


o 1 m B sbby - bb




SONALI (Sonali)

Sonali 1998-99 edited and Published by Sri Biswajit Gogoi on behalf of Sonari
College Students Union.

#yet #f® es oita
At et sitat

#) faifore, sftst

8) faogan s

&) errems 2

#) crafre s

&) 7ot oftat

&) fAfae aitat

s canfe @l ot

f / Rem

GHsitent
I 2Pl 2 Sodd - BB

oamy 2 O@u IR

o2 e e (B, @R




e s ST

e a3 T
32 AT
99 (01 31 O
e W AR |

(SIS 2T SieRaETE 43 S W
Acaleie R Rk TieE 22w T i
werifeq AR Foe S aels e CiRsaas
oiféa oo S SR walee Wi |

e e e ot e A e e e A e

DIBRUGARH UNIVERSITY

VICE - CHANCELLOR
Prof. Devdas Kakati = {?0239 (0)

Dibrugarh Pin - 786004 (Assam) 23557 (R)
: ' Fax No. : 0373 - 70323

NO. DU/ VC/ 98 / 640 577 AP
To g

Shri Biswajit Gogot,

Magazine Secretary.

Sonari College Students' Union.

P. O. Sonari.

Dist. Sibsagar.

Pin : 785690 Assam

{ Dear Shri Gogoi,

I am very happy to learn that you are going to bring out the annual issue of your college
magazine. A College magazine gives lot of scope for creative activities amongst the students as
well as the faculty members. I am sure you would have received enthusiastic co-operation from
all concerned in this endeavour. I extend my good wishes to the teachers, students and staff of
your college and hope the magazine would be a great success. :

Yours sincerely,

~ " (Prof. Devdas Kakati)
Vice - Chancellor,
Dibrugarh University.
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"Lachit Phukon was appointed commander
-in-chief of Ahom army, the selection being
made after a regular trial of his courage and lead-
ership." '
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On hearing of the recovery of Kamrup the
King Chakradhwaj Singha was overwhelmed with
joy and said, 'Now it is that I eat my morsel of food
with peace and happiness' .. He further expressed
his regret that the Mugals has exacted tributes from

Assam by making presents of sewn robes, referring
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to the customary khelas and Sirpaos, presented by
the Mugal Emperors to tributary Rajas." :
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" The conflicts continued for a couple of years
witheut any decisive result. King Chakradhwaj
Singha being anxious for a speedy victory pressed

for the launching of offensive measures against the

enemy. The Barphukan had against his will, to at-

tack the Mugal army mainly consisting of Rajputs,
in the Alaboi plain near Hajo."
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"Ram Singha expressed his admiration of
the adhersaries by saying --- Glory to the king!
Glory to the Counsellors ! Glory to the com-
mander! Glory to the Country ! One single indi- :_
vidual leads ali the forces! Even I Ram Singha,
being personally on the spot, do not find any
loophole and opportunity.” -
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The Process of Learning English as a Second Language.

It is a humble attempt o show the process of
learning English as a second language on the basis
of my little experience and study of the subject. The
choice is prompted by my degire to motivate the
young learners to leamn Finglish courageously and
effectively and to eliminate their notion that English
is a difficult language. Herc 1 do not like to re-em-
phasise the increasing awareness of the importance
of English as a world language. We know that Eng-
lish Education in India began in the first three dec-
ades of the nineteenth century and has been domi-
nating our education system since then. It is now
treated not as a foreign language like French or Rus-
sian, but as a second language for its strong influ-
ence on our culture as well as its historical associa-
tions. The motivation behind learning English is of
two kinds -- instrumental motivation and integrative
motivation. In other words, the learners should de-
velop an ablility to speak and write English fluently
and correctly and to understand the cultural patterns
of English people. The Kothari commission sug-
gested that no student should be awarded a univer-
sity degree unless he has acquired some proficiency
in English.

As we are not the native speakers of English,,
our process of learning English is not easy and
natural. Ours is a conscious and deliberate effort. It
is seen that a child acquires his mother tongue

SUNIL DUTTA
Dept. of English.

through the process of imitation. He is constantly
exposed to the sounds of his language from the time
of his birth. The adults describe him everything in a
very simple language and help him by correcting his
mistakes encouragingly so as to enable him to ac-
quire the language. In this way, the child internal-
izes the grammatical system of his language easily
and unconsciously.

But this is not the process of learning English
as a second language. The learners have to learn Eng-

lish in formal situations. It is introduced as a subject
of study in non-English Medium schools in the fifth
class only and continued upto the Third year class of
college Education. That is to say, the learners are
introduced to English at the age of ten years or so.
By this time they have already acquired their mother
tongue. Now they have to learn a few words and one
or two structures in English besides the 26 letters of
the alphabet. They are also required to leamn to count.

What is most important is abundant exposure to Eng-
lish in well organised linguistic forms. But it is taught
in a class of forty five minutes duration in a day.
Thus it is found that the learners are not adequately
exposed to the language. It is the priniary reason why
the standard achieved is very poor. The skill and
personality of the teacher are absolutely vital in cre-
ating conducive conditions for learning English and
in motivating the learners rightly to that effect.
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The objectives of the courses on English de-
signed for secondary, Higher secondary and under-
graduate classes in Assam aim to enable the stu-
dents to use English for communication purposes.
At the secondary level, students are expected to de-
velop their ability to communicate through English.
They are also required to understand the text on their
own and do grammatical exercises.

The Higher Secondary course on English aims
at helping students acquire reasonable competence
in English so as to enable them to use English in real
life situations, to pursue undergraduate course in
Arts, Science, Commerce, etc,. and to undertake pro-
fessional courses such as Medical Science and En-
gineering. '

In order to check the falling standard of Eng-

lish at all levels of formal education , the Board of
~ studies in English, Dibrugarh University introduces
a language-based course entitled "Remedial Gram-
mar and Composition" for undergraduate classes.
This course also requires students to learn the skills
of simple appreciation of English prose, poetry and
drama through the study of the prescribed texts. The
B. Com, students should develop an ability to write
simple, clear and accurate English for business ac-
tivities. Similarly, the students of B. Sc. course need
to develop an ability to write correct and accurate
English for Scientific writing. ' '

In order to achieve these objectives the stu-
dents at all levels need to do a lot of intensive oral
work and written practice. They have to acquire the
ability to use the four basic language skills -- listen-
ing, speaking, reading and writing. Listening means
listening with understanding. It is of two types -
extensive listening and intensive listening. Extensive
listening provides ample exposure to the different
sounds and structures. The students should be able
to recognise the meaning of words, phrases and sen-
tences, follow the sequence of ideas and recongnise

the stress and intonation of spoken English. In this
connection the students may be advised to listen to
the radio broadcasts and to watch television news
and other programmes in Englih since other facili-
ties are not yet easily available. '

Speaking means articulating the sounds with
appropriate stress and intonation. The students should
be able to speak English intelligibly in diverse situ-
ations. They should not be over-conscious of com-
mitting mistakes. While speaking English they
should overcome the speech habits of their mother
tongue. They need to pay special attention to the dif-
ferences in the sounds and structures of both the two
languages. They should try to narrate events and
describe objects fluently.

Reading means reading with understanding. -

This complex skill is of two types-- loud reading and
silent reading. The students should be able to read
English at reasonable speed understanding mean-
ings of words, phrases an& sentences. They should

try to grasp the important facts and ideas of their
" texts. They should also develop the habit of reading
 English books, newspapers, magazines on their own.

Tt is better to understand the words and structures
ini English rather than in the mother tongue.
Writing is a process of thinking. The students
should be able to write English correctly and el-
egantly. They should try to present the ideas logi-
cally and write narrative and descriptive pieces, let-
ters, reports, etc. properly. We find that these skills
can be acquired only through practice and practice
of one skill reinforces the leaming of other skills.

The students should therefore, make ample practice

of these skills.

We should bear in mind that learning the gram- |

mar of English is not the basic language activity.
Knowing a language and knowing about a language
are two different activities, Knowing the language

i

situations. An illiterate person can speak his native

language fluently. But he does not know anything .

about his language. Similarly, a grammarian may
know much about the grammar of a foreign lan-
guage. But he may not acquire fluency in speaking
the language. Language is basically speech and Eng-
lish is to be learnt as speech. In this regard practice
plays a predominant role. According to the linguists,
motivation, imitation, exposure, habit, repetition,
memory , attention , aptitude, applicaticn, analogy,
reinforcement, audio-visual aids, drills and exercises,
experience, age; etc. are significantly vital factors.
All these factors facilitate the process of language
learning. Students should make proper use of them.

The students should make use of dictionaries
and other reference books for learning English prop-
erly. The skill of consulting a gb{)d dictionary , I
think, will go a long way towards the achievement
of thé objectives mentioned above, The dictionary

provides with phonological, morphological, syntac-
tic and semantic information. The students should
readily consult it when they come across an unfa- -
miliar word or phrase. In this context the students
may be advised to have a personal copy of Oxford
Advanced Learner's Dictionary (New Edition)
for regular use. Besides all others, its Indian English
supplement will help the students to see the differ-
ences between British English and Indian English. -
They may of course, need help from the teachers to
use the book effectively. :

To sum up, English is a very interesting lan-
guage and it could be learnt effectively by using the
four basic skills with due interest and proper self-
confidence. O

Sources :
1. The English Teacher's Handbook T. C. Boruah.
2. Syllabuses designed for the courses cited.
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"Status"-- What does this word mean,
when it is asked? Then certainly, the social po-
sition or Ranking as the answer will come to our
mind. The great Sociologist ' Mac Iver' define
the status- " Status is the social position that de-
termines for its possessor apart from his personal
attribute or social services a degree of respect,
prestige and influence." Therefore, we can say
that the status of a person is based on social
evalualions. -

Almighly's greatest creations is the human
being . "Manu' says --- "The creator (Brahma)
had divided his body into two halves, where one
half is male and other half is female . " Since
both were the two half of Brahma, but it is pity
to see that there is a big lag between men's and
women's status and values. Women who consti-
tute one half of the world and without whose
presence the survival of world can never be im-
agined, she is said to be the mother of enlire
universe.

If we flash back our memory to the vedic
age then we will see that women in the vedic
age appears to have enjoyed a comparatively
higher status than that enjoyed by her sister in
the post-vedic age. She was regarded the very
centre of the domestic world and was its em-
press women of vedic India were mostly edu-
cated: As they were able to enjoy the studentship,
braham acharya, it was also added possibility for
women to became scholars only so long as they

The Status of Women in India
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were allowed to be initiated for vedic study. In
the scope of education, women were not led back
from men scholars and learned in India at vedic
period. For as we can say -- in 'Upanisads’ --
"Gargi" and "maitryi", in " Ramayana' -- "Tara"
and " Kausalaya"; in '"Mahabharata' --

" Draupadi" ". These were the remarkable learned
lady personalities at their period.

But, as the time wheel passess on, the deg-
radation is seen in the status of women. And here
'Manusmrti' strong views about women image
and status can be flash on. It had given a low
image of womanhood. She is called ---
"Paramada’, a temptress. According to 'Manu' --

"Love of Scandal and lust of sex the creator gave

to women". The saints says women was a great
obstruction in the way of spiritual realization.
"Kabir' called women a hellish well, From this,
one thing is very much clear that ---- Mostly

women is regarded only to the thing of luxuri-

ous and thing of enjoyment.

Man always tried to dominate women.
They had a negative attitude towards women
then. In the name of traditions, women were tried
to keep under the four wall's of house, covered
by purdah without any formal education. They
were bound by restrictions that tended to deprive
women of her traditional status. But later on, a
few eminent person, of India tried to break this
restrictions of women by the orthodox society.

And were also able to succeed in this Séope. Such
as -- 'Raja Ram Mohan Roy', Tshvar chandra
Vidyasagar' etc. _
From then onwards struggle continued
against the social injustice inherent in the Hindu
social System. And slowly became aware of their
intuition, suffering, traumas and trail upon them
by this ortherdox society. 'Manu' says -- "
Women should live under the surveillance in her
Youth or son in her old age, because by doing so
she will make both the families contemptiblc.
But women of today prove it that of course they
need love and co-operation but, not ‘sympathy
and help. By taking part in National Movement,
they become aware for the first time of their ca-
pacities for work, suffering and leadership. They
faced with great challenge by originating them-
selves to fight for the right, both civil and politi-
cal. Through the rapid development in the field
of education, they were able to form their own
identity and personality. They were also able to

engage themselves in various small official post

{o big and powerful administrative post. Educa-

tion has brought women out of the confines of

the house and put them into contact with the
philosophy of liberalism and democratic tradi-
tion of the west.

Modern women of this computer age have

moved this capability of working at any circum- i
stances. They can perform all that men could with

more smartly, confidently and carefully. The sta-
tus of women is changing but not rapidly. It has

became a fashion to say that society has changed. |}

But, in reality, the core of society is still the same
with males considering it a flow to their dignity
to work at home and if they do something, the

same is done as obligation. There is still the smell -

of orthodox tradition were spreading whole over
the society. It is really very pity that in this mod-
ern period also many women were becoming the
victim of many evil traditional behaviour.

The thing seem to be quite different and
difficult for woman in her career and develop-
ment of her status. But the tough fight is stil!

going on. And we were sure with her grit and |
determination, her patience and endurance, to- |

day's more enlightened and worldly --- aware
woman will curve a niche for herself and then
the status of women will be equal to men's
status. O

Marriage is like a bank account . You put it in, you take it out, and you

lose interest.--- Irwin Corey.
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" The Voice of God "

Nobiur- Rohman Borah
T.D. C. 1st Year (Arts)

f

1 bent again upto the ground,
And I heard the quiet sound
Which the geasses make when they,
Come up laughing from the clay.

We are the Voice of God ! they said:
There upon I bent my head
Down again that I might see
If they truly spoke to me. -

But, around me, everywhere

Grass and tree, and mountain were

Thundering in mighty glee,

We are the Voice of Deity !

And I leapt from where I lay :

I danced upon the laughing clay ;
And, to the rock that sang beside,
We are the voice of God ! I cried.
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"God gave every people a cup, a cup of clay and from this cup they drank
their life. They all dripped in the water, but their cups were differents our

cups is broken now. It has passed away."— Rath IBenedict.

"Everymen is ih some aspects’
Like all other men ;
Like some other men ;

Like no other men— Clycte Kleeckhotor.
" A person who has no foe and realise it, has no future’ =~ /Ben 7&/4.41094;.

" Affication teacheth a wicked person sometimes to pray; prosperity

never.' — #3ece 70/11-.00;‘.

"A graceful taunt is worth a thousand insults," — oliceeies ¥iger.

"Of all the ridey that we hungs, of all the pleasures we enjoys,

we can carry no more out of this world than out of a
dream.” — 7omw.a @muwa.

"He who can conceal his joys is greater than he who can hide his
griefs." — 70!1414“1 Kaa;au Lavetes-
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