and salt (in water) and is eaten.

Agalactorrhea
- * Boil root of Sonborial (Sida cordifolia Linn.), leaf of Pan (Piper
betle Linn.), Bora dhan (Oryza glutinosa Lour.) and Jaluk (Piper nigrum Linn.)
and taken orally.
Atrophy of the testicle
* Juice of root skin of Akal bir (Clerodendrum indicum(L.) Kuntze) is

- taken orally for three to five days. :

Enterobiasis (Pinworm infection) :

* Paste of smooth portion of leaf of Anaras (Ananas comosus (L.)
Merr.) is infused in water for 2 minutes then filtrate the mixture and half
teaspoon sugar is added to it and taken in empty stomach.

* Leaves of Tita phul (Phlogacanthus curviflorus (Wall.) Nees) is
cooked and eaten. i -

Taeniasis (Tapeworm disease)

* Paste of bark of Dalim (Punica granatum L.) is infused in water for 2
minutes then filtrate the mixture and half teaspoon sugar is added to it and
taken in empty stomach. : '
Low back pain ;

~* Leaf of Haru matigumuni (Sansevierig trifasciata Prain.) is injured
by humer and make it smoother then this leaf is bind around the lower back
portion. : 4
Esophagus cancer & : :
_* Made a decoction (with 2 lit of water) of 1 kg of bark of Bhat ghila
(Oroxylum indicum (L.) Kurz) and reduced to half liter (1 lit) water and taken 1
cup three times orally in empty stomach.
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Déntal Caries
* Shoots of Dubari bon (Cynodon dactylon (L.) Pers.) is boiled and breath
out( open mouth) towards it's steam.
Vertigo :

* Unmatured seeds of Dimaru (Ficus hirta Vahl) (six nos.) are
grinded and mixed with 25 ml of cow’s milk is taken orally. '

Stye

* Sap of Kona ximolu (Commelina benghalensis L.) is applied in affected
area.
Alopecia

* Ppaste of bark of Borun gos (Elaeocarpus varuna Buch.-Ham. ex
Mast) is applied on the head.

Vomit

* Juice of Dubari bon (Cynodon dactylon( L.) Pers.) is taken orally.
Anaemia _

* |eaves of Hati khutura (Amaranthus spinosus L.) is cooked and
taken.

: * Leaves of Shukhloti (Mussaenda roxburghii Hook.f.) is cooked and
taken.
Fracture :

* A paste is made combining nine leaves and three tender leaves of
this unknown plant, ten to twelve shoot of Kenharaj (Eclipta alba (L.) Hassk.},
fifteen shoot of Borali-bokua (Pouzolzia zeylanica (L.) Benn.) and one piece of
Kola halodhi (Curcuma caesia Roxb.) (ofabout one inc. long). Stem of this
unknown plant is warped and tied in the affected area and mentioned paste
is applied above the tied steam and bandaged it and kept it for 24 hours then
it is removed and cleaned the area with warm water.

Discussion :

During the survey it was observed that there are so ma ny tradtt:onal
healers in Lakhimpur district. All the healers do not prepare medicine in same
-way but a similarity among them is that they do not depend too much on
modern medicine or health institute. Healers give medicine disease based or
only symptoms based. For example, same medicines are given in stomach
bloating whatever the disease may be. According to some healer having
bitter taste foods can increase gastric problem but having Phlogacanthus
curviflorus {Leaf) can cure gastric though this plant species is much bitter in
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taste. According = them 'both medicines/treatment and spirituality
together can only give complete relief from a disease. According to some
healer if a medicine is smelled before using them then value of the medicine
decreases. They maintain some special method in the time of collecting a
plant for preparation of medicine such as a plant is collected which is in south
direction and plant need to be cut below the umbilical portion of patient
when patient stands in front of the plant.

The traditional knowledge is transmitted to the healer generation
wise either by written document or orally. Some healers are trained from
other much experienced healers. Some healers don’t know the name of
some plants but know their medicinal value very well. They cultivate
plants in their own land or collected from the other places which are
necessary for preparation of medicines. According to the healers many
people from different places come to them in a day for treatment, they
almost busy all the day of week in treating people from diseases with
traditional medicine.

Conclusion

Due to lack of knowledge on uses of traditional medicine, people
destroy much valuable medicinal plants. Even traditional healers also do not
emphasise on conserving medicinal plants as people show least interest on
traditional medicine to them. Many traditional knowledge is limited to
traditional healers or their family member only and they conserve only that
amount of medicinal plants which are needed for their family.

So, there is a need to raise awareness among the people and insist
them for the cultivation of medicinal plants. This will help to conserve the
biodiversity and existing germplasm for the future use and researches. It is
seen that many medicinal plants are using to.prepare modern or alternative
drugs and ethnomedicinal study plays an important role to it. By conserving
traditional knowledge more new better life saving drugs can be invented.
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Nationalism and Beyond: The Dalai Lama
and Indo—Chinese Relation in Om Mane
Padme Hum and The Captives

Dr. Sunil Dutta
Associate Professor & Head , Deptt. of English
Sonari College, Sonari

The central objective of this paper is to study Asif Currimbhoy’s two

plays titled Om Mane Padme Hum! and The Captives set in the context of the
historical events like the Chinese invasion and occupation of Tibet, the
consequent flight of the Dalai Lama into India leaving a strong impact on the
subsequent Indo-Chinese relation and the Indo-Chinese conflict. The paper
also explores the spirit of Tibetan nationalism, Chinese expansionism and
Indian response to it and throws some significant light on the concepts of
nation and nationalism in the context of Lamaism, Communism and Chinese
Cultural Revolution.

Asif Currimbhoy’s Om Mane Padme Humir (1972) is a play about Tibet
in two acts with two scenes each. The play features an introduction by Faubion
Bowers. Based on the Chinese invasion and occupation of Tibet, the play is
primarily concerned with the presentation of the Dalai Lama as its central
theme. The playwright portrays his childhood, adolescence, adulthood and
his flight into India after Chinese occupation of Tibet. Along with the central
theme, the play focuses on Tibetan nationalism, Lamaism and Communism,

the Great Cultural Revolution and Indo-Tibetan and Indo- Chinese relation. -

The play was written 13 years after the flight of the Dalai Lama. Currimbhoy
has made these historical events into a successful play. In this context P Bayapa
Reddy’s observation is worth-quoting:
Apart from giving a succinct account of the Chinese invasion and
occupation of Tibet, the play dramatises the conflict in the mind of the
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Dalai Lama.Currimbhoy has brilliantly succeeded in weaving a recent
political event into a powerful play (Plays 98).
. Thusthe play deals with both political and religious themes and focuses
on the Tibetan religious nationalism and the Chinese colonial nationalism. K
R S Srinivasa lyengar remarks:
The chief merit of the play is that a recent historical event is viewed in
a much wider context, involving something more than the Lama’s or
Tibet’s fortunes. Fancy and rich imagination are piled upon mere
history, and the result is dramatically viable enough. The introduction
of the “double” is a bold stroke, but as regards the scene of the
dismemberment of the corpse, while there is no question about its
innovative audacity, | feel rather doubtful or squeamish about its
propriety. One has also-the feeling that there is too much reliance on
sheer visual effects. Aeons of Tibetan history are run into a series of
- tableaus which often both stagger and bewilder (Dramatic 13).

in his “Introduction” to the play Faubion Bowers writes:

In Om Mane Padme Hum/, this most sacred of the Buddhist mantras
and one which quintessentialises spiritual understanding for the
faithful, Currimbhoy has let his mind run riot over the stage. Taking
the troubling events of the Chinese suzerainty (or is it ‘sovereignty’?)
over Tibet in the . 1950’s, Currimbhoy gives us not only expert
documentation of the political reasons and the personalities
involved, but interprets them as lf making us participants in and privy

to the conflict (5-6).

The play opens in a Buddhist religious atmosphere. Boy Rimpoche is
in deep meditation in the prayer room of the monastery in the Potala at
Lhasa. Sounds of cymbals, horns, drums, conch-shells, etc are heard. Sights of
chortens, prayer wheels and flags, statues of Buddha, pictures of Dalai Lama,
gods and demons reincarnate, etc capture the eyes. The smells of incense,
mustiness, droppings of birds, etc fill the room. All such sounds, sights and
smells give the impression of an isolated monastery in Tibet. Boy Rimpoche
is surrounded by monks in red and yellow robes swaying in d:m light. All of
them are seen saying the Buddhist prayer:

“OM! Ma-ne Pad-me Hum!” Then soft but clear like an echo

“Hail to the Jewel in the Lotus!” In the same metaphysmaf vein:

“Hail to the Buddha in the hearts” :

“Hail to Man’s Overself” { Om Mane Padme Hurnmr 13).
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Commenting on the opening scene of the play Ruth L. Meserve &
Walter J. Meserve write:

The first scene of Om Mane Padme Hum! reveals the prayer room of

the monastery in the Potala at Lhasa where the audience in the theatre

is invited to experience the sights, sounds, and odours of the spiritual
scene in which the basic concept of the play is dramatized through

the chanting of the monks. (Meserves 35)

Asif Currimbhoy presents some significant historical facts about Tibet
and the potent force of Tibetan nationalism by portraying the Dalai Lama, his
ministers, the Buddhist monks and Khamba tribesmen. The Tibetans may be
described as a religious nation and the Dalai Lama is their undisputed leader.
They regard him as their God-King and Living Buddha. They believe in the
immortality and reincarnation of the spirit and consider it the essence of
reality. The monastery in Lhasa, the centre of Tibetan Buddhism, was once
the home of the Dalai Lama. When the life of the Dalai Lama is threatened
with danger, the Tibetans stand united to fight against the Chinese military
for their identity. They want to create a new Tibet and consider themselves
as liberators from the colonial oppression of the Chinese rulers. The Chinese
have failed to divide the Tibetans for their strong faith in and strict adherence
to Lamaism. The Dalai Lama’s minister Lukhangwa is concerned with the
political realities of Tibet and says that Tibet has been invaded by the
barbarous Mauchus and then by the corrupt Komintang. Now it is occupied by
the Chinese communists. The former Dalai Lama also faced adverse situation
and fled. However, he returned afterwards. He says:

“For once | agree with the Monk Prime Minister. Tibet was invaded

before: by the barbarous Mauchus, the corrupt Komintang, and now

the godless Communists. The Dalai Lama fled before . . . always to

return” (15).

Currimbhoy explores the issue of the fhght of the Dalal Lama by giving

dramatic representation to it. It is 17 March, 1959. The 14th Dalai Lama is 24
years old. The three abbots of the Great Monasteries of Drepung, Sera and
Ganden try to persuade the Dalai Lama to run away from Tibet under the
threat of as revolt against the Chinese occupation of Tibet. They prostrate
themselves before the Dalai Lama and say “Your Holiness must leave” (13).
But the Dalai Lama does not want to leave Tibet. He is a courageous person. He
does not fear for being killed by the Chinese military. He is rather prepared to
leave this body than to escape. The three abbots argue that his people will
die trying to save him if he does not go away. They also say that in an urgent
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meeting of the Kashag and the Tsongdu, the devotees of the Dalai Lama urge
him to leave Tibet soon and they endorse it. They further say that thirty
thousand people including the Khamba warriors, monks and peasants are
gathering outside the Norbulingka summer palace to resist the abduction of
the Dalai Lama. They are revolting against the Chinese occupation as they are
concerned for his safety. If the Dalai Lama continues to stay there,
indiscriminate slaughter of innocent people will break out.

-The Dalai Lama’s two ministers, Lukhangwa and Losang Tashi are like
his two hands—one religious and the other temporal. They also feel that the
life of the Dalai Lama is in danger as the Chinese military armed with superior
weapons outnumber his loyalists. So they also request him to flee from Tibet
saying, “Lamaism survives with you. You must flee, Your Holiness”(15). The
Dalai Lama has considered the reality of the situation earnestly and nods his
consent for the sake of the people of Tibet.

Finally, necessary preparations for the flight of the Dalai Lama are
made. The leader of his bodyguards informs the Dalai Lama that he has to
depart under cover. He has to overcome 17,000-foot Che Pass and there his
body guards will be replaced by a huge Khamba tribesman. Then he has to
pass three hundred miles through mountains, rivers, valleys, and snow-covered
passes. He will have to continue his journey for fifteen days through narrow
crevices and precipices as scouted by the Khamba rebels. They are to escape
in disguise and form a caravan on the top of the snow-covered mountains.
After prayer, the Dalai Lama is ready to leave his motherland with his telescope
as his everlasting companion to watch life around.

Currimbhoy describes the Dalai Lama’s escape from Lhasa as “long,
dangerous and full of breathtaking beauty amidst this flight on the roof of the
waorld” (22). Preparation for the flight is on. Family members, ministers, and
well-wishers are collecting wealth and treasures as much as they can and
pilling them on yaks and mules. The Dalai Lama dngUISES himself as a soldier.
Currimbhoy writes in the play:

“The Dalai Lama impersonates a common soldler takes a gun

unfamiliarly, removes his glasses, wears the fur cap which looks

something like a balaclava that both conceals and protects him against
the gathering sandstorm . . ” (22) ;

He slips beyond the Palace guards along with three or four bodyguards.
The Dalai Lama and his followers escape at night beside the Chinese camps.
They cross two rivers with the grueling 17,000 feet Che Pass and getinto Khamba
territory which is friendly and safe to them. Then they start their trek to India
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through valleys and mountains. Finally, they all meet atop a mountain with
twinkling lights plodding through the night and reach the humble monastery.
The Dalai Lama sits alone near the monastery and takes relaxation by looking
at the mountain tops through his telescope/ telescopic glass.

In their journey through the lofty heights of the Himalayas, the Dalai
Lama and Lukhangwa discuss their past experiences. Lukhangwa recalls their
flight to Yatung eight years back when the Chinese invaded Tibet. He also
rémembers the Chinese occupation of Chamdo in 1951 and their first meeting
with the Chinese General Chang Chin-wu. The Chinese first invaded Chamdo
and made the ‘Dalai Lama sign the agreement under duress in Peking. Now
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they want to bring in their Peoples’ Liberation Army. The Dalai Lama was then.

16 years old. _

Currimbhoy presents the Dalai Lama’s first meeting with the Chang
Chin-wu at Yatung in 1951 through a flashback. Losang Tashi, the religious
Prime Minister to the young 16-year old Dalai Lama and Lukhangwa, the
political Prime Minister were present in the meeting. The General Chang Chin-
wu attended the meeting with his two aides, General Tan Kuan San and the
interpreter San Ling. After formal introduction of the two parties, they talked

about Tibet and its position. Tan Kuan San called Tibet the Chinese motherland

and province of China while Lukhangwa called it “autonomous region” as per
the agreement. Tan Kuan San said that the Tibetan government should assist
the Peoples’ Liberation Army and consolidate the national defence.

Currimbhoy focuses on the early childhood of the Dalaj Lama through
the portrayal of the character of his mother. The 57-year old mother appears
and meets his 24-year old son. She sees him with mixed feelings because she
has motherly love for him and has to maintain distance and respect for him as
the leader of Tibetan Buddhism. Her son was taken away from her breast
when he was two years old. He was taken as ordained by the oracles and
destined by the omens. He could pick up the rosary of the former Dalai Lama
from other articles strewn around. Now he is in the heavy robes of the Dalai
Lama. The Mother is expected to renounce him as he is deified. The Dalai Lama
also wants her to renounce him as he was reborn. He has committed to the life
of a celibate Buddhist lama and as such he does not need motherly comforts,
But she cannot renounce him and returns as mother because he is threatened
with danger. She feels that being the mother of a God-King is not easy.

In his “Introduction” to the play Om Mane Padme Hum! Faubion
Bowers comments: !

- We meet the Dalai Lama as child and as man. We feel his difficulties
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as a spiritual leader of a religious nation within himself, with his
mother and in consultation with his temporal and spiritual ministers.
More fascinating, perhaps because it is less familiar to the outsider, is
Currimbhoy’s handling of the Chinese generals and their conflictual
feelings about Tibet and toward the religion of Communism which
will in timeless time supplant the religion of Lamaism (6).
Currimbhoy explores the discovery of the Dalai Lama through a
flashback scene in time. After the death of the 13 Dalai Lama, the State
Oracle confirmed that his reincarnate is in the East because the head of the
dead Dalai Lama changed its position to face the East. A great star-shaped
fungus also appeared on the Eastern side of the shrine. Then the search for his
reincarnate was on. Currimbhoy writes: _
In the Wood Hog year (1935) the Regent went to the sacred lake of
Lhamoi Latso to see visions of the future. After several days of
meditation and prayer, he saw the three letters, Ah, Ka and Ma,
followed by a picture of a monastery with roofs of jade green and
gold and a house with turquoise tiles . . . (26)
Accordingly, high Lamas and dignitaries searched in all parts of Tibet

“and ultimately found “a house with turquoise near the green and golden roofs

of the monastery of Mumbum in Eastern Tibet” (26). The Lama came in disguise
and was wearing a rosary of the 13* Dalai Lama around his neck. The present
Dalai Lama was then a mere two-year old child. He recognized the rosary and
asked for it. He was put to day-long observation. and various tests all of which
seemed familiar to him. They also found moles and signs of the late Dalai
Lama on his body. Then it was confirmed that " he was the reborn Dalai Lama.
Currimbhoy presents the Dalai Lama’s autobiography which records some
significant facts about his educational life. He records that he has offered
prayers before his final examination for the degree of Master of Metaphysics
in Drepung monastery. Their examinations were held in the form of
congregational debates in which the student faces learned scholars. The Abbot
of Mey college of Sera monastery asked him questions. Later, he stood before
the Abbots of Shar and Jang colleges of Ganden monastery to initiate a dialectic
discussion. He is expected to advance himself into religious and philosophical
learning. A boy has to face elderly high Lamas in discussions on abstruse
subjects as dialectics and metaphysics. The Dalai Lama faced the Abbot and
presented the dissertation on transitory illusion. But he was terribly nervous
The dramatist depicts the Chinese military camp established on the outskirts
of Lhasa. General Chahg Chin-wu, the Chief Political Representative and two
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Generals Tan Kuan San and Chin Hao~;an are found discussing the issues like
the Chinese confrontation with Tibet, Cultural Revolution, the Seventeen-
Point Sino-Tibet agreement of 1951 with promises to respect their cultural
freedom, and the Preparatory Committee for the Autonomous Region of
Tibet (PCART} of 1953 promising respect to their autonomy. After this
dlscussmn Tan Kuan San reports, as desired by the Chinese General, that the
situation is getting more and more tense as thousands of armed monks,
Khamba tribesmen, the Dalai Lama’s personal bodyguards, and the remaining
part of their army are moving around the Norbulingka Palace to protect the
Dalai Lama against abduction. Tan Kaun San says that the Chinese army is
poised to launch the attack and requests the General to give the signal. The
General tells him that they are not to do anything that might harm the Dalai
Lama.

During his discussion with Lukhangwa, the Dalai Lama’s minister Losang
Tashi says that the Chinese atheism was not successful during the past eight
years of expansionism in Tibet. Lukhangwa, another minister, says about the
success of their so-called ‘democratic reforms’. Schools, roads and hospitals
have increased and thought reform centres are operating. The Dalai Lama
says that the Chinese communists have occupied Tibet for eight years claiming
it as part of China. He also refers to Tibet’s relation with India and the United
Nations. They turned down Tibet’s request for help in the name of suzerainty
and sovereignty. : X

Currimbhoy recaptures the Chinese invasion of Lhasa in dramatic
terms. Drums and portraits of Mao Zedong and Chou En-lai are being paraded
through the streets of Lhasa. Thousands of disciplined Chinese soldiers énter
upon the small and peaceful capital city. The soldiers pitch up tents outside
the city. General Chang Chin- wu gives orders to different military
commanders. He orders them to ensure sufficient food provisions. Every man
must get his share of drinks. There should be no trouble for women. Security
is the primary objective. The troops must try to absorb the small Tibetan army
within their ranks. The national army and people must know that the Chinese
come to stay in Tibet. The General says:

“The overt conquest is easy; the inner conﬂ:ct starts. .. | suspect .

the land of the Lamas will not be an easy take- over. lt may take us

years and years . . . before total absorption into the motherland .
JJ' (33)

The General further says about their objectives:
“We’re not here merely to liberate or occupy but to stay, stay and
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fortify. Stay and integrate. From this roof of the world, all of South

Asia is ours either to defend or expand, as we choose”. (37)

He says that journey from China to Tibet takes them six weeks. He
clearly proclaims: “We’ll take Tibetan labour and colonize this sparse land
with Hans from the North” (38).

- Currimbhoy presents the Chinese Cultural Revolution formally called
”Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution” in the play. It started for a complete
revolution in Chinese political, social and cultural spheres under the leadership
of Mao Zedong. The activists of the revolution were the Red Guards who
worked for abolition of old ideas, old culture, old customs and old ‘habits. This
revolution also led to the death of more than two million people. The Chinese
General Tan Kuan San says, “A cultural revolution always implies a military
threat” (18).

Currimbhoy shows the difference between General Chang Chin-wu
and the military commander General Tan Kuan San in their thoughts and ideas.
General Tan Kuan San wants a military confrontation with Tibet while General
Chang Chin-wu avoids it. Chang Chin-wu advocates cultural freedom while
Tan Kuan San favours cultural revolution. Tan Kuan wants to launch military
attack while Chang Chin-wu does not want to harm the Dalai Lama in any way.
He respects the Dalai Lama. He says to Ngabo Jigme, a minister of the Dalai
Lama: “although I'm the great Han imperialist in the eyes of the Tibetans . . .
| too might respect the person of the Dalai Lama .. ” (21)

The interpreter says on behalf of General Chang Chin-wu that the
Chinese communists believe that Tibet has always been part of China and
that the new China was formed with the Great Proletarian Revolution of 1948,
Their entry into Tibet is merely to consolidate the new nation and protect
their borders. Furthermore, they think that the religious status of the Dalai -
Lama remains completely unchanged.

Tan Kuan San reminds Lukhangwa of the clause 2 of the Agreement
that the local government of Tibet shall actively assist the Peoples’ Liberation
Army to enter Tibet and consolidate national defence.

The play portrays how the Chinese troops enter into Lhasa in massive
numbers with drums and portraits of Mao Zedong and Chou En-lai. The Tibetans
look at the display of military force. News of their oppression in Chambo has
spread. Though they come in peace after signing the treaty, their intention to
dominate is fairly obvious. The sight of thousands of disciplined soldiers
descending upon the peaceful town is awesome and almost intimidating.

General Chang Chin-wu tells his two aides, Tan Kuan San and Chin
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Hao-jan that they are in Tibet not simply to liberate or occupy it but to stay,
fortify and integrate. Chinese expansionist policy is made clear when the
General says: “We’re not here merely to liberate or occupy but to stay, stay
and fortify. Stay and integrate. From this roof of the world all of South Asia is
ours either to defend or expand, as we choose”(37).
The play ends with the Dalai Lama crossing the border into India.
When he crosses the border with a heavy heart he says, “In any human conflict,
the ultimate interests of the combatants are the same: the interests they
fight for are only ephemeral” (67).
Faubion Bowers writes:
Currimbhoy ends this play as it beglns with the flight of the Dalai
Lama from Tibet on 17 March, 1959. As the Lama crosses the border into India
he says, “In any human conflict, the ultimate interests of the combatants are
the same ..." and he dismisses these “interests” as ephemeral, part of the
transitory world of illusion which we in this life take so seriously and consider
so profoundly. To the Lamas, the events depicted in Om Mane Padme Hum!
may in truth be ephemeral. To appreciators of Currimbhoy’s text, here is a
play of enduring insight and enjoyment. It is more than a pictorial
representation of living history or personages in high places in far-away
countries. It is @ universal comment on life . . . special, perhaps, but
nonetheless international in interpreting human beings. (Introduction 6)
India and China are border countries and they maintained a cordial
relation. There was a common phrase ‘Hindi-Chini Bhai Bhai’ {Indians and
Chinese are brothers). Similarly, India also had a good relation with Tibet
which was an autonomous State under the suzerainty of China. The Indo-
Chinese relation deteriorated after the Chinese invasion and occupation of
Tibet.
Bipan Chandra et al write about the Indo-Chinese conflict after the
Dalai Lama entered into India:
! When Dalai Lama was given political asylum in India in 1959, the Chinese
became unhappy. Soon after, the Chinese opened fire on an Indian
patrol near the Kongka pass in Ladakh; killing five Indian policemen
and capturing a dozen others. ‘On 8 September 1962, Chinese forces
-attacked the Thagla ridge and dislodged Indian troops, but this was
taken as a minor incident . . . a week later, the:Chinese army launched
a massive attack and overran-in Indian posts in the eastern sector in
NEFA (Arunachal Pradesh). The Indian army commander in NEFA fled
without any effort at resistance leaving the door wide open for China
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to walk in. In the western sector, on 20 October, thirteen forward
posts were captured by the Chinese in the Galwan valley . . . It was
thought that the Chinese would come rushing in to the plains and
occupy Assam and perhaps other parts was as well’ (Chandra et al
208-209). '
= i
Asif Currimbhoy’s The Captives (1963) is a three-act play about the
Chinese invasion of India in October, 1962. It was written a year after the
Chinese military aggression. The focal theme of the play is the conflict between
India and China. The play also deals with the deteriorating relation between
India and Pakistan and the Gandhian principle of Ahimsa espoused by the
Congressmen. Hasan , Mehtab and the guards are represented as Indian
nationalists while Aref is introduced as a Pakstani nationalist. Hasan is an
Indian Muslim and Aref is a Pakistani Muslim. A Gandhian nationalist, Mehtab
sacrifices his life for the sake of his country. Hasan goes to the border army
outpost to resist the Chinese invasion, but he miraculously survives his life.
But the dramatist has not introduced any Chinese character. The setting of the
play is an army outpost somewhere in the disputed region of Ladakh (or
NEFA)during the Chinese invasion. However, it may be pointed out that Ladakh
and NEFA are not synonymous-and it was an unintended mistake Currimbhoy
creates a situation of war-tension in and around the border outpost. The
action takes place in darkness. A sudden explosion erupts accompanied by
sounds of mortar and gunfire. The sound of a machine gun is heard at a
distance. There are far-off screams and yells. The outpost is guarded by two
guards. One of the guards wears a balaclava over his face to protect himself
against the cold. The time of action refers to sometime after the first Chinese
invasion of 20th October 1962.
In his review essay on “The Dramatic Art of Asif Currimbhoy”, K R
Srinivasa lyengar writes:
“The Captives, which first appeared as a companion-piece with Thorns
on a Canvas, botdly takes us to the theatre of war during the Indo-
- Chinese conflict of October 1962. The eruption of October 1962 was a
traumatic experience for India. Cities were seized with anit-Chinese
hysteria, and in Asif Currimbhoy’s play, Hasan leaves his family behind
and is posted to the Indo-Chinese border (Ladakh or NEFA)” (18).
In this context, R C Majumder et al write:
On 20" October, 1962, about 30,000 Chinese troops began a large-scale
invasion of Ladakh and NEFA (North-Eastern Frontier Agency), to the
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north of Assam. The Indian troops fought gallantly, but, being vastly -

outnumbered, could not offer any effective resistance in NEFA. On
19™ November Bombi La was captured and the whole of Assam lay at
the mercy of the Chinese, who had also occupied the portion of Ladakh
claimed by them. But on 21 November they declared a unilateral

cease-fire and retired to a considerable distance ... The Chinese are .

_'n'ow in possession of 36,260 square kilometres of Indian territory' in
Ladakh and 5,180 square kilometres in the North-Eastern Frontier.
'(1007)

; -Currimbhoy has dramatised this historical event in this play. In hls
preface to The Captives the dramatist writes:

On 20" October 1962 Chinese armed forces led an invasion in the
Eastern and Western sectors of the India-China border. It triggered off
a war, therepercussions of which shook the roots of India’s "image as
she saw herself. It is at this point that the story of The Captives begins
(The Captives 9).

He further says about this play: :
“It is suggestive of the position of Indian Muslim under pressure of
deteriorating relations between India and Pakistan. It also deals with
the father-image of the old Congressman who still dominates the
political scene under a self -imposed code of moral values” (The
Captives 9).

The play:opens with a prologue which portrays little children playing

a war game with explosives and screaming in a.street in Delhi in front of the

restaurant where Hasan lives with his family. Hameed and Kripal, the children

of Hasan and Raj, are éminent among players. Posters and banners carrying
slogans like “Give India your Blood, Gold and Work”, “Back Jawaharlal for

Freedom “, etc. contribute to the atmosphere of war. Hasan and Raj are

watching their games. The news broadcast by the radio describes that the

Chinese troops advance and the Indian Jawans defend heroically. Loud martial

music is heard and movement of soldiers and civilian is noticed in the street.

Paper-boys with posters are seen announcing the fall of another border

outpost and screaming out the news headlines. Women home- guards in

khaki uniforms are seen drilling. The dramatist intensifies the situation by
introducing a stranger wearing a saffron robe and walking across the streets
with bare feet.

Currimbhoy portrays the increasing tension along the Indo-Chinese
border through the dialogues of the two Indian guards protecting the army

outpost. The outpost is situated in a border area of Ladakh {or NEFA). On
hearing the sounds of gunfire near the outpost, the two guards discuss the
possibility of a sudden attack on them by the Chinese troops. Their tension
mounts up because they are hopelessly outnumbered in “the furthermost
point” (20) by the Chinese regiment. Besides, they are unfamiliar with the
mountainous region. The dramatist exposes the fear of the ill- equipped and
ill-trained Indian soldiers through the words of the 1st guard who fears that
hordes of Chinese soldiers may come out secretly at night and attack them.
When he seems to express his fear for the Chinese troops, the 2nd Guard
emboldens him and says that he is armed with bayonet to fight back. Besides,
the Indian infantry in the base camp is near them.

They also raise the question of the importance of this border land in
Indian territory. The 1st Guard says that the land is not quite barren, but
nothing grows there. The second guard says that mountains “stand like sentries
... that stand like ... us watching and guarding ...” (21). The area is very cold in
winter.

In his review essay on “The Dramatic Art of Asif Currimbhoy”, K R
Srinivasa lyengar writes:

At the outpost, of course, there is a grimmer and truer appreciation of

developing events than in Bombay or New Delhi. To the outpost where

Hasan has a job to do, Mehtab the “Congressman” comes to study

things for himself. They are old friends yet in these strange

surroundings they can but play blind man’s bluff, each a captive within

a prison of his own contriving (18-19).

Hasan is presented as an Indian nationalist and a patriotic soldier who
leaves for Indo-Chinese border to resist the Chinese invasion in spite of his
wife’s protest. He leaves behind his wife Raj and two little children—Hameed
and Kripal who live in a restaurant at Delhi. He enters the army outpost in
uniform along with Mehtab. Hasan says that the outpost is not a safe place
for a politician. His sense of responsibility is evident when he says to Mehtab:
“l am concerned about your safety. We are not equipped for any large scale
defense here. This is more a reconnaissanceoutpost here than anything else.
It would have been safer if you had stayed with the regiment”(24). He regards
Mehtab’s visit as “another VIP visit to boost our morale” (24).

. Mehtab is introduced in the play as an Indian nationalist. He is an old
“Congressman from Delhi” (20). The 1st Guard knows him as a “good man” and
a “great man” as both of them hail from the same place. As a Gandhian
Satyagrahi, he has joined the struggle for independence of India and has
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been imprisoned several times. He has won the election and become a
member of the government of India.

He visits with Hasan the army outpost situated at the border region
“To see what actual conditions are like. Fighting conditions” (22). A follower
of Gandhian principles, he remembers: “Do not hate your enemy though it
becomes your duty to fight.” (22).

The method of non-violent warfare followed by Mahatma Gandhi and
other freedom fighters is put into question against the Chinese invasion of
India. He follows the Gandhian principle of Ahimsa and does not believe in
violence or killing. The first Guard says, “I have often heard him at public
meetings. He was a great disciple of Gandhiji . . . fought his enemies bravely .

“(23). In many ways he is similar to Gandhi. He fights without hate.

Mehtab is killed by the Chinese troops. His condition is near delirium
and he mumbles in delirium. K R Srinivasa lyengar writes: :

Mehtab is apparently wedded to Gandhian ahimsa, but a war also

needs fighters like Hasan and the guards (who are Tibetans, perhaps,

or Nepalese, Bhutanese, or Ladakhis). There is eeriness in the talk and

the actions alike. When Mehtab, Hasan and the guard with the

balaclava are cooped up as it were in the outpost, the Pak Corporal

Aref walks in, mistaking it for his own (lyenger 18-19).

Mehtab has strong confidence in Hasan's 'onal,ty to him and to India.
The country needs such a person. Hasan says that he is not neutral though
India as a nation has been so. They discuss the issue of non-alignment policy
of.india. Mehtab considers it a matter of moral choice.

Currimbhoy presents the Chinese invasion of India as the central
theme of the play. In reply to Hasan’s question, Pakistani Corporal Aref reports
that he has overheard the Chinese plan for a second invasion into India. They
have already outflanked the Indian base camp and they will soon wipe out
the outpost. He says to Hasan:

“What the hell do you think | was doing out there! The Chinese are

planning a second invasion into India. | stumbled on their camp, the

same way as yours, except that they did not spot me, and | overheard
their plans. | wanted to rush back to my outpost and lost my way in the
storm. They’ll wipe you out! They’ll wipe you all out! At the moment
they've already outflanked you! They're at your base camp now!”(50)

Though Mehtab does not believe in Aref’s report, Hasan rushes to the
wireless room and hears the gunfire sounds near it. He returns forthwith
“white-faced with shock” (52). He confirms that the Indian base camp has
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been overrun. He says: “There’s large-scale massacre going on their now.
We've been outflanked.”(52). Currimbhoy describes, “A shell explodes outside
the cabin, shaking it from end to end, while the window shatters, throwing
in dirt and snow.”(52). Suddenly, the guard on duty was attacked and killed by
striking with a knife in his chest. The fire of a rifle is heard outside. Hasan
hurls himself to the door and calls the other guard. Soon he finds that they
are surrounded by the Chinese army. Aref says that the outflanking Chinese
armies are attacking from the south. All the sides are not yet closed. There
may be a slim chance of escape to the north. Under the situation, Hasan cuts
the rope which ties Aref with his knife.

The play ends with an epilogue depicting the condition of Hasan who
has been seriously wounded. The setting of the epilogue is Hasan’s bedroom
in a restaurant in Delhi. He is now confined to bed. He is alone in the bedroom.
Currimbhoy focuses on his condition and writes:

~ Hassan is lying in bed. He is heavily bandaged, and is resting with his
face averted to the wall, sometimes looking out through the barred

windows. He is alone. It is dim and quiet in the room, as it were a

hospital. (60)

Hasan is deeply wounded and has not yet recovered. His wife Raj is
talking to her father-in-law, Ali about his condition. In response to her question,
Ali says that it is not yet known as to who has shot at him. The Chinese troops
outflanked the Indian base camp and the outpost. He has miraculously
survived. Hasan’s guard took cover when the Chinese outflanked the outpost

3Elaboratmg the situation, Ali says:

No one really seems to know exactly what happened. You know his
was the forwardest outpost. His base camp was outflanked, and when
they closed in . . . It is no less than a miracle that he’s alive today, or
half-alive as some say . . . He had a guard, who took cover when the

Chinese launched the attack. When they left him for dead, the guard

went back and retrieved him . . . We can only say that like the others,

the Chinese wiped out his outpost . . . {61)

The dramatist also presents the radio news about Indo-Pakistan talks
on the Kashmir issue, Pakistan’s alliance with China, threat of another Chinese
invasion, etc. He writes:

. news over the radio ..

wabout the sixth round of Indo-Pakistan talks having fan‘ed (on the

Kashmir issue)

—about foreign military aid . . .
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-about Pakistan’s pact with China . . . :

-about the threat of another invasion from China, and the

suggestion of collusion

with Pakistan . . . (62)

The 2™ guard ws:ts Hasan when he is rolling restlessly on his bed. He is
mtroduced asa ”Iarge heavy-set man in military costume”(62). When Hasan
sees the guard’s balaclava, he shows signs of life and tries to grasp it. Having
seen the guard, he raises a hand in greeting and the guard takes. The 2™
Guard continues to give an account of the whole incident. He said that Mehtab

was fatally wounded and found Mehtab in delirium. Then he died after -

whispering a single word . . . “ahimsa” “ahimsa” -

After his fatal injury, Mehtab was lt delirium. The 20 Guard who saw
him in his last few minutes of life says:

“He was in delirium. He imagined he saw things. Great images of here
and after. He told me to get from his bag a robe of saffron colour and

put it over his body before he died. | did it.” (64)

He asked him to remove the balaclava and he did it.Hasan was grieved
to hear the sad news of the death of Mehtab and “tears roll shamelessly” (64)
from his eyes.

At the time of ieaving, the guard says that he was outside the cabin
when the Chinese invasion took place. He heard the first shot which came
from within the cabin. Then he heard the scream of Hasan. He asks Hasan:

Now . . . there were only three people in the cabin. Yourself, the

prisoner . . . and Mehtab. Only two of them were armed . . . and you

weren’t. You know what I'm trying to say! I'm saying that one of them
shot you . . . deliberately! Which one was it, Hasan! Which one was it?

(Hasan does not reply. He looks at the wall with immobility) Who shot

you, Hasan? Who tore you open, with pain and injury! Who did it,

Hasan? Who did it? (softly) | know . . that you know . . (No reply) (64-

65) . .

The guard leaves placing the balaclava near Hasan’s table. Then the
prayer is heard:

“LA ILAHA ILLA’ LLAH; MUHAMMAD RASUL'U’LLAH” . (Hasan turns his

~ face to the window to look beyond. He grips hold of the bars in both

hands and looks beyond . . .) (65)

Thus the play, The Captives explores the tensions and alienations
between India and China. : -
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To conclude, Asif Currimbhoy has effectively dramatized the themes
of the flight of Dalai Lama into India following the Chinese invasion of Tibet
and Indo-Chinese relation in the two plays discussed. This shows how
contesting nationalisms bring untold miseries and sufferings for common
people. Thereby, the plays seem to offer a powerful critique of the excesses
of nationalist ideologies.
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Abstract

Assam has a long history of language conflicts dating back to the nineteenth
century continuing intermittently though varying degrees of intensity till date. The
language conflicts in Assam taking place basically in two strands; viz conflicts
betweeh Assamese speaking people and Bengali speaking people, and conflicts

between Assamese speaking people and speakers of languages of different ethnic _

groups of the region, have seriously damaged the very foundation of the multil ingual
Assamese society. Linguistic chauvinism, wrong language policy of the
government, lack of opportunity for growth and development of various indigenous
languages and various other factors have led to a sense of insecurity, distrust and
linguistic extremism in different linguistic groups which have ultimately resulted
-~ invarious conflicts among different linguistic groups seriously threatening unity
and peace of the region. The paper attempts to make a probe into the various
factors responsible for language conflicts in Assam during the state’s long history
of language conflicts from the nineteenth century till date and to hvnsihesize some
possible solutions to the problem. :
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. The word Jhalo-malo has been derived from two words Jhalo and Malo. The original

Jorm of Jhalo is julla meaning water and Malo means malla (infantry). Their original

occupation was fishing and infantry. There is also another legend concerning to the

name and origin of the community. Earlier, one section of the community inhabited

the bank of the Jhelum river of northern India. So the people of the locality are known

asJhalo. the other section of the community lived in Maloy country of . Arya bhatta, in
the western India, so they are known as Malo.
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