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SARAT BARKOTOKY

Minister of State GUWAHATI-6
(Independent Charge) Phone

ne : 560503 (O)
Flood Control, 562283 (R)

Assam, Dispur

MESSAGE

It gives me great pleasure to learn that the Organisers of Silver Jubilee
Celebration Committee of Sonari College is going to bring out a Souvenir on the
auspicious occasion of its Silver Jubilee which will be held from 6th to 8th January,
1996.

I hope that the celebration a great success. :

Lastly, T convey my best wishes to the organisers of the celebration
Committee as well as the teachers and students.

Sd/-
(S. BARKOTOKY)

Sri Robin Chandra Konwar,
Editor, Souvenir,

Silver Jubilee Celebration,
Sonari College, Sonari.

MUKUNDA MADHAVA SHARMA, " DIBRUGARH UNIVERSITY

M.A,, PH.D., D. LITT. (CAL). KAVYATIRTHA DIBRUGARH-786 004
Vice-Chancellor ASSAM : INDIA
: 70239 (0)
FH : { 70203 (R)

No. DU/VC/95/4248
25th November ’95

MESSAGE

I am very happy to learn that the Sohari College is going to
celebrate its Silver Jubilee in January, *96., It is indeed a matter
of great pride for any deficit college of the State to have come to
a stage of celebrating its Silver Jubilee. This college could obviously
come to this stage only because of sacrifice, hard work, social
service and generosity of certain ‘persons some of whom might
have aiready passed away. At this moment I pay my homage to
those persons who were associated with the establishment and develop-
ment of this college while they were in this world. I aiso take
this opportunity to congratulat: those organisers who are still alive
and also the members of the College Governing Body, its Principal, .
its teachers, the Ministerial staff and other members of the staff and
whole band of the students, past and present on the occasion of the
Silver Jubilee. :

I wish the Silver Jubilee Celebration a grand success. I also
wish the Souvenir a grand success, and I wish the Sonari College
a very very bright future. : ‘

Sdf— .
( Mukunda Madhava Sharma )




N, K. CHAUDHUHY, PHONB : OFF. 570412

M. 8c., Tech, Ph.D.FIE (1) : RES, 570408
ice Ch ; FAX : 0361—570133
Vice Chancejior GAUHATI UNIVERSITY

Gopinath Bardoloi Nagar
GUWAHATI—781014
Assam : India

6 December 1995

MESSAGE

On the occasion of Silver Jubilee Celebration of
Sonari College I wish to offer my greetings and good wishes
to the students, teachers and other employees, past and
present, of the college and to all others associated with
it. I also express my appreciation of the good work done
by all those whose efforts made it possible for the college
to attain its present state of development. '

I hope Sonari College wil' continue to play an admi-

rable role in the field of higher education for the welfare
of the people of the area. I wish the college a bright
future _and the Silver Jubilee celebration a grand success.

Sdf—
“ ( N. K. Chaudhary )
Vicé-Chancellor
Gauhati University
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‘Almost all historians have to
eulogies the lessons of history as the
truest education and training for
practical life and the study of others
vicissitudes as the most effective, on

indeed the only, school in which the
right spirit for enduring the changes

of fortune can be acquired. How far
I have succeeded in my attempt to
follow this ideal is for readers alone

to judge—sfysl Aton Buragohain and
his times.
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‘As the Assamese people have been
subjected to indelible influences and
changes in the modern times, an
intimate study of the past, is the only
way by which we can get at the
core of the Assamese spirit and the
temper.’
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«A serious defect in the school
curriculam is the absence of provi-
sion of education in social ‘moral
and spiritual values. In the life of
majority of Indians, religion is a great
motivating force and is intimately
bound up with the formation of
character and the inculcation of ethi-
cal values. A national system of edu-
cation that is related to the life,
needs and aspirations of the people
cannot afford to ignore this purpose-
ful force. We recommend, therefore,
that conscious and organized attem-
pts be made for imparting education
in social, moral and spiritual values
with the help, wherever possible of
the ethical teachings of great religi-
ons, ” @3 FWEE Jobe HHg ST

FRGE (wim FARRe SEeag | Sas

SRy afes— « The many ills that
our world of education and our
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society as a whole is suffering today,
are mainly due to the gradual dis-
appearance of the hold of the basic
principles of religion on the hearts
of the people. The old bonds that
kept them together are fast loosening
and the verious new ideologies that
are coming to us are increasingly
worsening the situation. The only
cure it seems to us, is in the deli-
berate inculcation of moral and spi-
ritual values from earliest years of
our lives. If we lose them we shall

he a nation without a soul.
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hold ;
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the
world,
The blood-dimmed tide is loosed

and everywhere
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The best lack all convictions, while the
- worst

Are full of passionate intensity.
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Present teaching and non teaching staff of
Sonari College

Eﬁglish :

Principal : G.

Prof. R. Konwar ( Head of ths Deptt. )

s S. Dutta
» (Mr‘;‘ D. Gﬂgni

Assamese :

Prof. (Ms} S, Borah (Head of the Deptt,)

3 R. P. Gogoi
o B. Mohan
R. Dautta

Political Sc.

Prof. S. Das ( Vice Principal & Head
of the Depti.)
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Feminism and Literature

PDuring the last two decades the
feminist movement has emerged as a
significant factor in effecting an attifu-
ditional ' change towards woman @ and
particularly woman’s status in society in
countries all over the werid. The move-
ment for the ematcipation of women from
the restraints exercised by patriarchal
gociety and for the granting of equal rig-
hts to women along with men had its
roots in the late eighteenth century,
coeval with the French Revolution. The
English feminist, Mary Wolistonecrafi’s
pioncering book A Vindication of the Rights
of woman was pubiished in 1792. Through
the latter half of the 19th century and
first quarter of the 20th, women in Eng-
land, America and the Buropeas countries
collectively struggled for women’s right
to property to employment and entry to
professions to education and participation
in politics so that by the end of the Ist
Worid War ‘most European countries and
America had conceded the basic rights

—Dr. Aparna Mahanta
Head of the Deptt. of English, DU.

to women. In the erstwhile cclonies in
Asia and Africa the success of the natio-
nal liberation struggles and the setting
up of independent democratic or socialist
states ensured equality of status for the
women Who had participated significantly
in such struggles; While this long-drawn
struggle for womean’s rights was expected

to significantly improve the condition

of women in society, in actual fact the
strucfures of exploitation, oppression and
subjugation of women, inhetent in the
well entrenched patriarchal sysiem of so-
ciety, couldnot be changed so easily [In
particular, a better underztanding of the
historical, sociai and cultural forces behind
the systematic subjugation of women ia
society was needed before women could
break out of centuries of oppression, It
is in this context that the new feminist
movement emerged in Europe and Amesrica
after 1968 and also spread to Third World
Countries like India. Through political
in origin, this new femiaist movement
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is intellectual and mainly ideological in
its orientation, It secks to uncover the
hitherto ‘“invisible” history of women’s
oppression and suppression as a class,
and at the same time lay the theoritical
foundations that will enable woman to
assert her rightful place in society as an
equal partner and not as a subordinate.

Feminism bas inspired original and
significant research in all the social scien-
ces, but its impact on literature has
been particularly noteworthy. There are
two reasons for this, OUne of these
is that many of the pioneering feminists
like Mary Wollstonecraft were themselves
writers. It is worth noting, that, before
the late 19th century, writing was the
only respectable profession open to woman,
Here was a field where womsn, other-
wise without any formal education or
professiona} skills, could make a name
for harself like Jane Austen, the Bronte
Sisters, George Eliot, George Sand aad
many lesser known writers, Moreover,
being creative writers; these Wwomen
wrote about the exparienbe they knew
best, the experience of being women in
a male dominated society The second,
and, for some, equally important reason
why feminists are interested in literature
is that it is an important confesting gro-
und, or battle ground for ideology.
A recent study of Jane Austen by marilyn
Bulier is entitled Jane Ausien and the war
of Ideas {19 s The modzra critical view is
that an author doss not express his or
her own ideas in a book, Instead, each
book, or ““text”, is regarded as a coaos-
truct ( something put together ) of the do-
minant, or conversely, the gubversive ideas
and notions of the age, more specifically

of the linguistic structures that shape
and determine thought. Among other
things, sexual attitudes towards women
are conveyed and perpetuated through
these patterns of discourse, and the
relasions of dominance and subjection they
embady, To take the most basic example
the word “man’’ refers to the male sex
but it is also given a universal signi-
ficance by its use for the whole human
species. On the other hand the word
‘woman' is used specificaily for members
of the female sex, and, bescause of is
specific connotation, is given a lesser
value than the word “man’”’. Analysis
of the literary text, along with non-
literary texts, in order to expose its
nsvally sexist bias agsinst woman, and
jts propagations of stereo types of wo-
man as weak, helpless, stupid or evil is
an important part of the feminist age-
nda. At the same time feminism explo-
res how literature can develop alternative
images of woman which are pro-womaa.

Feminist writers like Simone de
Beauvois in her influeatiai The Second
Sex (1949 ) and Kate Millett in Sexual
Politics ( 1970 » explore the treatment of
women in literature written by men and
women to show how usually a distorted
picture prevails In western literature
woman is treated as mysterious as the
« other ** ( Simone de Beauvois) that is
as one lacking a subjective being and
fusctioning only as an object of male
desire. Therefore she is denied indivi-
dual identity. This is the reflection of
woman’s subjugated state in society, Even
woman writers fall into this trap beca-
use they are writing for a male audi-
ence, or have to follow the prevalang

literary conventions, or because they lack
the self-confidence to write as they would
like to write and not what others ex-
pect them to write. However recent fe-
minist writers are challenging the assum-
ptions of the older feminist writers like
de Beauviror who only stressed the nega.
tive side by focnssing almost entirely on
the unfavourable portrayal of woman in
western literature. 'What is called *° re-
visionist ** readings of literaty texts, by
male writers mainly exposing the sexist
biss against women, continue to be mads
by feminist critics. But today, the shift
is towards the positive aspect, by focu-
sing on the study of literature by wo-
mzn writers and the more favourable, or
at least, meaningfu! images of women
they usuazlly project. Examples of such
an approach is in books like Elaine Show
walter’s A Literature of their own (1977)
Ellen Moers Literary women ( 1976 ) These
critics emphasize what can be described
as a ** tradition ”* of women writers, high
lizhting thereby the sense of sisterhood,
of continuity in themes, manners, approach
to life between each gemeration of women
writers from the 18th to the 20th centuries.
Showalter, for instance sees three stages
in this tradition which she Iabsls as
‘feminine’ tup till 188 ) ‘feminist’ (1880-
1520 ) and’ female® ( 1920— ) In the
first stage she sees woman  writers
tike Jane Austen, George Eliot as trying
to  conform to the “feminine” ster-
cotype 0{ women as set by society The

“feminist” writers of the period 1880-1920,

{ that is, the period when the struggle for

women’s rights in the form of the suffr-
ageite movement was Strongest ) are seen
as social rebels who fried to break the
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“feminine® stereotype, but were only reg-
arded as eccentric and uncovnentional.
Iom the “‘female’” stage, Showalter sees
women writers like Virginia Woolf and
later Doris Lessing, Iris murdoch, Marg-
aret Drabble having greater confidence in
their ‘‘femalecers’” and attempting to
create a new female aesthetic based on a
sense of unique female identity that is
free and unself-conscious.

Virginia Woolf, the English novelist,
feminist writer and critic, is a unique
example of the fusion of feminism and
literature. Long recognized as a major
modernist novelist who contributed to
giving a new direction to the English
novel in the early 20th century, she has
lately been ‘‘discovered”’ as a pioneering
feminist writer. Besides her mnovels she
had written extensively on the subject
of wemen and literature in essays and
reviews, besides two polemical feminist
works, 4 Room of one’s Own( 1929) and
Three Guinegs ( 1938 ) Woolf’s uniquencss
is, that, unlike her predecessors among
the major women writers, she was very
gelf-conscious of the fact that she was
a woman and a writer. She voiced the
personal frustrations of an upper middle
class woman, denied a proper education,
and stil! hemmed in by victorian con-
vehtions of prudishoess and repression
As a writer she rebelled against the
current literary conventions governing
the writing of fiction, TIn her 1919

essay “‘modern fiction's, she attdcks tha

“materialists”, the writers H G Wells,
John Galsworthy and Arnold Bennett:
She pleads for a more fluid and personal
approach in the fictional representation of
reality where the writer is mnot content
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merely with the surface reality of things
but probes into the reality of feeling and
congciousness and even the repressed sub
consciousness, the intangibles which make
vp “life” as she sees it, She writes ;

“we= if a writer were a free man and
not a slave if he could write what
he chose, not what he must, if he
could base his work upon his own
feeling and not upon conviction, there
wouid be no plot, no comedy no
tragedy, ne love interest or catastro-
phe in the ‘accepted style, and per-
haps not a single button sewn on as
the Bond street tailors would have it.
Life is not a series. of gig-lamps
symmetrically = arranged ; life is a
lominous hale, a semi transparent
envelope surrounding us from ths
beginning of consciousness to the end.
(‘‘modern fiction™)

In her own fiction Woolf beldly
experimented with this new form and con-
tent of fiction. In novels like Mrs Dallo-
way (1925} and To The Light house (19:7)
she sought to convey this sense of life
as movement and sensation reflected thro-
ugh the shifting consciousness of the
characters. At the same time in characters
like Mrs. Ramsay, clarisza Dalloway and
Lily Briscoe she probes the subjective
conscionsness of women characiers in
maie dominated society.

Besides her own contribution as a
writer towards the development of a female
aesthetic ( literary practice ; of fiction,
Virginia Woolf, through her non-fictional
writings, contributed decisively to a the-
oritical understanding of the problems
faced by a woman writer in a patriarchi-
cal society. Feminist critics like Showalter

are indebted to her for many of the
wormafive concepts in this field of studies.
First of all it was she who drew atten-
tion to the female tradition of writers
(It may be noted here that the word
““tradition’’ is used in the sense in which
T. S. Eliot uses it in his essay ““Tradi-
tion and - the Individual Talent,” as
denoting a continuity of literary practice
that binds any given writer to his pre-
decessors and successors ). In the series
of Common Readers. Virginia Woolf drew
attention to the “‘iives of the obscure” whe
were frequently minor women writers whose
talezts were wasted or who were ignored
as mad or eccentric by the dominant
literary tradition. By doing so she broke the
tendency to treat the major women writers
recognized by the literary canoa, like Jane
Austen, the Brontes or George Eliot, as
exceptional. As the femioist critics today
see it, the great writers could not have
written as they did without the persis-
tent efforiz of the minor writers, the
letter writers, the journal writers or the

second and third rate novelists, whose -

writings are shrouded 'in obsecarity. A
large part of feminist criticism is today
devoted to reprinting and bringing into
focus many of thess forgoiton feminist
pionesrs.

Weoolf’s long essay 4 Room of one’s
own, originated in a series of lectures
she had been invited fo give in a wo-
men's coilege in Cambridge on ths sub-
ject of wemen and fiction. Here she
draws on her own personal experience,
as well as her reading of the women
writers of the past, in order to analyse
the problems faced by a women writer.
The essay is enlivened by her charecteri-

Stic wit and fantasy as she lovingly
recreates the historical conditions in which
women have written, She speculates on
the probable tragic fate of Shakespeare’s
supposed sister and compares it with
that of a successful modern woman no-
velist. Wooif thinks that women lack
the material conditions to become good
writers, which she half-humourously sums
up in her title, *‘ a room of one’s own
and £ 500 a year. Translated, this means
that most women lack the leisure, pri-
vacy and peace of mind or independence
of circumstances necessary to write well.
Scciety denies women the right to inherit
or own property, and even when laws
were made to this end, in actual fact,
few women had absolute control over
their own property. Women were not
given education or professionsl - training
by which they could eara their own li-
ving so they were condemned to life-long
economic dependence on father’s, husba-
nds and sons. Morcover they were gro-
omed to be daughters, wives and mot-
hers whose duty was to serve their men-
foik. More damaging than the material
constraints on women writing are the psyc-
hological constraints, the sense of guilt,
the frustration at the injustice and indiffere-
nce of scciety towards wemean’s efforts and
achievements, the feclings of inadequacy gr-
owing out of the inferior status of women
as a whole. Despite these constraints
women could and did create great liter-
ature but at immense psychological and
emotional cost. Jane Austen and . Eigely
Bronte died spinsters. Charilotte Bronte,
George Eliot and Virginia Woolf were
childless. They did not enjoy fuli emo-
tiosal fulfilment as women, Living in an
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age of greater self consciousness, and
psycho-social crisis and conflict. Virginia
Woolf suffcred all her iife from neuroses
which erupted in periodic ‘insanity. The
writing of each novel created an immense
emotional and psychological drain, She
eventually commitied suicide in 1941 while
suffering from depression following the
completion of her last novel. The perso-
nal awareness of all these issues gives a
sense of urgency to Woolf’s message in
A Room of One’s Own, To write and to
write well, women need to be free in
both the material and psychological sense,

An important contribution of Virginia
Woolf to the subject of women and Iite-
rature is her concept of androgyny (fus-
ion of male-dndro and Gyny female, in
literature ) she believed that some of
the great creative writers like Shakespeare,
Keats, sterne possessed ardrogynuous
minds, that is, not specificaily male or
female but combining features of both.
She believed that this was an ideal that
women writers could also strive for. Show-
alter in A Literature of Their Own con-
demns Woolf as an escapist for advoca-
ting the idea of androgyany by interpreting
it as nothing but a sterile desexing as
if she wanted to escape from her own
intense feminity. But more recent femi-
nist eritics like Toril Moi ( see Fem-
inist Literary Criticism ed. Mary Bagle-
ton, Longman, 199/ ) defend Woolf by
asserting that the idea of androgyny in-
dicates a refusal to be bound down by
the constraints of imposed gender differ-
entiation between  the sexes, by cailing
for a fusion of the qualities traditionally
attributed to men or woman as mascu-
line or feminine but which could just as
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well be cultivated by anybody regardless
of sex. If Shakespeare could ‘feel’ as a
woman is traditionally supposed to do,
why cannot a woman “ihink”, 2 quality
usually assigned to men ? Indeed in her
19 8 book Three Guineas. Woolf asso-
ciates feminism with pacificism implying
that war and agression, associated with
masculine drives for power and domin-
ance, could be ended if men began to
cuitivate the ‘feminine’, qualities of
peace and harmony.

Virginia Woolf did not claim thai
she or her generation of woman writers
could aspire to the caim serenity of the
androgynous vision, The wounds were
too raw, the ‘angularity’ of vision as per-
ceived by the dominant mode, which, she
had perforce , to accept, too sharp to be
smoothed down. But true to her commi-~
ttment to the female tradition she eads
A Room of One’s Own with the hope
that the tradition she and her sister writers
have created will prepare the conditions
in which Shakespear’s unfortunate sister
can be born again, and this time equal
her brother’s literary creation : ‘Drawing
her life from the lives of the unknown who
were her forerunners, as her brother did
before her, she will be born.”” Despite her
own modest claims as a feminist path bre-
aker modern feminist critics, particulaily
of the so called French school of femi-
nism as distinguished from the Anglo-
American school of Showalter and Ellen
Moers, hail Woolf as a major exponent
of a radical break with the traditional
patriarchal modes of writing repiesented
by the realist school of fiction, Virginia
Woolf’s novels are thus read as decons-
tructive exsrcises where the autonomy of

the ‘subject’, a = male concept, is radi-
cally challenged by a = collective consci-
ousness which is nearer to the female
experience. Toril Moi puts the ease for
a new feminist reading of Wooif’s novels
by asserting that the concept of androgyny
for Woolf *“is not , as Showalter argues, a
flieht from fixed gender identities, but a
recognition of their falsifying metaphysi-
cal nature ( see Eagleton, op. cit. p 4n,”
Moi goes on to add that Woolf ‘has urd-
erstood that the goal of the feminist str-
uggle must precisely be to deconstruct
the death dealing binary oppositions of
masculinity and feminity ( Ibid)".

Woolf’s importance therefore is that
she is the first notable woman writer who
succeeded, to some extent, in integrating
her feminist ideals with her literary pra-
ctice. Bven though opinions differ on
the extent of her success in this matter
she is now acknowledged as the picnee-
ring feminist writer who took the first
steps towards creating a genuine female
aesthetic in literature,

In the course of the 2nd World War
and after, women in Europe and America
got immense opportunities for work and
education. The participation of women in
the socialist revolutions in Russia and
China and in the liberation struggles of
the colonies also gave valuable political
experiences Thus the post War women
writers could draw on a diverse field of
experience not available in the restricted
world of Virginia Woolf. For example
Doris Lessing (1917—) grew up in for=
mer Rhodssia inow Zimbabwe) where she
worked as a communist activist before
emigratiag to Britain after the war. Her

magnum opus The Golden Notebook (1962)
sets a woman’s experience within a wider
context of social and historical reality.
Unlike Woolf she can write with a swee-
ping self confidence, for, though the
patriachal order persists, the collective
voice of women is stronger and more
articulate. Lessing is not alone. Irfs Mur-
doch, Murial Spark, Margaret Drabble
ars soms of the names who come to
mind.

In conclusion it can be said that
féeminism has realigned the relation bet-
ween woman and literature. It has put
woman at the centre of the literary end-
eavour both as producer and as ' sub-

Feminism and Literature /7

ject ”, whereas earlier she had only,
unacknowledged, been at the periphery
a literary amatuer and an object. It must
be stated that this, has been, by and
large, the work of women alone, as
the preceeding discussion has implied.
Men, as critics and as writers have not
been notably encouraging to women and
their aspirations, Women havs long wri-
ften for necessity, now they can write
for pleasure. for self assertion, for self
expression and for self defination They
to use simone ds Beauveir's powerful
formulation, nced no longer be only the
¢ Other ”’, but can triumphantly be
themselves the *‘ subject ** ( That which
acts and determiner ) of literature. *

A banker is a man who lends you an
umbrella when the weather i3 fair and

takes it away when its rains.

—Anonymous

One machine can do the work of fifty
ordinary men, No machine can do the
work of one extra-ordinary man,

»«Elbeft Hubbard




Identity card tO the voters :
Its relevance and problems

Election is a8 method of choosing
representatives of people in all Democra-
cies. It is an important machanism reflec-
ting popular will, The legitimacy of
political regime in Democracies depends
on the electoral process and the efficient
functioning of the electoral system. Elec-
tions pot only make the leaders accoun-
table for their performance but also give
an opportunity for popular scrutiny of
policies as well as persons. Further, it
confirms the worth and dignity of the
individual citizen as a human being and
create a truly represeniative body to go-
vern efficiently. In fact, Election is a
means to obtain the consent of ths
governed. In view of this, Electoral re-
forms have been considered as an integral
part of a Liberai democracy.

Realizing the need for an effective

electoral system in our country, several
reforms were brought about during the lasg

—Dr. Girin Phukon
Professor & Head
Deptt. of Pol. Science, D. U.

forty five years in respect of eclection law,
election machinery and election proce-
dures and practices, These include updating
of electoral rolls, single day polling in-
troduction of electronic voting system,
regulation of the plying vehicles, appeint-
ment of observers, increase, of number
of polling booths etc. Many other electoral
reforms have also been suggested from
time to time. Introducton of identity
eards to the voters is a significant step
in this direction, It is alleged that impar-
sonation has besn ome of the most serious
malpractices right from the first general
elections. The government of India and
the Election Commission took serious
view of the problem of impersonation and
bogus voting after the second general
election. As a measure of remedy of
this problems, the Eiection Commission for
the first time introduced the ‘‘identity

card system in Calcutta South-West par-

liamentary constituercy on an experimental
basis in the sixties. But the experiment
was not very much erccuraging : because,
out of 342,400( electors only 21300 were
Photographed and identity cards were
issued to only 2,120,00 voters. This in-
dicates only about 61°4 per cent of the
electorate were made eligible to cxercise
their franchise, Explaining the causes for
the failure of the system, the then Elec-
tion Commissioner roted that “the main
reason for this was that an appreciable
section of wcmen voters refused to be
photographed either by men or women
photographers’®. After the Calcutfa Expe-
rience, the identity card system was not
pursued seriously and the experiment was
almost forgotten for about two decades,
In the eighties, continuous flow of immi-
grants from Bangladesh and Nepal created
a new dimension in the electoral politics
of the country,

The issue of Identity card to the vo-
ters became important also to prevent the
nen-citizens from exercising franchise. In
view of this, the idea of identity card sys-
tem was revived and it was introduced in
the early eighties in Sikkim and encoura-
ged by this experience later in Nagaland,
Manipur and other north-eastern states,
The introduction of identity card was
thought of as an important reform even
in stection to local bodies. For the first
time it was introduced in the Municipal
elections of Andhra Pradesh in 1987, and
it’ became successfuls ‘Thus the photo
identity cards to all eligible voters has
proved to be an important electoral re-
form for the elimivstion of impersonaticn,
bocth capturing and doing . away with
the’ electorate revision of . electoral rolls.

Identity Card to the Voters /9

Urder the system, the voter is permitted
to exercise his frarchise on production
of his identity card and when the elec-
tion cfficers are satisfied that he is a bo-
nzfide voter. There are however two me-
thods of issuing these identity cards. One
is ideniity card as a citizen which enti-
tles bim to use it for any authorised pur-
pose iccluding that of casting his vote.
The other method is to issue a single
Furpose card wherein for every specific
puipcse the individual is given an iden-
tity card indicating his name, age, iden-
tification mark etc. alorg with a phote-
graph properly authenticated by authorised
officers. The process of issuing voter
identity cards involves several steps, is.
Selection and appointment of photograp-
hers, fixing the price for photo, identi-
fication of vofers, taking photos, printing
and preparation of identity cards, distri-
bution of identity cards to the voters etc,
Each segment of work is an important
and detailed process involving several
individuals officials, voters and others,
More importantly, it involves huge funds,

In any case, issuing of photo iden-
tity cards to the voters have become re-
Jevant in our country mainly because of
two reasons : (1) To maintain free and
fair eiections and ( II ) to prevent the for-
eign nationals from exercising franchise.
The criminalisation of politics and the
role of money and muscle power in ele-
cioral politics have created serious prob-
lems of impersonation, bogus voting and
booth capturing in conducting the electi-
ons in a clean manner, These problems
virtually challenge the foundation of de-
mocratic culture of our country. There-
fore elections as the substance of demo-
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cracy and as an important machanism
reflecting popular will have tended to be-
come a farce. Secondly, issuing of photo
identity cards for the voters may be vie-
wed as a measure of checking the conti-
puous flow of foreign nationals from nei-
ghbouring countries particularly to the
north eastern states which is not oaly
creating a great deal of aaxiety in the
minds of aboriginal groups for maintai-
ning their distinct Socio-Cultural identity
but also posing a threat to the integra-
tion of the pation as a whole. The sys-
tem of photo identity card would obvi-
ously facilitate to identify the foreign
nationals as they would not possess the
identity card like the citizens In this
connection, Chief-Election Commissioner
Shri T. N. Seshan, who has been
taking active interest to strengthen the
Blectoral System, recently said ; ‘“‘Photo
identity cards to the voters in Assam
should have been introdaced way back
in 1961 to check the entry of foreign
nationals to the state”’. ( Reported in
The Assam Tribune, May 24, 1995). Fur-
ther the Election Commissioner complai-
fied that Assam and Tripura in Northeast
region have been lagging behind in issu-
ing photo identity cards to the voters,
Terming these two states as “‘late starters”,
( Ibid ) he said that both these states
have failed to make much progress. [t may
be reiterated that in the middle of 1994
Shri Seshan strongly advocated for imple-
mentation of photo identity card system in
election and direcred the «tate to take
neces-ary steps for its implemsntation on
August 27, 1994, He even asserted that

“‘No Identity cards, No Polls’ and pu_t
a deaduae for it. (Jbid, August 28, 1994 ).

Issuance of identity cards to the vot-
ers is, however not a easy task. Before
identity cards are issued, the voters should
be identified properly by the ‘identifica-
tion team’’ so that the same is not issued
to a foreigner. Tssuance of identity cards
as voters will automatically mean that the
person concerned is a citizen, Therefore
it is intended that the issuing of identity
cards should begin only after detection
of foreigners and preparation of a correct
Electoral Rolls. Complexity of the prob-
lems may be reduced, if the identity
cards could be issued to all the bonafide
population of the country ideatifying them
as its citizen. The governmsnt has al-
ready decided to issus idantity cards fo
all the border population of the country
and the same may be extended to all. If
it is dome, the new entrants or the people
having no identity cards will be treated
as non-citizens and no voter’s identity
card wlil be issued to thess people

Despite having enormous difficulties
in identifying a genuine voter. Thz photo
identity card system to the voters, vie-
wed a2z an aspect of electoral reform,
geems to have been well received in those
states where the system has already been
introduced Tt has signalled a new erain
the democratic electoral process. Tt red-
uces scope for bogus voting and minim-
ises the chances of impersonation and
enables identification of the voter easy.

The system has the potential to regain-

the confidencs of the people in the demo-
cratic system. Howesver, the implemsnta-
tion of the system is ndot a easy job It
has numeérous problems and Limitations
such as lack of awareaess among the

people, lack of training and orientation
to the officials, low levels of literacy
of the people, migration of population,
problem of custody of the identity cards
and possibility for carrupt practices. More
importantly, the identity card is no in-
surance against both-capturing or forcibly
stamping the ballot papers in the polling
booths. Therefore, even the voter identity
card cannot prevent other electoral abuses,
the poli officials may have to exercise
their statutory authority. Criticism and
complain against this system can mostly
be 1raced to the deficiencies on the elec-
toral laws and administrative lapses than
to the very concept. What is needed is
that the problem need to be identified
and corrective measures initiated so as
to make the system effective. No reform
would ever be accepted on its intrinsic
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merits alone there would be initial reluc-
tance and even opposition. Therefore,
there is need for educating the people
about the new system : The “‘national
voter awareness compaign” launched by
the Election Commission is a positive
step in this direction. Organised political
parties, voluntary agencies and citizen
forums may also play a constructive role
in educating the people. Over and above
the scheme of photo identity cards to
the voters has great potential for being
helpful in several other uses such as for
implementation of various. plan schemes
like public distribution of essential com-
modities, rural and urban governments etc,
Thus the identity card system is one of
the very important reforms introduced in
India to steamline the election process
and to strengthen democracy, *

Some beoks are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to be

chewed and digested.

—Bacon,

Daylight can be seen through very small holes, so little things will illustrate

a person’s character.

—Smiles.

The first rule of education in all hands, is never. to say anything offensive

to anyene.

A fajlure establishes only this, that
sirong enough

—Yoltaire.

our determination to succeed was not

—Bovee,




Talking along a
beam of light:

The other way to commumcatl()n

—Dr. 8 Gogoi

Reader, Deptt. of Physics, D. U.

Ever since ancient times, one of the
principal interest in human beings has been
to devise means of communications for
sending messages from one distant place
to the other. Hence a number of commu-
nication systems has appeared over the
years. The principal motivations behind
each new one were either to improve the
transmission  fidelity or to  increase
the data rate so that more informations
could bes sent or fo increase the trans-
mission' distance 'between two relay sta-
tions .

The present day communications by
electrical means began with the discovery
of telegraphy by Samuel Morse in 1838,
and subsequently that of long wave length
radio by Heinrich Hertz in 1887 Theo-
ritical considerations reveal that the amo-
unt of informatjons that cac be transmitted
by radio wave is directly related to the
frequency range over which the carrier
wave operates. Hence the trend in the
electrical communication system develop-
ment has beea to empioy the progressively
higher and higher frequencies ; and this
activity led to. the birth of radar, televi-

sion, and microwave links, The commu-
nication systems that employ radio waves
are the familiar teiephones televisions F M
and AM radio, satellite [links, and most
recently the Radic pagiog system all of
which have now become part of our
daily life.

Ths existing telecommunication links
used for telephone conversation sad data
transmission are heavily over crowded,
and frequently suffer from troubtes. Mor-
eover, the numbszr of wire cables remains
were beiow demand till recent times.
Sateilite linke, which now carry 80 percent
of the transcontinental  and trans-oceanic
phone calils, typically produce an annoying
half a second delay, as ths signal has to
be sent over 22,000 miles upto a communi-
cation satellite and back down again,

However. anothsr portion of the
Electromagaetic spectrum that was notin
use till the early sixties is the optical
region. This optical spectrum ranges from
uliraviolst to the infrared region through
the usuai visible region. Interests in
communication at this optical frequency
was created in 1960 with the advent of

LASER, that produces intense light of a
particular frequency. Theoretical calcu-
lation also reveal that a laser beam has
information carrying capacity exceeding
thai of the miciowave systems by a factor
of one hundred thcusand times, which is
approximately equal to ten million TV
channels = With the potential for such
widebard transmission capabilities in mind,
a number of experiments were conducted
using atmospheric as well as goided
optical wave channel. : :

Because adverse weather conditions
often limit the use of the line of sight
atmospheric  optical chaopel, it was
proposed to use some sort of a light
guiding mechanism. Thus comes what we
call Optical Fibres today. And in little
less than a decade from this research
proposal, optical fibre communication
system became a commercial reality. In

design, the fibre consists of a single solid

cylinder, called the core of the fibre,
surrounded by an opaque material, called
the cladding, The refractive index of the
core material may be constant, or varying
gradually from the centre radially, and is
always kept smaller than that of the
cladding material, The core which is made
out of some kind of glass and plastic
material, is electrically non-conducting, but
a beam of light can travel all along the
fibre by means of total internal reflection,
It is along thizs beam of light that people
today are going to talk across the oceans
and continants. The dimension is the size
of the fibre 1s almost equal to that of a hu-
man hair , but.has the capacity to carry
information which is hundred thousand
times more than that carried by the con-
ventional micro wave cable system. Also,
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the massazges are transmitted at the tre-
mendous speed of three hundred thou-
sard kilcmeters every second.

An opticel fibre communication link
comprises a transmitter consisting of a
light source and its asscciated drive
circuitry, a cable offering mechanical and
envirermental protection to the fibre con-
tained inside it, and a receiver consisting
of a photodetector plus amplification and
signal restoring cifcuitry. The cable usu-
ally ccntains severa) fibres, each of which
is an independent communication chanpel,
The prircipal: light seurces are the semi-
conductor faser diodes and light emitting
diodes;, These devices have adequate input
power and the .signals can be impressed
upon them directly by varying the driving
currents to these devices, Also, their
dimensions are compatible to thcse of the
optical fibres. _

The information through the fibre

cable is sent aloog the beam of light
that now serves as the carrier. The de-

tection and cooversion at the receiving

end is dons by photodetector which sen-
ses the luminescent [ight falling wupon
them from the fibre end and converts
the wvariation of the opitical signal into
a correspondingly varying electric current,
Usual photodetectors are the semiconduc-
tor based phototransistors and photodiodes,

This transmission liok has certain ad-
vantages over the conventicnal copper
cables. Because optical fibres have lower
trangmission losses and a wider signal
carrying capacity, such systems can there-
fore carry much more data over Jong
distances, thereby decreasing the num-
ber of wires., Their light weight and
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smaller dimedsions offer a distine! advan-
tage over the bulky wire cables in cro-
wded cities. The noh-electrical nature of
the fibres also provides them with imm-
unity to electromagnetic interference and
lighting, Hence, unlike satellite traasmi-
ssion which can be intercepted from out-
gide, a flbie optic cable is almdst impo-
ssible to tap. After, the principal mate-
rials from which the fibrss are made is
silica, and it is also abundant in nature.

Because optical fibre provides a much
more reliable and versatile optical chanazl,
a flurry of activities was created as early
as 1970 in all areas related to optical
fibre communication system. By 1980,
more than thirty Telecom giaaws of the
USA, UK and Japan have installed joi-
ntly the Trans Altartive and the Trans
. pacific optical fibre cable system conne-
cting most of the major cities of the two
hemisphere. These cables not only carry
telephone conversations, but also TV and
other wideo signals which are densely
packed with informations, and which
would otherwise require a lurge cable
capacity.

The first optical fibre communication
system in our country started opera-
ting between Bombay and Pune ia the
early eighties, Today, the Telecom De-
partment of our country has taken up
an amphibious project of connecting the
'major cities of the country with optical
fibre cables, Even in Assam, oac can see
the Optcal fibre Cable Route being laid
ail along the two major National High-

way. This optical fibres systems when

become operational will definitsly give a

boost to the commercial and business
activities in the regions.

But while the user will take diligent
in this new form of communication sys-
tem, it could providée an uncomfortable
amount of compstition to the commu-
nication Satellite Operator. The Satellite
operators are therefore waiting eagerly to
show some of the drawbacks of the
obtical fibre system. Ironically, the Rese-
arch and Deve'opment wing of the leading
Telecom- gianr, the American Telephone
and Telegraph company, was astonishsd
to find that ths undersea optical fibres
cables emits a radio signal that attracts
a sharp toothed manace the allegator

 Shark that would knock the cables out

of operation for sevaral months before it
counid be reetified.

In order that a fibre can withstand
the stress and strain that occur during
installation and service, the fibres are
incorparated in some type of cable stru-
ctures Those cables are designed in such a
way that they c¢an bz laid with the same
instaliation equipment and techaiquss as
those used in laying conventiona! coppér
cables, In order to protect the fibres fiom
damage, the cables are also incorporated
with some metallic wires. These wires in
term serve for powering the intermediate
repeaters and for carrying voice commu-
nication during cable installation and
fauit repairing. When the undesirable de:
fects wire be miaimised to a tolerable
level, the time will not be far off when
the continent will be brought much cio-
se together and ons wil have audio
visual acess to any where else just by
turning the receiver on and off. [:]

GO0Od Nutrition and Health

| Especially the protein and Vitamin—¢A’ ]

The word ‘‘Nutrition’”” comes from
the word “‘nourish” and it includes all
the ways in which thé food we eat are
used in the body for growth, energy ahd
good health, Nutrition plays an impor-
tant role in the promotion and mainta-
nance of good health and in prevention of
bhuman diseases. If a person donot eat
the right foods or donot eat enough, is
malnourished and is called malnutrition,

A good nutrition, is highly essential
for the attainment of normal growth and
development 1t includes not only the
physical growth and development of a
person, but also the intellectual develop-
ment, learniog and bshaviour are affacted
by the malnutrition. During the childhood
the malnutrition delays phy.ical and
mental growth ; such children arc slow
in crossing their “goals” and are slow
learners in school. It is found that the
nutrition affects normal heaith irom birth
till death.

—Ranjit Ck. Buragohain
Head of the Deptt, Botany
Sonari College

Food is used by the body for the
nourishment or for its growth and main-
tenance. Which are obtained from plang
of many kind, and from birds, fish, and
animals etc, The chief constituents of
food are as below—

1) Protein.

2) Carbohydrates,
3) Fats and oily.
4y Vitamins.

51 Minerals and
6; Water,

The protein, fats and Carbohydrates are
called the * proximate principles ” on
the Energy yielding foods, Together with
water they form the bulk of food, The
human body is composed of the above
six constituents and has the following
approximate composition —

1) Water ~ 63%

2) Protein — 1 T%

3) Pat — 129,
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-4y Minerals — 7Y%
5) Carbohydrate— [9%,

Here I am trying to mention only
about the protein and the viiamin — *A"
Sources of Protein :

a) Animal Sources — The animal
proteins are superior to vegetable protein
because they contain all the essential
“* amino acids ’ needed by the body and
are found in meat, fish, milk, egg
etc,

b) Plant Sources — Plant proteins
are readily avaiiable in pature, The pulses
such as Arahar, Chana, Moong contain
approx. 25% of protein, ‘° Soy Bean ”
is unique among pulses because it con-
tain over 40%, of protein, Cercals such as
rice and wheat also contribute a good
amount of protein in vegetarian dieds,
In general, vegetable proteins are defici-
est in one or more of the essential
amino acids needed by the body, hence
they are rather inferior to animal protein
Functions :

a) For growth and development :
They fornish the building material i. e,
the amino acids from which the body
proteins are synthesized,

b) For repair of body tissues and
their maintenance : It has been shown
that the body proteins are constantly
being broken down; they have to bs rep-
faced for which the fresh protein intake
is required.

¢) For synthesis of antibodies, Enzy-
mes and Hormones ¢  Antibodies, Enzy-
mes apd hormones contain protein. The
bedy requires protein to produce them.

Protein contents of some foods.

FOOD. PROTEIN,
gm. per i00 gm of food

Animsal Foods.

1)y Milk 32— 43
2) Meat 18:0— 260
3) Egg 130

4j Fish 1570— 230
Plant Foods.

1) Cereals 60— 130
2) Pulses 21°0— 280
3) Vegeiables i— 4

4: Fruits i—-3

5) Nuts 45 — 29°0

6) Soya bean 4,2

The standard daily allowances of
protein for adult and chiidren r2comen-
ded by Indian council of Medical Resea-
rch 1968 ) are as foliows :

Recomended proiein Allowances

Particulars. Daily requirement.,

1) Man (55 kg) 55 grams,
2) Woman (45 kg) 45 »
Woman pregnancy 55
Lactation, (e
3) Infant beiow siz months
about 2 gmjke.
Infant— 7-12 months 1-5 gmy/kg.
Child— 1-3 years, 17—20 gm.
Child— 4-6 years, 22 gm.
Child— 7-9 years 33 gm,
Child— 10-12 years 4] gm.

Vitamins :
Vitamins are complex substances. They
are required in very small amount by

the body. The vitamins do not yield ens
ergy like fats® and carbohydrates but take
part as catalysts in various body proces-
ses, The vitamins protect the body against
ill health infections and diseases, There
are two groups of vitamins :

1} Fat scluble vitamins— A, D, E nnd K.
2) Water soluble vitamins— B and C.

Vitamin— A, (Retinol} :

Vitamin ‘A’ occurs in two forms A,
and Ay The important oue from the
standpoint of human nufrition is vitamin
A or retinol, which is available in cry-
staline form.

Vitamin ‘A’ is a fat soluble vitamin,
Its chemical name is ‘Retinol’. Surveys
carried out by the ‘National Institute of
Nutrition in Hyderabad (India) indicate
that 89 of children between the age
group of 6 months and 6 yecars had vita-
min ‘A’ deficiency signs in some couustries,
including India. Vitamin ‘A" deficiency isa
major cause of preventable blindness,

Functions of Vitamin A :

The function of vitamiao ‘A’ are not
still well understood. The knewn func-
tions are as follows - —

1, It is needed for mnormal vision and
health of the éyes.

2. It is needed for the epitheliall tissue
(ie skin. mucus membrape ) of the
body.

3. It is connected with growth, especi-
ally the skeletal growth.

4. It is anti-infective, i, e. piotects the
body against microbial infections.
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Sources of Vitamin - ‘A’ :

1. Animal Sources -~ Foods of animal
origin such as Butter, ghee, egp, milk, liver
and fish are good shurces of vitamin— ‘A*

2, Vegetable and fruits : The chea-
pest  sources of vitamin ‘A is green leafy
vegetables such as Amaranth, Coriarder,
Drum-stick leaves etc. and vegetables like
carrot, pumpkio, rips fruits ( eg mango,
papaya, tomatoes ) are also rich sources
of vitamin-‘A’

The precursor of vitamin- ‘A’ is known
as carotene. In green leafy vegetables has
higher its caroténe contents. The caro-
tenes are converted into vitamin- A in
the walls of the small intetine and stored
in liver mainly,

3. Vitamin- A is also found in tod-
or shark fiver ocils as a patural sources
where ome T. S, F. of cod or shark liver
cil contains about 6,000 i. u. ( International
unit where 1iu of vitamin- A = 0 3 kg,
rational ) of vitamin-A,

Important sources of vitamin— A

Source Kg / 100 gm

RICH SOURCES ;

Cod liver Oul, 10,6400 — 100,000
Shark liver Oil 9,000 — 16.000
Liver 6100 — 10,000
GOOD SOURCES .
Butter 720 — 1200,
Ghee 610 — 7 0.
Egg. (hen) 300 - 400
Carrot, 35 - 650
Green leafy vegetable 3125~ 2000
Mango ( Ripe ) 377 - 750
FAIR SOURCES :
Milk. 50 60,

Fatty fish 3 — 40,
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Effects of deficiency of vitamin-A :

1. Nightblindness : Nightblindness on
Nyctalopia i¢ the earliest symptom of vita-
min’s deficiency.

2. Xerophthalmia : Xerophthaimia lit-
erally means ‘‘dry eye’’. The white portion
of the eye becomes “dry” when the eye
lids are kept open for half a minute or
so. This is am early clinical sign of
vitamin A deficiency,

3. Bito’s Spot : These are brownish,
trianguiar raised, foamy patches seen
cn the white portion ( cosjunctiva ) of
the eye. Which is a vitamin-A deficiency
sympton of eye,

4 Keratomalacia : The corasa (blask
portion of eye) of th: eys become soft
and loss its tramsparancy The softening
may affact a part or whole of the cot-
nea. If not promptly treated, it leads
to complete collapse or destruction of the
eye ball, resulting bliadness,

Toxicity of Vitamin- A :

Liver can stors large amount ( abo-
ut 100,030 + of vitamin-*A" when {fed on
kg diets rich in vitamin-A. These reserve
may iast for 6 to 9 months. I[ntake of
largz amount of vitamin-A over proloa-
ged period is foxic, Symptoms such as
headache, irritability, vomiting aad ano-
rexia have bsen observed, L 4

“Genius i3 one perceat inspiration and ninsty-nine percent perspiration.”

“A really great man is koown by ¢ ree

—Thomas A. Edison

signs — gonzrosity in the desigo,

humanity in the execution, moderation in success.”

— Bismarck

-

*I have learned to seek my happinsss by timiting my desires, rather than

in attempiing to satisfly them.””

— John Stnart Mil

“Dost thou love life? Then do ast squanler timy for that is the stuff

life is made of”.

—Benjamin  Franklin

‘Life is the art of drawing sufficient conclusions from msufficient premises *?

- Samuel Boiler

Leonardo

The Fusion of Art and Science

Mr, Dalton discovered s note book
filled with the drawing and comments of
the Ttalian Artist Leonardo da Vinci
during the reign of George III. Ever
since, this all important glimpse into the
kaleidescopic mind of this arfist scientist
inventor has remained in the possession
of the British ruler.

Da Vinci had willed his roultifaceted
research, drawings and studies for his
masterpices to his  pupil and friend,
Francesco Melzi and his son sold the
collection to Poempeo Leoni, a scuiptor
who was in Milan between 1582 and 1590
Leoni assembled the material into a vast
note book. Sometime later the monumen-
tal painter, Paul Rubens examined the
material and described the extraordinary
range of the notes and drawings, This
was the first record that any such work
by Leonard existed.

During his lifetime Leonardo had
heen very mysterious sbout his research
P-rhaps he was fearful of being charged
with witchcraft. Many of his notes were

— Pallay Jyoti Dutta
T. D. C. 3rd Yr. ( Science )
Deptt. of Botany

found to be only decipherable when read by
reflaction in a mirror. He had died leaving
a rather small coilection of finishad and
indisputable paintings, the most famous
being “‘Mona Lisa? two versioas of “The
Madonna of the Rocks” and “The Last
Supper.” His life was dogged by projzcis
which either fell through or were destroved.
QOn the surface hea must have appeared
something of a failure at his death.

Thereafier the amagzing volume of his
research was acquired by Thomas Howard,
EBarl of Arundel. It contained the most
remarkable precise studies of human ana-
tomy, physiclogy, inventions’’ in the realm
of engineering oniy °*reiavented’” in the
last hundred years or so, exquisite studizs
of Nature and astouandig topozraphical
maps. Aruandel took a collection to Ho-
fland where ecograving of them were pub-
lished in 1645

The next year Arundel died in Italy,
at Padua, leaving his widow in Amater-
dam Here there is some evidence that
the greatest of the Dutch painters Rem-
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brandt saw the Countess da Vinci’s collec-
tion. For more than fifty years nothing
more was recorded as to the fate of the
drawings and notes. But in 1690 a secretary
of king William I the Dutch art con-
noisseur. The Queen showed Huygens the
notes and drawings of Leonardo da Vincis

The royal collection is seldom seen
except in reproduction, Ttis now on dis-
play and drawings remarkable crowds to
the Queens Gallery which Is attached to
Backingham palace, Possibly this private
record of the most enclyclopaedic mind
known within the history of Art exerts
an exceptional interest today because these
studies for paintings that were in fact
actually completed, or projected paintings
and sculpture, and scientific research in
the modern sense, unite the creative and
scientific impulses. This aspect of da Vin-
ci endows him with an appeal to the
modern mind.

His field of investigation, be it the
interior of a factory, the vital organs,
or the fall of drapery is illustrated with
a powerful yet delicate artistry that sta-
ggers the viewer with both its beauty
and its paintsking care. The 143 items
on exhibition selected from the 234 folios
of the Windsor Castle collection, represent
only approximately one third of da Vinci's
1 570 recorded drawings which made up
the original Melzi collection. But they
demostrate that throughout Leonardo’s wo-
rking life his creative impulse and his sci-
entific drives went hand in hand. the scie-
ntific serving as the base for the * reality *’
of aspect of his creative work.

Those of his paintings which have sur-
vived prove that da Vinci was a very great

artist. But it is his research and drawings
as part of this which reveal the extent to
which Leonardo could see into the future
and invent mechanisms which would be
re-invented subsequently. For years on end
he was obsessed by the idea that man must
fly. He contructed, at least on paper, nn-
merous designs for a flying machine. These
were based on his study of the flight of
birds and the construction of bird wings.

Paradoxically, while he abhorred vio-
lence, there was nothing irreconcilabie
for him in designing a great number of
armaments, inciuding a tank on very much
the same principle as modern tanks, and
at the same time, embarking on designs
for town planning such as bave only been
reconceived in this century,

Again there is the paradox of the
creator of the most beautiful and exalted
images of people the Virgin Mary, the
‘Saints, -Christ— covering sheets and sheets
of paper with grotesque heads.

Of extreme handsomeness in youth,
he aged into a harsh bitterness as testi-
fied to by his many self-portrait draw-
ings, Butthe images and notes confided
to his sheets of paper are incredibly
tender. Two of his most exquisite studies
—the resuit of his actual anatomical dis-
scctions— are those of an embryo within
a woman's uterus and several other siudies
of foetal position. Surrounding the major
study with- its pinkish flesh like wash
are his equations of the human embryo
with buds striving to open.

In 1487-89, Leonardo embarked on
his earliest swmiviving anatomical studies,
concentrating upon the most detailed
drawings of the human sku!ll often con-

trested with, for example, the neck
bores of a cow, Two years later he pro-
duced a further skull series section alizing
the skull from different positions and
showing the presence of intracranial mer-
ves and blood vessels,

This Treatize of Anatomy is full of
ccrmparisions. In 1508, spproximately, he
noted “you shall figure the legs of frogs
which have great similarity to the legs
of men, as well as inp the bones as in
the muscies, ' He was iccking in the
dirccticn which weould lead fo the Darw-
nism theory of evolution. ;

As an apatomist he was an innovator,
In one of his studies of the human brain
he ventured to inject wax into the cere-
bral ventricles and recorded the effect,
This was a prime contribution to the work
of subsequent anatomists, He trained
himself in apatomy from practical obser-
vation studying alike man, horse, bear
and cow,

But his scientific research exceeded
the realm of man, exteriorly and inter-
iorly, and animal. He spent a wvast am-
ount of time observing and recording
nature. This cobservation commesiced in
his extreme youth in the village of Vinci
where his father as Notary. On the

\
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hillsides near his home he observed and
wondered about the presence of marine
fossils and, throughout his life, hs preser-
vered in studies of plants of the format-
tion of rocks and, above all, the move-
ment of water.

Many of his drawings of waves and
eddies are realistic, but in his time when
art was stylistically based on realism, he
also recorceived water in an almest abs-
iract design. Possibly, the most thought-
prevoking siudies of Leconardo are his
numerous remarkable maps all of which
have a characteristic of aerial views, The
siudy and imgination displayed in these
meps in phenomental. They seem to sum
up the fusion of da Vinci’s scientific and
creative approach

Yet there wers other sides to the
extra ordinary Leonardo da Vinci-strange
ones and intensely modern. Amidst ail
hiz scientific studies, and studies for
paintings, two ‘‘off beat” pages'are to be
found.  One is distincily surreatist a pre-
gnant etephant headed woman piaying a
horn, the horn being an extension ' of
her trunk and a page of small contrasting
scenes which looks exactly as if he had
prepared a script for a film, perhaps a
cartoon. -

“Wise men talk because they have something to say; fools, because they

have to say something.”

‘“Call yourself an honest man ard

one less ra:cal in the world"”

- Plato.

tken ycu may be sure that there is

—Carlyle,



The Art of the Narrative in
Jiwanar Batat, Ganadevia and Watir Manish

The three povels -—Bina Barua’s
Jiwanar Batat, Tarashankar Bandopadhya-
y2’s Gana Bevta and Kalindi Charan Pani-
grahi's Matir Moanish — are three distince
'tively different novels in three Indian Jan-
guages, each occupying an important place
“in its history of literature, bat they ali
belong to a common Indian literary tra-
dition in so far ‘as the viiions of the
authors were shaped by the same curre-
nts and cross-currents of socio-political
history. They all beloug to pre-indepen-
dent Indian, The novel as an art form
is not Indian but the three novealists
made it their own by holding up to wi-
Tror an emerging «pattera of change ca-
used by the growth of industriatization,
science and technology. None of th:m

has written a chroaicle but a!l the three *

novels have plots intimately woven with
the social changes characteristic of the
first few decades of the twentieth century.
The personal relationships, hopes, strugg-
les, happiness and chagrins of the chara-
cters silhouette against the backdrop of
a rapidly changing sociopolitical scenario,
Age old social institutions and values

—Dr. Ananda Bormudoi
Department of English, D. U,

begin o give way to a niw order. The
pattern of the newly emergiag order is
not clear but the vital contour of the
old order is rapidly oblitecated by the
changes. Crisis of faith becomes wamis-
takably manifest and the process of dis-
solution that has set in, caapot assure
anyone that the changes, though irrever-
sivle, are invariably for the better.

Assamess, Bengali and Oriya are diff-
erent languages, and customs, conventions,
usages and cultural ethos, like the topo-
graphy, have their distinctive features, but
the true worth of the novels lie in their
rising above the geographical and social
surroundings to belong to the whoie of
India. The wortd around them made the
noveiists uscomfortable and they felt at
home only in human matters, and this
humanity constitutes the greatness of the
threz novels.

Among other things that these three
noveis share in common, one striking

thing is the art of the narratives. This

papar proposss to examine some features
of the narratives.

A story with a clear outline and a
bunch of characters are the major pre
occupation of all the three novelists. Fai-
thfu! documentation of the reality and
keen psychological insight into the inner
working of the mind of the characters
are some of the common characteristics,
Jiwanar Batatr and Gana Devta can be
called novels with epic dimensions. So
many characters are handled by both tha
novelists against a very large backdrop
and the characters have their moments
of glory as well as bumiliation and defeat.
It is the omniscient narrator who goes on
telling the story in third persoa most of
the time in all the three novels. Third
person narration and dramatic dialoguss,
now and then, apparently constitute the
art of the narrative of the novelists But
the conventional narrafive art also hides
many a shade of differences in all these
thiee novels. Irony and a subtle senss
of humour are some of the features of
the narrative that the novelists share in
common, At times, the authore withdraw
and let the action take its own course,
The authors would put the whole drams
before us by introducing a dramatic situ-
ation through use of doalugues, and then
the authors would interferc and take over
the narration,

' Bina Barua’s novel Jiwanar Batar is
g schematic novel cleariy divided into
four sections and each section is epigra-
phed by lines from traditiona! Assamese
folk songs packed with worldly wisdom.
Caste and illiteracy have always been an
important factor to determine an indivi-
dual’s status in a sociery and the nove-

2. Ibid, P, 51

1. Bina Barua, Jiwanar Batat, P. 35.
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lists have dealt with it. In Gana Devia

Chiru Pal’s desire to become Srihari Gho-
se in an important theme and in Jiwanar
Barat it is stated that the fall of the
Ahom Kingdom made it free for all to
and whatever surname they liked to their
names, The title that suffered most was
*Barua ', A major character of the novel,
Kamala-Kanta, was the descendant of one
such Barua family. The love for a title
that one is not entitled to, speaks for
the feeling of inferiority of the social
climbers whose social status did not grow
proportionately to their material progress.

-

A striking feature of ' Bina Barua’s
marrative is to begin a crucial incideat
with a broad general statement; it is a
movement from the general to the parti-
cular. For example, the author narratss

the sudden death of Tagar’s mother with
the statement : * Good luck is the firit

traiter of man’ . ' At times, the broad
general statements in form of dialogues
of characters are used to create an iro-
nical sitvation, The Gaonburha advises
the mahout : ** Right action depends on
a sound heaith.” ' But the imperative
to the mahout Sukmol is to take his
doss of opium which the laster has pro-
mised not to touch anymore. In another
situation, the daughter of the Rai Baha-
dur tells Kamala Kanta who has got a
first class in philosophy : * It is a sy-
mptom of the good hoys that they under-
rate  themselves. *’ * But this statement

i$ no compliment and the marriage turns

out to be an unhappy one. I[n Tarasha-
nkar also, broad general statements are
not uncommon For example, the author

3. Ibid, P 31
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states : ‘‘ For a mother who subsisis on
the money that comes from the flesh
trade of her daughter, the rule of a
shirp look is insurmountable.’”” ¢ urga’s
mother has taken four annas in advance
from Hamdu Sheikh to sell a buliock
but the daughter sileices the mother sim-
ply with a glance at her. In another
situation, author sfates ¢ * Man is ali
agog to kpow the secrets about his nei-
ghbours. * & After this statement, the no-
velist narrates how Taracharan visits di-
flerent families from morning till night to
coliect cne family’s secrei to pass it on
tc amother. In Matir Manish also there
are broad pgereral statements, but they
often come as the author's comment on
incidents, For example, the author says:
“If the two minds do not agres, there
woeuld be no peace or happiness. > Tho-
ugh the author makes the statement, it
comes by way of Baraju’s opinion on the
shortcomings of the relationship between
Baraju’s wife and the younger sister-in-
law, Since the day Baraju stopped tal-
king, tbe elder sister-in-law had not utt-
ered a word to the younger sister-in-law,
but that was not enough. There were
otber things too snd the most important
thing was one’s mind.

The three novelists nor only create
dramatic situations through dialogues, but
at times, they can put the drama before
the readers through third person. narra-
tive. It is picturised drama. Baraju to-
tally stopped tulking in the K house and
did not respond if his wife asked him
anything. His silence made the aimosp-
here suﬁ'nc:_it_mg for Harabou. Her escal-

ating tension and the dramatic situation
come out through the author’s narration ;
*“ Day after day passed, Baraju never
talked. Sometimes, he looked as if he
did pot understand anything .. He has
taken an oath; how can he deviata be-
fore the goal! iu achieved ! Without oil,
his hair looked dry and unkempt; his
body flost its luctre, When Hurabou, as
usual, came to him at night to massage
bis feet with oil, Baraju would leave the
piace instantly  Hurabon did not appre-
ciate it; but now sha feit like crying,
The sitvation narrated here is full of
tensicn, but the author, by deciding not
to -accelerate the movement of ths story,
has gone for a picturised drama. In Ji-
wanar Batat aiso, at times, sitwations,
saturated with dramatic tensions, are sim-
ply narrated by the author. Aq example
is the sitnation in front of the police
station after the arrest of Dharani’s wife :
‘* Dharani was surprised at the shouting
of the excited crowd in front of the
police station, Kandarpa Kabiraj who re-
mained bed-ridden almost all rhroughout
the year due to rhumetic pain, alse came
tottering with his stick. Knocking the
groupd with the stick, he was urging

upon the crowd {o enter the police sta-

tion compound Revenge icomed large on
every face *° ¢, Picturised drama is a stri-
king feature of Tarashankar also. He des-
cribes in his own words how Durga took to
prostitution and the third person narra-
tive is fult of dramatic conflicts and
teosions. The narration, instead of a
dramatic situation, helps the author to
exercise economy of words: A few
hours after, she returned home with a

4. Tarashankar Rachanavali, Vol. 3., P. 148.

5. Ibid, P. 138.

6. Jiwanar Batat, P. 36,

five rupee note tucked up to the fringe
of her clothes. She came back to her
mother along the wrong road with a
mixed feeling of terror and unexpected
favour of money from the Babu. She ran
away because she had heard it from the
Babu that her mother-in-law was an
accomplice. Having heard the tale, the
mocher’s eye shone as if an easy way of
life suddenly illuminated before her, and
showing that path to her daughter, she
said that there was no need of going
back io the mother-in-law’s house’7

Tarashankar has an irresistizle love
for the details, and at times, he piies up
facts in a way that meariy blurs the thr-
ead of the story. But the next moment
he would pick up the thread and mars-
hal things rapidly. Between two short
dialogues also the novelist accommodates
several episodes. In 1926, the government
proposed a new seittement of land in
Bengal and the people got scared thin-
king that they would have to pay for
the settlement, and land revenue wounld
increase. Debu was asked to draft an
application bur he did not do it becauss
he had previous disappointments in app-
eals through applications. Harishkaka asks
Debu : ‘“Have you drafted 7’ and Debu
replies : ‘Mo Harishkaka 1 haven't”.
In between these two short dialcgues
comes Debu’s recollections of sending
applications to the Police Comumissioner
and Mr. S. K. Hazra, 1.C.S. and all that.
The recollections spread over three pages
{(pp. 196-198). The episodes are highly
dramatic and interesting, but from the

“point of view of the art of the narration,
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the fact is that they come in between
two short dialogues in form of a digression.

The chuok of life which Borua, Tar-
ashankar and Panigrahi, and especially,
the first two, cover in their stories is far
tco great to be shown to the readers in
s series of purely dramatic scenes and the
novelists give their general point of view
of the matter from time to time, In
Bina Borua's novel, the author’s point of
view is unmistekeble in ‘the description
of the social forces affeciing the mode
of lite of the peasants. To quote : * The
entire southern bank of the Brahmaputra
having been occupied by the people from
Mymensingh, flood watesr ceased to come
to this area . On ths other hand, the
Assam Bengal and the Silghat Chapar-
mukh railways biocked the banks of the
Kapili-Yamura and the Kapili waters,
finding no outler, flooded and flushed out
the villages m this area every year.” ®
The author also gives his own point of
view on how the cottage industries star-
ted deciining in the competition with
manufaciured arricles, Tarashankar also
gives his own summary and point of
view of the events$ “ Here the war tum-
bled down everything. What a damnabie
war have the English faught against the
Germans There have always been pain
and suffering, nut there have never been
such pain and suoffering as in the post
war period. ” ® Tmmediately after a dra-
matic dialogue, Panigrahi would add hig
summary and point of view of a situation,
In a quarrel scene, for exampie, a dra-
matic dialogue of abusive language is foll-
owed by the author’s comment: *“ How

7. Tarashankar Rachanavali, p. 147.

8. Jiwanar Batat, P. 116. 9. Tarashanker Rachanavali. P. 123.
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-could Hurabou tolerate all this ? When

Baraju was not home, she too uttered
a word or (wo occasionally, and thea
kept quiet. A word from Harabou was
esough io make the younger danglier-
in-law mad with anger.”’

The way in which the mnovalists aui-
henticate a particutar incident or happening
also makes an interesting study. In Jiwa-
nar Batat, for example, the rumour sprcads
that Dharani is going to marry an Ahom
girl from the east and he would lose his
caste, HMis cousin Sunada sends Manohar
with the mission of. breaking off the
engapement on the le that Dharani’s
mother is sericusly iil. Manohar being a
simple and i_nmcent' youngman, betrays
the truth to Dharani. But to make sure
that Dharani’s would be father-in-law is
not an Ahom, and a man having a social
status. Manohar fakes a personal sto:zk
of the situation, The novelist authenti-
cates the caste and the social status of
Bapuram Bora by locking at the situa-
tion from Manohar’s point of view : “The
compound is spacious. It occupies 4 pura
of land. Tt is a whitewashed houss with
& masonry plinth. It resembles the tinned
bungiows of clerks and lawyers in the
towns 10

Tardshankar has his own way of aut-
henticating a faci. Looking at the Chandi-
mandap through the eyes of Debu, the
author says: ‘‘Once this Chandimandap
was the heart of the village, the centre
of the lJife force. Religious rituals,
festivals of merry-making, annaprasana,

- marriages and shradhas-all these were held

here””'' Tn a chinged situation, the
Chandimandap does not mean to the
villagers as much as it did in the past,
But to convey the idea of changes sym-
bolicaily through the dwindling codition of
the Chandimandap, its past glory has to
be authenticated. Dabu’s opinion aloae
is not enough to authenticate the glory.
Debu’s classmate Biswanath suggests that
the Chaodimandap shouid bs convertad
to a co-operative bank. So, the novelisg
depends on the last wish of an old Wo-

man-Rangadidi or Rangapishi to authen-

ticate ; “’At the time of death, you darry
me over to this place | Chandimandap ]
and make me sieep ’’!?

About the novels of Tarashankar, it
has been said : “The conflicts ‘between
agricuiture and machine civilization, the
unequal competition between agrobased
economy and industrial policy, the con-
flict between the business commuaity and
the feudal lords, the rebellion of the
individual against village administration,
reformation and values-all these changes
have besn painted in the novels of Taras-
hankar.”’'® The author further states that
the pictare of the total man, living na-
ture and rapid social changes have made
Tarashankar the chronicler of the time.
Io the words of Prof. Srikumar Bando-
padhyaya, Tarashankar’s vision of the
past dees not cease with articulating the
dacadenc: of feudalism and change but
discovers the mystery of social awareness
emanating from spiritualism. In the words
of Tarashankar himseif, ‘‘.es--- justice,
morality and truth for which revolution

10. Jiwanar Batat, p. 67.

11. Tarashankar Rachanavali, p. 172.

12. Ibid, p. 181.

13. Dr. Arun Kr. Mukhopadhyay, Kaler Pratima, p. 22

is wanted, originate from faith in God.” '+

Nyayratna tells Debu the last part of
the story about the Brahmin who lost his
wifs and children for saving the Salegram
stone. Debu’s wife and the child died of
cholera, The story ends with God revea-
ling Himself to the Brahmin. The story
is a parallel to the actual incidents in
Debu’s life. Towards the end of the novel,
the author comments : * He | Nyayara-
tna | would not live long. But his me-
mory and the ideals would be born
anew. ”’ '® Tarashankar is loyal to idea-
lism, heritage, spiritual reformation, his
social consciousness and humanism, but
his scepticism and doubt are - those of
modern man.

All the three novels are realistic and
faithful pictures of rurai life in three sta-
tes of India. About the novel of Mr.
Panigrahi it is said : ** Matira Manisha
invokes an intimate portrait of Oriya
rural life, Characiers such as Baraju,
Chhakadi, Harabou ( Baraju’s wife: Ne-
tramani ( Chhakadi’s wife j . Hari Mishra
and Dharama, a Bauri ( an untouchable )
have almost 'become archetypal, ”’ '¢ In
Matir Manish as in Ganadevta, the rural
life that is beginning to change has been
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influenced by the fsudal land lords, In
Jibanar Batat, however, there is no feu-
dalism and life begins to change due to
immigraton, flood, arrival of manufactu-
red goods in the market and the non-co-
operation movement. About Panigrahi’s
novel it is stated ; “ In the pre-indepen-
dencz period a handful of novels like
Matir Manish of Kalindi Charan Panig-
rahi ... could be considered as landmarks
in Oriya fiction,”” '7 The other two nov-
els also occupy very important places in
their respective literatures. The Assamese
novel is considered the greatest of the
novels written so far in Assamese -

Third person narrative of an omni
scient author, dramatic dialogues and si-
tuations, changing point of view, creation
of ironical situations, a fise sense of hu-
mour ( felt especially in Jiwanar Batat)
simplicity of oarration, thoughts and felt
emotions, a realistic and faithful docume-
ntation of the details to mirror up the
entire  social life, concern at the lot of
the suffering and toiling masses etc, are
some of the common features of the
threc novels, There are many features
common to make them three major I[ndian
novels. - *

14.: /Quoted in-Kdler Pratima, p. 23.

15. Tarashankar Rachanavali, P. 369.

16. Modern Indian Literature : An Anthology, Chief Editor K. M. George, Vol. ) Fal st
17. Indian Literature since Independence, ed. K. R. Srinivasa Iyengar, P. 207,
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Attitudes

~ Bidhan Sinha
B. A. 3rd yesr

The winner is always a .part of an answer
The loser is always a part of a problem.
The winper alwavs has a programme

The loszer always has an excuse.

The winner Says, ““Let me do it for you”

The loser Says, “That’s not my job,”

The winner sees an answer for
every problem

The lozer sees a problem for

every answer.

winner Says “It may be

difficult but possible™

The loser Says, ‘It may bs possible
but it is too different.”

When a winner makes 2 mistake,
he says “I am wrong.**

When a loser makes a mistake, he says
It wasa't my fault”’

A winner goes threough e probiem-—

A loser goes around it and  never
gets past it.

A winner Says “ 1 am good but not as
good as I ought to be”

A Joser Says "I am pot as bad as a
lot of other people”

So let us all strive to be winners. 3%

Th

(e

Feelings

—Bidhan Sinha
B. A, 3rd year

Sunrise and sun sef

Both seem the same

But are different,

When you do bad and when you teach bad

. Both seem to be different

But are the same.
Human beings and animals
Both seem different
But are the same.
When breeze touches me and make me cool
What I feel, what I feel
Oh: it's just impossiple to raveal
When buds sprout and flowers bloom
What [ feel, what I feel :
Oh: it’s just impossible to reveal
When all wili become humans
and iove humans
Why doIfeel It’s an impossible dream. ¥

- T

““To read without reflecting is like eating without digesting,” —BEdmond Burke.

“Xf you wish success in life, make perseverance your bosom friend, Experi-
ence your wise counsellor, cautiop, your elder brother, and Hope your gua-

r

rdian genius.

—The Vanderbilts and their fortunes.

* When you think of yesterday without a regret and of tomorrow without
a fear, you are on the road te success.” —Walt Mason,
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