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THE SHADOW

Some where deep in the recesses

of my brain a light exploded. Various
images drifted before my mind’s eye

' some vague and blurred, some clear

and pointed. To add to this confusion
voices kept echoing in my ears. Vari-
ous sounds fused together the r|ng|ng
of bells, the blowing of a conch,
screams of joy peals of laughter and
then.......

‘Relax Mute” said a southing voice
instanly easing as any my building ten-

- sion. With a great effort | freed my eyes

open to see a smiling face peering down

atme. Instin ctively | pulled up the white
- sheet and recoverd myself slowly |

dared to look around the room and saw
virgnal white walls staring back at me.

. The stark nakedness of the room hit me

hard and unknowingly | mouthed the
words, “Where am 1?” “In a hospital”

came the reply. As those words slowly
sank in | tried hard to remember my

immediate past but came up against a
blank wall.

My head was throbbing and a dull
pain enveloped me. A sense of loneli-
ness engulfed me and | tried to con-

nart tho Adiciaimtard sirormbes el ol e s

Deepanjali Gogoi
Lecturer Dept. English _

People were enjoying themselves.

Dancing-and merriment continued the
wec house of the morning. But yes,
something was amiss. As my brain cells

strained to connect the various events

the dull pain returned and with a jolt |
returned to the present.

The soothing voice of the doctor
briefed me up about the accident | had

‘met with. | had been found lying in a

semi concious and delirious state in the
Bombay Pune highway. My car- a Matiz
had been crushed into a pulp and the

~ import had thrown me quite a distance

from the crash site. Yet | was miracu-

lously alive and almost unscatted ex-

cept a flew minor cuts bruises fractures
and certain blanks in my memory.
The next couple of days amidst pils,
injections, various test, Xrays, cat-scan
and the like, I tried to fill up the blanks.
Sudden flashes of memery and huge
gaping Tigsaw puzzle started falling
into place.

Ours was a nuclear family based
in Bonbay. My parents and myself- that
was if. | was an only child born after
fourteen years of my parent’s marriage.

- The anple of their ave the ramntra -f ot



Academically | was successful and
armed with various degrees. | took up
a job with a multi national company. ,
 Life surely was a dream and to make it
even more so | also met the man of my

carning and always there when |
- necded him | felt perfectly at home with
_him. Yet..... There was something about
- his eyes that drew me toward him. They
engulfed me in a whirlpool of emotions
but at the end that strange and
unsatiable/ oneliness... _
My admiration, my belief in him

was so complete, | never found it nec-
essary to question his antecedents or
enquire about his family and friends. |
had met him at the stroke of mid night
at a friends party. Our affair flourished
and with my parent's consent we de-
cided to culminate it in the eternal bond-
‘marriage. My parents never questioned
my choice to the extent that they-gave
their consent without even meetmg him
in person.

~ The D-day arrived. | was radlant
and resplendent in a work. Peals of

laughter filled the marriage hall and -

drinking and merriment continued.
Every one was awaiting the groom’s ar-
rival. The seconds and minutes kept -
ticking the hours kept passing the wait

seemed ever-lasting. The tension
browed, the laughter ceased the inces-
sant chattering turned into urgent whis-

~ pers and my mind drifted from it all into
the open arms of my cover. - '
dreams he was perting perfect loving

- I knew he was there a strong pres-

~ence unseen to all but felt by me. In the
‘well hours of the morning the last of the
guest tricked away one by one the

groom never did arrive.

Shattered, | walked in a trance like state
to my room. | slumped down on my bed.

| sat on something hard and unknow-

“ingly | picked it up and tore away the

old and warn newspaper in which it was

wrapped. | was about to crumple the

newspaper when the familiar face star-
ing at me slopped me dead in my tracks.
There was Milind- my dream man. Cu-

~rious my eyes took in the lines below

the picture “ Mikind Jain” (1958-
1988)....." The rest of the lines baded

gway as'realisation dawned on me- i
was in love with a shadow.

What followed seemed a blur. See
| remembered was dashing out to the
garage and driving away in my Matiz.

Milind was awaiting my arrival on the

the other side of the line. And then a
light exploded and then overwhelmlng
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Defect in our Present

There was a tim_é, when
India was noted all over the world

as a glorious centre of education

and culture, where students from all
parts of the globe used to pour in..
The educational and cultural centres.
of Nalanda, Taxila and Prayag
attracted students from places, as-
far-as Egypt, Greece, China, Ceylon
and Indonesia. It was an ideal
~system of education, which apart
from disseminating sweetness and
light,  infused into the mind of ?he
pupils and spiritual urge for coming
in contract with the kingdom of the
absolute. But now when we look
at the present state of affairs in

our country, the change shocks us :

deeply. It is asserted with great regret

by persons of almost every s_hade_
of opinion that our '_educatlonal'
system has not undergone any

change with the changes brought

about by political independence.
The crowning defect of our

existing educational system that

requires the immediate and earnest .

consideration is its excessively
passive and mechanical character.

o ] P oo b ] [ R e [ o o SR T L Ly S L [y

~to be emptied out again _
‘examination room, and empty basket

System of Education
.Nabiur Rohman Borah
T.D.C. 3rd Year.

chanical. Things are loaded on his
mind which he cannot digest; he
only crams and therefore they never
become his own. Our educational

_system in the words of Dr. Annie

Besant, is just “Filling boy's head
with a lot of disjointed facts poured
into the heads as into a basket;
in. the

Carried out again into the world.”

- This is the reason Why a Student

who succeeds so well in his college
examination fails miserably in the
examination of life. el

; The existing system of ou
education is predominantly academic
and theoretical. It is theoretical as
a rule and practical by chance as
‘Maulana Azad observed, “There is
no adjustment between the system
of our education and the needs of
our life.” The Students is taught

. lessons from books, but not lessons

from life. In other words he is
provided with knowledge, but not with
wisdoem.. He is obliged to know the
history of Greece of 2000 Years ago,
but he knows nothing of what is

. - =, L S L YRS

- respect for
between the teacher and the taught
is unnatural, purely economic and
_official. The problem of growing

nicipality of his own town.

Now we come to the
question of moral and cultural
deviopment of our student. What do
our universities do for their char-
acter-building? We have to admit
sadly that today their function fin-
ishes with imparting the students bits
of information. They do not
incalculate in them a love of virtue
and rightcousness, a sense of

selfrespect and personal dignity. In

the past a student was taught to
be God-fearing, to love and practice
the rules of religion, to obey his
parents and respect his teachers.
But today the false glamour of

western civilization has led our

Students astray and they have
forgotten the noble ideals and tra-
ditions of past culture. our Schools
and colleges still run on there lines
that were laid down by Macaulay.
Their courses of study and text-books
do not breathe the air of freedom

and national independence. They .

have no love for learning for its
own sake and hence no sense of
teacher. The bond

indiscipline among the students is
something which reflects seriously on
our educational institutions.

e i I ST S R

bodies. Groups of pale, thin youths
meet the eye at the portals of
colleges: and universities.

This is so because there
is hardly any provision in our
colleges and universities for system-
atic physical training, games and
sports and other extra-curricular
activities. The want of physical
training leads the students to loss
‘inother ways also. They do not
learn the dignity of labour. They
begin to shun, labour of every kind,
physical or intellecual. They become
/idle, ease- loving and extra-vagant.
Gandhiji mourned this neglect of
physical work in our system of
education. :

; Considering the general
standard of living in the country, it
is definite that our system of
education is highly expensive. Even
for the upper-middle class people
higer education in our country has
become a white elephant :

' In a way, our education has
become a sort of pastime luxury,
a form of amusement, like many
other modern things of entertainment.
Students go to schools and colieges
more for the sake of amusement
than instruction. Our class- rooms
have an appearance almost of g
cinema hall, well-furnished with chairs
and electric fans and the black board



‘actor trying to please his audience

by his saucy remarks, pleasant
stories and copious display of antics.

The commonest criticism
against our educational system is
that it does not help us in earning
our bread. Our Colleges and uni-
versities are like factories that
produce graduates in quick succes-
sion just as a machine issues forth
pins and needles one after another
on a mass scale. Every year millions
of graduates are turned out from
these literary factories, ‘who ‘wander

into the wide world in their vain

efforts to find emplaoyment. In life

" their is no demand for these

university products. The result is that
the more our education expands, the
“more the ranks of the educated
unempoyed swell. In the last few
years, there is no doubt, our
education has improved greatly but

only quantitatively, not qualitatively.
‘What the nation requires is not
merely more education, also better
education, and what will ultimately,
count in the progress of the race
is not the quantity alone but the
quality of our education as well.”

In- view of the foregoing
defects and shortcomings, our sys-
tem of education calls for a radical

change. One of the first and the

greatest task that faces us today
is to overhold and reconstruct our
educational machinery , for it is on

‘the regeneration of our education
machinery, that the regeneration of

the nation depends .We have to
devise as-early-as possible as com-
prehensive national scheme of

education which seeks to bring about
a complete and harmonious devel-
opment of all the factors of human
personality.

AAXAXKK AKX

“at all.

MISTAKES AND FAILURES MAY HELP

Mamata Jain
HS 1st year(Smence)

~ We all make mistakes.To err
is human. All' great-men have made

mistakes and benefited from them. when
we make a mistake, we should: not'

be afraid of about it. Don't look back

~at it far long. Take the remedieal
measuye to your mistake. Look for-

ward, mistakes must be regarded as

. lessons of wisdom. One should, there-
- fore, never be afraid of mistakes. But

we must remember that mistakes do
and can happen. If you are afraid of
making mistake, you may never begin
If you don't try, if you don't
make any attempts, the question of
making mistakes may not arise. But
then the question of making progress
and gaining your goal also does not
arise. Often mistakes teach us impor-
tant lessons and tell us how we can

avoid bigger and more costlier mistakes. .

One should learn from every
mistake, he makes. As we have seen,

- men have not become great because
they never make mistake; but because -
‘they had the wisdom to learn and

benefit from mistakes. one should not

‘be weighed down because of the

mistakes committed. It should not be
in- hibit his further actions. On the other
hand, he should take courage from the
lesson he has leamnt from mistake. He

o must go ahead with greater confidence. -

“FAILURE”: It is a seven letter

word which shatters a life, a hope,

a dream, leaving the person broken.

-And it often leads to death. But, actually
it is the step or the pillar to success. -

and embrace death? No, Certainly not.
‘Failure is not and never a

‘crime. Sensibility lies in accepting the

failures. You are not perfect. None of
us are. You too have your weaknesses
and drawbacks. But always remember
that despite your imperfections, there

-is someone believing in you, supporting
- you, and accepting you. Not because

he/she i$ under any obligation to do

' so, but.because she/he loves you

anyway for what you are and not far
what you do. :

Failure is natural and univer-
sal. The solution lies in not running:
away from it but facing and over coming
it. Avoid being an escapist. It is easier
to escape, but never forget that, an
escpist will never know what it is to
walk tall. Accept your failures. Leam

‘to cope with them. Try to realise your

dignity and worth and do not be -dis-
couraged by temporary setbacks. Your
yesterday’s pains and disappoint ments
can become the stepping stones to

tomorrow’s joys and successes. Always

remember, despite your drowbacks, no
other person like you is present in this

- whole is. also a sweeter side to you.

Put your past behind and develop your
hidden charm. One day, a Masterpiece
will shin though you.

' its’ true that as of today, your.
dreames are mere castles in the air.

But than that's where they belong in
~the air. Now, it is upto you to put
toundations under them. If you believe

in._yc_)urse_lf,.you will be able to achive
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